FY 2022-2026 EPA Strategic Plan

EPA’s FY 2022-2026 Strategic Plan communicates the Agency’s priorities and provides the roadmap for achieving its
mission to protect human health and the environment. In this Strategic Plan, the Agency renews its commitment to the three
principles articulated by William Ruckelshaus, who served as the EPA’ s first Administrator (1970 — 1973, and then again
from 1983 — 1985), to follow the science, follow the law, and be transparent. EPA a so adds a fourth foundational principle:
advance justice and equity. It istimeto include this principle to infuse the consistent and systematic fair, just, and impartial
treatment of all individuals into all EPA poalicies, practices, and programs. These principles form the basis of the Agency’s
culture and will guideits operations and decision making now and into the future.

EPA’s Strategic Plan includes a suite of long-term performance goals (L TPGs) that reflect the quantifiable outcomes the
Agency will achieve for each strategic objective and cross-agency strategy by 2026. LTPGs will help to understand,
monitor, and tell the story of progress being made to partners and stakeholders, Agency employees, and the public. LTPGs
provide the means for accountability. In addition, EPA has identified three FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goals (APGS),
which areintended to jumpstart actions and showcase progress toward Administrator Regan’spriorities:

«  Phase down the production and consumption of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs);

« Deéliver tools and metrics for EPA and its Tribal, state, local, and community partners to advance environmental
justice and external civil rights compliance; and

«  Clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of
overburdened and underserved communities.
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U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)

Stakeholder (9):

Michael Regan :
Administrator

Vision

Healthy environment, healthy humans
Mission

To Protect Human Health and the Environment

Vaues

Principles

Science: Follow the Science

Law: Follow the Law
Transparency: Be Transparent
Justice: Advance Justice and Equity
Equity
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1. Climate Change
Tacklethe Climate Crisis

Cut pollution that causes climate change and increase the adaptive capacity of Tribes, states, territories, and
communities. ~ The impacts of climate change affect people in every region of the country, threatening lives and
livelihoods and damaging infrastructure, ecosystems, and social systems. Globa annually-averaged surface air
temperature hasincreased by about 1.8°F (1.0°C) over thelast 115 years (1901-2016), making this period the warmest
in the history of modern civilization. The last few years have seen record-breaking, climate-related weather extremes;
increased droughts, flooding, and wildfires; increasing surface, atmospheric, and oceanic temperatures; melting
glaciers; diminishing snow cover; shrinking seaice; rising sea levels; ocean acidification; and increasing atmospheric
water vapor.

Climate change al so exacerbates existing pollution problems and environmental stressors impacting the nation’s land,
air, and water and the people who depend on them. Overburdened and underserved communities and individuals are
particularly vulnerable to these impacts, including low-income communities and communities of color, children, the
elderly, Tribes, and indigenous peoples. In addition, climate-driven famine, property loss, mass migrations, human
conflict, species extinctions, and ecosystem failures have significant humanitarian and national security implications.

EPA will take bold steps and align its actions to respond decisively to the climate crisis. As part of a
whole-of-government approach, EPA must aggressively tackle the climate crisis by helping the nation reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and anticipate, prepare for, and adapt to or recover from the impacts of climate
change. Policiesto tackle climate change must address the disproportionate vulnerability of low-income communities
and communities of color while also dealing with the legacy pollution those communities continue to endure.

Climate change is a global issue and domestic action must go hand in hand with international leadership. EPA will
continue to share its expertise internationally, while learning from the expertise of others. EPA’s programs will not
only drive emissions reductions and resilience across the country but will help the U.S. to lead by example on the
global stage and provide the foundation for science-based national and international climate mitigation and adaptation
goals.

1.1. Emissions
Reduce Emissionsthat Cause Climate Change

Aggressively reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases from all sectors while increasing energy and resource
efficiency and the use of renewable energy. ~ Greenhouse gases (GHGs) from human activities are the most
significant driver of observed climate change since the mid-20th century. As GHG emissions from human
activities increase, they build up in the atmosphere and warm the climate, leading to increasingly destructive
changes around the world— in the atmosphere, on land, and in the oceans. Steep and swift reductions in GHG
emissions are essential to avoid the most catastrophic consequences of climate change. With its regulatory
authority, technical and programmatic expertise, and mission to protect human health and the environment, EPA
can drive significant emissions reductions to mitigate climate change. EPA will cut emissions by exercising its
authorities to regulate GHG pollutants, including carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, and hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs), across key sectors. As a complement, EPA will accelerate private and public sector mitigation with
partnership programs that address market barriers, encourage leadership, and support Tribal, state, and local
governments' efforts to drive down emissions. Tackling the climate crisis will require deep gains in energy
efficiency and in decarbonization of buildings, transportation, and the power and industrial sectors. EPA will
collaborate closely with stakeholders to drive energy efficiency, grid decarbonization, and zero emissions
mobility. EPA publishes GHG emissions data and applies tools such as the social cost of greenhouse gases,
multipollutant analysis, reviews of environmental impact statements, permitting, and technical assistance. EPA
also promotes recycling and encourages reducing the use of resources. Together, these approaches will produce
measurable reductions in GHG emissions. Deep emission reductions will require significant transitions in
technologies and energy systems that must be informed by community-level engagement, input, and analysis.
Climate changeisacrisisfor the United States and the world, and EPA must respond accordingly and make the
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transition to a less carbon-intensive existence. EPA will take all measures within its authorities to speed this
transition and will do soinajust, equitable, and inclusive manner.

Performancelndicators
LTPG 1.1.1 GHG Rules

Description

By September 30, 2026,
promulgate final rulesto
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissionsfrom light duty,
medium-duty, and heavy-duty
vehicles; electric utility
generating units; and the oil
and gasindustry.

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status
Promulgated

Type Start Date
Target

Actual

LTPG 1.1.2 GHG Emissions Reduction

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

MMTCO2e

By September 30,

Target

2025-10-01

2026-09-30

545

2026, EPA’sclimate

Basdine

2019-01-01

2019-12-31

518.6

partnership programs Actual
will reduce expected
annual greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions
by 545 million metric
tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent
(MMTCO2e).

Actual 2025-10-01 2026-09-30 518.6
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APG 1.1.1 HFCsConsumption

Description Type Status Start Date End Date MMTCO2e

Phase down the Target Reduced 2023-09-30 273.5
production and -
consumpti on of Actua Basdline 2021-09-30 303.9
hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs). By
September 30, 2023,
annual U.S.
consumption of
HFCswill be 10%
below the baseline of
303.9 million metric
tonsof carbon
dioxide equivalent
(MMTCO2¢)
consistent withthe
HFC phasedown
scheduleinthe
American Innovation
and Manufacturing
(AIM) Actand
codifiedinthe
implementing
regulations. A 10%
reduction would
decreasethe U.S.
consumption limit to
lessthan 273.5
MMTCO2ein 2023.

Actual 2023-09-30 303.9

Strategy 1.1.1. GHG Emissions

Drive down GHG emissions and reduce future climate change impacts.

As part of the Administration’s comprehensive approach to tackling the climate crisis, EPA will act boldly to
drive down GHG emissions and reduce future climate change impacts. EPA will ensure a robust process of
engagement with communities that have historically experienced disproportionate exposure to pollution to
ensure policy solutions begin to repair this harmful legacy.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 1.1.2. GHG Sources

Reduce the emissions of GHGs from mobile and stationary sour ces.

Regulatory Approaches: EPA regulations will reduce the emissions of GHGs from mobile and stationary
sources. Under the American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act of 2020, EPA will phase down the
production and import of HFCs, which are highly potent GHGs commonly used in refrigerators, air
conditioners, and many other applications. The AIM Act directs EPA to sharply reduce production and
consumption of these harmful GHG pollutants by using an allowance allocation and trading program. EPA’s
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implementation of the AIM Act will decrease the production and import of HFCs in the United States by 85
percent over the next 15 years. A global HFC phasedown is expected to avoid up to 0.5°C of global warming by
2100. EPA will aso consider complementary regulations consistent with the AIM Act to reguire sector-based
transitions away from high Global Warming Potential HFCs and establish additional HFC management
requirementsto further reduce use and emissions of HFCs.

The transportation sector is the largest source of GHG emissions in the United States. EPA will reduce GHGs
from the two largest sources of GHG emissionsin the transportation sector: light-duty and heavy-duty vehicles.
EPA will set robust federal GHG emissions standards for passenger cars and lightduty trucksto secure pollution
reductions through Model Year (MY) 2026. EPA also will set standards for MY 2027 and beyond to speed the
transition of the light-duty vehicle fleet toward a zero emissions future and will update air pollution standardsfor
heavy-duty vehicles. The regulationswill set the U.S. on a course to achieve aggressive reductionsin GHG and
other harmful pollutant emissions from highway transportation. EPA will drive GHG reductions while
protecting fair competition in the marketplace by testing motor vehicles, heavy-duty engines, nonroad engines,
and fuels that enter the U.S. market to certify they comply with federal clean air, GHG, and fuel economy
standards. This will pave the way for faster adoption of zero-emission technologies and substantial improve-
mentsin air quality, particularly in communitiesliving near heavily traveled corridors.

Electricity production generates the second largest share of GHG emissions. Approximately 62 percent of U.S.
electricity comes from burning fossil fuels, mostly coal and natural gas. 11 Executive Order 13990: Protecting
Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis12 directs EPA to revise
and address, as appropriate, the regulation of GHGs from power plants under Section 111 of the Clean Air Act.
Section 111(d) specifically provides states with a central role in developing plans to implement and enforce
limits on pollution from existing sources, subject to emission guidelines issued by EPA. EPA will issue and
implement rules to reduce GHG pollution from fossil-fuel fired power plants and work closely with Tribes,
states, and local agenciesto implement them.

The oil and natural gasindustry isthe largest industrial source of U.S. emissions of methane, a potent GHG, and
itsfacilities and operations also emit smog-forming volatile organic compounds and toxic air pollutants such as
benzene. As part of the Administration’s comprehensive approach to tackling the climate crisis, EPA will issue
and implement rules to reduce methane and other harmful pollutants from new and existing sources in the ail
and natural gasindustry. These actions meet the requirements of President Biden's Executive Order 13990 and
are key steps toward EPA’'s commitment to deliver public health protections from methane pollution for
communities across America.

Congress created the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program to reduce GHG emissions and expand the
nation’s renewable fuels sector while reducing reliance on imported oil. The RFS program requires a certain
volume of renewablefuel to replace or reduce the quantity of petroleum-based transportation fuel, heating oil, or
jet fuel. EPA will continue to implement the RFS program, including the associated credit trading systems.
Separately, EPA will continue work with partners on programs to control emissions from marine and aircraft
engines, which are significant contributorsto U.S. and global GHG emissions.

EPA will facilitate net emission and air quality analyses of increased electric vehicle (EV) use.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 1.1.3. Climate Change
I mprove models of climate change impacts.

Science and Disclosure: EPA will improve models of climate change impacts, including how risks and
economic impacts can be reduced under mitigation and adaptation scenarios. The Agency will advance the

Page9



U.S Environmental Protection Agency Srategic Plan

scientific literature on climate impacts by publishing scientific assessments of climate impacts and responses,
including those developed through the Climate Impacts and Risk Anaysis (CIRA) project and by EPA’s
research and development program, quantifying and monetizing the risk of climate change on vulnerable
populations, and by making EPA’ s Climate Change I ndicators website, which compiles key indicators related to
the causes and effects of climate change, more accessible. EPA will also continue its role as a key contributor
along with technical experts across the Federal Government to update estimates of the social cost of GHGs to
reflect the best available climate science and economics. This metric—a range of estimates, in dollars, of the
long-term damage imposed by one ton of GHG emissions—combines climate science and economics to help
policy makers and the public understand the benefits of reducing GHG emissions and account for those benefits
in decision making.

Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Clean Air Act Section 309, EPA will promote robust
consideration of climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resilience in the reviews of proposed actions, such
as federal land management actions, transportation projects, and publicly owned facility construction, as
applicable. EPA fulfillsits NEPA and Section 309 responsibilities, in part, by annually reviewing approximately
280 Environmental Impact Statements developed by other federal agencies. EPA will review the adequacy and
acceptability of environmental impacts, including those related to climate change, and will identify and
recommend appropriate measures to avoid and mitigate significant environmental impacts associated with each
proposal.

EPA will continue to implement the U.S. Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program. Under this Clean Air Act
regulatory program, EPA annually collects data from over 8,100 facilities from 41 large industrial source
categoriesin the U.S. to support federal and state-level policy development; support regulatory development;
and share GHG emissions and supply data with stakeholders, including state and local governments, industry,
academia, the research community, and the public in general .

EPA will continue to compile and publish the annual Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks to
fulfill U.S. treaty obligations, under Article 4 of the 1992 Framework Convention on Climate Change. The
Inventory provides information on total annual U.S. emissions and removals by source, economic sector, and
GHG. The Inventory is used to inform U.S. policy and for tracking progress towards the U.S. Nationally
Determined Contribution under the Paris Agreement. EPA will continue to improve and refine inventory
methodologies in areas such as oil and gas, land-use, and waste, consistent with Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) guidelines, and to meet upcoming Paris reporting requirements.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 1.1.4. Partnerships

Facilitate thetransition to a clean energy economy.

Market Driversand Incentives: EPA’ s partnership programs will help the transition to a clean energy economy.
These programs overcome market barriers, support state and local partnersin the public and private sectors, and
channel marketplace ingenuity towards climate action. Climate partnership programs will improve delivery of
energy efficiency, transportation efficiency, clean energy, and heat mitigation solutions to communities. For
example, EPA’s domestic methane partnership programs will focus on advancing methane reductions from
agriculture, coa mines, landfills, oil and gas systems, and municipal wastewater. ENERGY STAR will achieve
significant and growing GHG reductions by promoting the adoption of cost-effective, energy-efficient
technologies and practices and by working with state and local governments to improve efficiency in the
residential, commercial, and industrial sectors. ENERGY STAR also supports equitable energy solutions that
can deliver significant cost savings for low-income families and other underserved populations, prioritizing
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outreach to low-income populations on products that have the greatest potential to save energy and dollars. EPA
will continue to provide tools, data, and technical expertise to help subnational governments implement clean
energy policies and programs that reduce emissions, maximize co-benefits, and prioritize overburdened and
underserved communities.

EPA will also continue to drive down emissions of black carbon. This component of particulate matter
contributes the most to global warming when deposited on snow or ice, so it isimportant to prioritize emission
sources that impact the Arctic. Domestically, our regulatory and voluntary programs will continue to reduce
emissions from residential wood-burning appliances and diesel vehicles. New GHG regulations on light-duty
and heavy-duty vehicles, described above, will further lower emissions of particles and black carbon. Also,
implementation of the PM2.5National Ambient Air Quality Standardswill result in particulate matter and black
carbon emission reductions in many areas designated as not attaining standards. Relative to 2013, EPA
programs will lead to a 50 percent reduction in black carbon emissions by 2028. Globally, emissions from
household energy/cookstoves are the largest controllable source of black carbon (>50 percent). Cookstove
emissions also include methane and CO2. More than 3 billion low-income people around the world, including
600,000 low-income Americans, cook their food and/or heat their homes with open fires or with rudimentary
stoves. These activities are also a significant source of air pollutants that adversely affect public health,
especially of women and children. EPA will work with domestic and international partners to reduce these
exposures and address these inequities—for example, by supporting cookstove design and performance
standards and providing technical assistance to foster adoption of improved fuels and stoves. Domestically and
globally, these regulations and programs will deliver both public health benefits by reduced exposure to
particul ate matter and climate change mitigation benefits.

EPA will reduce GHG emissions by promoting a circular economy, which minimizes extraction of finite
resources, reduces waste and pollution, keeps products and materials in use, and regenerates natural systems.
Extraction and processing of natural resources, including fossil fuels, biomass, minerals, and metals, comprise
approximately 50 percent of global GHG emissions. Over one-third of the food produced in the United Statesis
never eaten, wasting the resources used to produce it and creating a myriad of environmental impacts. Food
wasteisthe single most common material landfilled and incinerated inthe U.S., comprising 24 and 22 percent of
landfilled and combusted municipal solid waste, respectively. Reducing and preventing food waste can increase
food security, foster productivity and economic efficiency, promote resource and energy conservation, and
address climate change. Investing in domestic recycling, as well as solid waste and food waste infrastructure,
that supports a circular economy will help resources maintain their highest and best use and reduce GHG
emissions. Through its National Recycling Strategy, EPA is working to develop a stronger, more resilient, and
cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling system, akey component of acircular economy. By moving
towards a system that designs out waste while being restorative to the environment, the U.S. will be positioned
to find more productive and sustainable ways to extract, use, and manage materials and generate measurable
GHG reductions. For more information about EPA efforts to reduce the environmental impacts of materials
acrosstheir lifecycle, see Objective 6.2.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actuad

1.2. Resilience & Adaptation
Accelerate Resilience and Adaptation to Climate Change Impacts

Deliver targeted assistanceto increase the resilience of Tribes, states, territories, and communities to the impacts
of climate change. ~ EPA is committed to taking necessary actions to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, and
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recover from the impacts of climate change while advancing the climate resilience of Tribes and indigenous
peoples, states, territories, and communities acrossthe nation.

Climate change poses significant risksto EPA’ s ability to fulfill its mission and affects how the Agency designs
and implements its programs. EPA will ensure its programs, policies, rulemaking processes, enforcement and
compliance assurance activities, and operations consider the current and future impacts of climate change and
how those impacts will disproportionately affect overburdened and underserved communities. Through
adaptation planning and implementation activities, EPA will continue to protect human health and the
environment even asthe climate changes.

EPA will provide targeted assistance to Tribes and indigenous peoples, states, territories, local governments,
communities, and businessesto transform their environmental programs, strengthen their adaptive capacity, and
increase the resilience of the nation, with a particular focus on advancing environmental justice. This includes
preparing for and responding to climate-related impacts and disasters (e.g., wildfires, extreme heat, droughts,
floods, sealevel rise, damage to estuaries and ecosystems, health impacts, storm surge, and melting permafrost)
and ensuring that infrastructure investmentsincrease resilience to climate change.

EPA’s commitments are part of awhole-of-government approach to pursue actions at home and abroad to avoid
the most catastrophic impacts of climate change.
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Performancelndicators
LTPG 1.2.1 Priority Actions

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, Target Implemented 2026-09-30
implement all priority actions
in EPA’s Climate Adaptation Actual 2026-09-30

Action Plan and the 20
National Program and
Regional Climate Adaptation
Implementation Plansto
account for theimpacts of the
changing climate on human
health and the environment.

LTPG 1.2.2 TribesAssisted

Description Type Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, 2026, assist at least 400 Target 2026-09-30 400
federally recognized Tribesto take action to
anticipate, preparefor, adapt to, or recover from | Actual 2026-09-30

theimpacts of climate change.

LTPG 1.2.3 Jurisdictions Assisted

Description Type Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, 2026, assist at least 450 states, | Target 2026-09-30 450
territories, local governments, and communities,
especially communities that are underserved and | Actual 2026-09-30

disproportionally at risk from climate change, to
take action to anticipate, preparefor, adapt to, or
recover from theimpacts of climate change.

Strategy 1.2.1. Priorities

Accelerate and focus attention on five priority actions the Agency will take over the next four yearsto increase
human and ecosystemresilience.

In 2021, EPA issued a Policy Statement signed by Administrator Regan and a Climate Adaptation Action Plan,
which advance Executive Order (E.O.) 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisisat Home and Abroad. EPA’s Climate
Adaptation Action Plan accelerates and focuses attention on five priority actions the Agency will take over the
next four years to increase human and ecosystem resilience as the climate changes and disruptive impacts
increase:

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua
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Action 1.2.1.1. Adaptation

Integrate climate adaptation into EPA programs, policies, rulemaking processes, and enforcement activities.

Stakeholder (9):

Federal Agencies: that cut across Agency jurisdictionsto improvethe
EPAwill closely coordinatewith other federal efficiency and effectiveness of the combined federal
agencies on climate change adaptation challenges effort.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actuad

Action 1.2.1.2. Consultation

Consult and partner with Tribes, states, territories, local governments, environmental justice organizations,
community groups, businesses, and other federal agencies to strengthen adaptive capacity and increase the
resilience of the nation, with a particular focus on advancing environmental justice.

Stakeholder (s):

Tribes Environmental Justice Organizations
States Community Groups

Territories Businesses

L ocal Governments Federal Agencies

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 1.2.1.3. Protection

Implement measures to protect the Agency’s workforce, facilities, critical infrastructure, supply chains, and
procurement processes fromthe risks posed by climate change.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 1.2.1.4. Performance Metrics

Measure and eval uate performance.
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Action 1.2.1.5. Science
| dentify and addr ess climate adaptation science needs.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 1.2.2. Programs & Policies
Integrate Climate Adaptation into EPA Programs, Policies, and Operations

EPA programs and regionswill update or develop 20 Climate Change Adaptation Implementation Plansto align
with and advance the five priorities in the 2021 EPA Adaptation Action Plan. Program and regional plans will
focus on program- or region-specific issues (e.g., theimplicationsfor water quality of more frequent and intense
storms on agricultural lands). Each plan will build on progress to date and identify actions that integrate climate
adaptation into remedies, permits, infrastructure investments, enforcement and compliance assistance, grants,
loans, technical assistance, and operations. In addition, programs and regions will identify climate adaptation
strategies, informed by the best available science, that deliver co-benefits for mitigation of GHG and other
pollution, public health, economic growth and job creation, national security, and environmental justice—all of
which will be central to building amoreresilient future.

Performancelndicators
Performance Goal 1.2.2.1 Adaptation Plans

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
gf?dagf Ocr: ﬁevel op 20 Target Developed/ 20
imate Change
Adaptation Updated
Implementation Actual

Plansto alignwith
and advancethefive
prioritiesin the 2021
EPA Adaptation
Action Plan.

Strategy 1.2.3. Resilience
Increase Resilience of Tribes, Sates, and Communities

EPA will ensureitsgrants, loans, and technical assistance consider climate change to the greatest extent possible
and help empower Tribes, states, and communities across the nation to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, and
recover from the impacts of climate change. Of particular concern is that the impacts of climate change across
the U.S. and the world will not be distributed equally. Certain communities and individuals are particularly
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vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including low-income communities, children, the elderly,
communities of color, Tribal communities, and indigenous peoples. EPA will actively engage with organiza-
tions representing overburdened and underserved communities, such as the National Environmental Justice
Advisory Council, the National Tribal Operations Committee, and the Local Government Advisory Committee,
with the goal of attaining amore equitable, just, and climate-resilient future.

EPA will work with Tribes and indigenous peoples, states, territories, local governments, regiona programs,
environmental justice organizations, community groups, businesses, other federal agencies, and other partners
to leverage existing efforts and provide targeted support to build adaptive capacity and resilience. For example,
EPA will work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assist and support communities
with disaster mitigation and recovery planning. In addition, EPA will collaborate with, support, and learn from
international partners on climate adaptation and capacity building.

Stakeholder (9):
Tribes Communities

States

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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Strategy 1.2.4. Climate Literacy
Increasethe climate literacy.

Climate Adaptation Literacy and Science: EPA will increase the climate literacy of EPA employeesand Tribal,
state, local, and community partners. EPA will equip staff and partners with an understanding of projected
climate-related impacts and how to use climate adaptation tools to incorporate climate adaptation into decision
making. EPA will develop, update, and expand its existing climate adaptation training modules to prioritize two
primary goals: (1) to increase awareness about the importance of climate adaptation and encourage al EPA staff
and partners to consider the changing climate in the normal course of business; and (2) to introduce specific
methods (e.g., nature-based solutions and green infrastructure) and tools for integrating climate adaptation into
decision-making processes.

EPA will support an Agencywide approach to identify and update priority climate adaptation research needs.
EPA will advance a rigorous exploratory and applied climate adaptation science program by conducting
climate-related research in its labs and centers, supporting research through its grants program, conducting
policy-relevant assessments, communicating research and assessment results, and delivering innovative and
sustainable solutions. EPA will coordinate and collaborate with other federal agencies and the scientific
community to provide accessto the best availabl e science, technologies, and practices.

EPA will establish a central repository of information and tools related to climate adaptation to facilitate the
ongoing sharing of information. EPA programs and regions will contribute to the repository by documenting
adaptation integration methods that may also be applicable to others within the Agency or its partners. EPA will
collaborate with other federal agencies to develop and maintain a means to ensure access to climate adaptation
databy al staff and partners.

Stakeholder (s):

EPA Employees Local Partners
Tribal Partners Community Partners
StatePartners

Page 17



U.S Environmental Protection Agency Srategic Plan

Performancelndicators
Performance Goal 1.2.4.1 Awar eness

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
Increase awareness about the Target Increased
importance of climate
adaptation and encourageall Actual
EPA staff and partnersto

consider the changing climate
inthe normal course of
business.

Performance Goal 1.2.4.2 M ethods

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
Introduce specific methods (e. Target Introduced
g., nature-based solutionsand
greeninfrastructure) and tools Actual
for integrating climate
adaptation into

decision-making processes.

1.3. Intergovernmental Efforts

Advance Inter national and Subnational Climate Efforts

Collaborate with Tribal, state, local, and international partners and provide leadership on the global stage to
address climate change. ~ Climate changeis aglobal issue that has far-reaching human health, social, economic,
and biodiversity impacts on the planet, with direct adverse effects in the United States. EPA is prioritizing
effortsto help countries respond to the climate crisis by reducing domestic GHG emissions aswell asincreasing
equitable adaptation and resiliency to climate change impacts. Building on EPA’ sresponsibilitiesfor protecting
human health and the environment, EPA plays a critical role internationally by providing technical expertise,
guidance, and capacity building to help countries set and meet ambitious GHG reductions, improve adaptive
capacity, and strengthen climate governance.

E.O. 14008 directs federal agencies to develop plans for integrating climate considerations into their
international work, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law. In response, EPA developed an
International Climate Strategy Plan to advance climate assistance internationally at the national, city, and local
levels, including climate assistance to indigenous peoples, and provide leadership on the global stage to address
climate change.

EPA support will increase partner countries ability to integrate climate change mitigation and adaptation
actions and information into their relevant domestic policy and engagement decisions. This is consistent with
the Agency’s domestic climate work and its mission to protect human health and the environment, including
from transboundary pollution sources.

Stakeholder(s):
Tribal Partners Local Partners
StatePartners International Partners
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Performancelndicators

LTPG 1.3.1 International Commitments

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target Implemented 2026-09-30 40
2026, implement at
least 40 international Actual 2026-09-30

climate engagements
that resultinan
individual partner
commitment or
action to reduce
greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions,
adapt to climate
change, or improve
resilienceina
manner that
promotes equity.

Strategy 1.3.1. International Plan
Addresstheglobal climatecrisis.

EPA’s International Climate Strategy Plan outlines activities where EPA can help address the global climate
crisis. These activitiesinclude afocus on overburdened and underserved communities that are most susceptible
to impacts from climate change and so would derive even greater protections from climate change mitigation
and adaptation actions. To achieve the goals of E.O. 14008, EPA will promote tools and initiate capacity
building and technical assistance programs in countries where EPA expects to have the greatest potential to
make a difference in: « Reducing potent climate forcers: black carbon, methane, ozone, and hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs). * Improving household and commercial energy efficiency. « Reducing GHG emissions from the
transport sector. « Improving integrated air quality management. « Supporting fulfillment of commitments under
the Paris Agreement and other international climate related agreements. ¢ Strengthening climate governance
through a suite of model laws, regulations, partnerships, and strategies that build countries capacity to
strengthen, implement, and enforce domestic policies. « Boosting national and local adaptation and resilience
strategies to the impacts of climate change in an equitable and just manner. ¢ Supporting resource efficiency
actionsto reduce GHG emissions from overlooked sources.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actud

Strategy 1.3.2. Climate Forcers
Reducing Potent Climate Forcerswith Near-Term Benefits

EPA will partner with other countries to establish a global methane emissions reduction goal and will provide
technical assistance to build capacity for countries to meet that goal. EPA will also partner with the European
Union and the International Criminal Police Organization to reduce illegal trading of hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs) through improved international tracking and capacity-building activities. EPA will help countries
reduce globa black carbon emissions from solid fuel combustion to meet household energy needs (e.g.,
cooking, heating) by partnering with international organizations such as the United Nations Environment
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Program (UNEP), Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), and the Clean Cooking Alliance (CCA), to enable
transitionsto clean energy sources through research and capacity-building programs

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 1.3.3. Energy Efficiency

Improving Household and Commercial Energy Efficiency

To address the rapidly expanding use of air conditioning and refrigeration globally, EPA will collaborate with
international organizations to provide technical assistance to draft energy efficient cooling standards and
permitting requirements for air conditioning and refrigeration. EPA will collaborate with international
organizations, including the International Organization for Standards (1SO), to provide countries with
information and technical assistance on efficiency and emissions standards to improve the energy efficiency of
residential and commercial appliances. EPA will share tools and information on various solid waste
management practices and their associated GHG reductions to help incentivize commercial industries to reduce
GHG emissions.

Stakeholder (9):
Households Commercial Enterprises

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 1.3.4. Transportation Sector

Reduce GHG Emissions fromthe Transportation Sector

EPA will collaborate with international organizationsto equip countries with information, knowledge, and tools
needed as they transition to zero emissions transportation and improve efficiency of their vehicle fleets. EPA
will collaborate with international organizations, such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO), to
provide tools and technical assistance for priority countries, including helping them reach the IMO’s goal of
zero emissions from international shipping by 2050. EPA will also continue working with the International Civil
Aviation Authority (ICAQ) on programsto control emissions from aircraft.

Stakeholder (s):
Transportation Sector

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 1.3.5. Air Quality
Improve Integrated Air Quality Management.

Improving Integrated Air Quality Management, including Consideration of Clean Air and Climate CoBenefits
and GHG Modeling, Monitoring, and Reporting: EPA will provide tools to countries to improve GHG
modeling, monitoring, and reporting. EPA will partner with UN bodies such as the Food and Agricultura
Organization (FAO) and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to improve data and
methods for specific source inventories and improve countries national GHG inventory software. This
assistance is in support of national requirements for reporting and review of GHG emissions inventories under
the Paris Agreement.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 1.3.6. Governance & Equity
Srengthen Climate Gover nance and Equity at All Levels of Government:

EPA will provide climate and equity governance capacity building and technical assistance to help countries
develop, implement, and enforce laws, regulations, partnerships, and policiesto reduce GHG emissions, enforce
climate regulations, and adapt to climate impactsin pursuit of the goals of the Paris Agreement in a manner that
engages and protects vulnerable and underserved communities. This work will aso improve adaptive capacity
and mitigation strategies of countries at all levels of government, including subnational governments and
vulnerable and underserved communities. EPA will also provide technical assistance to countries to help
addressthe social impacts of GHG emissions.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 1.3.7. Adaptation & Resilience
Boost Strategiesfor National and Local Adaptation and Resilience

EPA will engage internationally to assist countries with planning, monitoring, and managing climate change
adaptation and resilience strategies, factoring in equity for vulnerable and underserved communities. This
includes sharing information and technical assistance on adaptation and resilience strategies for protecting
vulnerable coastal ecosystems, building resilient water infrastructure, managing flood and fire risk, and
mitigating public health impacts of natural disastersand other extreme weather events.
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 1.3.8. GHG Emissions
Support Resour ce Efficiency Actionsto Reduce GHG Emissions from Overlooked Sources

EPA will collaborate with international organizations to provide technical assistance to help countries assess
environmental, economic, and social impacts of the production and consumption of goods and services,
including food loss and waste. This assistance will use models to incorporate GHG emission factors in the
evaluation of options for inputs and outputs to the supply chain and to increase the resilience of their economic
and natural resource systems. EPA will collaborate with multilateral partners to provide tools and information
for countries and the private sector in mineral supply-chain transparency for critical minerals and rare-earth
metal sto incentivize climate-friendly decisionsthat shape more sustainableindustrial processes.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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2. Environmental Justice& Civil Rights
Take Decisive Action to Advance Environmental Justice and Civil Rights

Achieve tangible progress for historically overburdened and underserved communities and ensure the fair treatment
and meaningful involvement of al people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income in developing and
implementing environmental laws, regulations, and policies. ~ EPA will center its mission on the integration of
justice, equity, and civil rights across the nation’s environmental protection enterprise. This will hold as true for
communities within the contiguous 48 states as it will for communities in the non-contiguous states and all other
territories and protectorates of the United States. By doing so, EPA will advance the promise of clean air, clean water,
and safe land to the many communities across the country that have not received the full benefits from EPA’ s decades
of progress. Centering its work on justice is especially important in an erawhen EPA must simultaneously break the
cycle of historic environmental injustices while maximizing protection for these same communities as they are too
often hit worst and first from the impacts of achanging climate.

EPA’s ultimate goal of centering its mission on these prioritiesis to achieve measurable environmental, public health,
and quality of lifeimprovementsin the most overburdened, vulnerable, and underserved communities. Achieving this
goa will require significant transformations in how EPA understands and implements its work, including how EPA
prioritizes program resources, allocates funding, implements statutory authorities, and engages the communities most
affected by environmental and public health threats, especially asthe climate changes. Critical to achieving thisgoal is
for EPA to proactively engage with Tribes, states, and local governments to discuss and address disproportionate
impacts through their implementation of EPA authorities and engage in meaningful joint planning with communities
to advance community visionsand priorities.

Thevigorous enforcement of civil rightsisalso key to addressing historical and systemic barriers. These effortslead to
more responsible and equitable siting and permitting decisions by recipients of EPA funding; reductionsin racial and
ethnic disparitiesin levels of air pollutants and exposure to toxins; reductionsin racial and ethnic disparitiesin access
to clean and reliable water infrastructure that are free of lead and other toxins; reductions in racia and ethnic
disparities among communities enduring mismanaged solid waste programs and processes; reductions of harmful
exposures in communities by assessing and cleaning up contaminated sites; better health outcomes in impacted
communities; and increased public participationin critical decision making.

This goal includes three objectives that focus EPA on: (1) increasing the capacity of Tribes, states, and communities
working to address environmental justice and civil rights concerns; (2) embedding environmental justice and civil
rights in the Agency’s core work; and (3) strengthening civil rights enforcement in communities overburdened by
pollution. Thefirst focuseson EPA’ s ability to advance this priority outside of EPA — through the support the Agency
provides directly to communities, EPA’s direct implementation of federal environmental programs, and the
implementation of these programs by co-regulators. The second objective focuses on advancing equity, justice, and
civil rights through EPA’s internal program activities such as permitting actions, responding to emergencies, and
cleaning up contamination. EPA recognizes that environmental justice and external civil rights programs and their
authorities are distinct and they share a deep connection and ability to reinforce and leverage one ancther to make
significant progress in addressing disproportionate adverse impacts burdening communities. For example, civil rights
laws, taken together with EPA’s environmenta justice efforts, can effectively target disparities in exposure to
pollution on the basis of race, color, national origin, and other characteristics such as disability. The final objective
focuses on EPA’s commitment to strengthen the EPA’ s External Civil Rights Office and its ability to enforce federal
civil rights laws to their fullest extent, including by fully implementing its authority to conduct affirmative
investigations in overburdened communities, issue policy guidance, and secure timely and effective resolutions to
address discrimination.

Furthermore, this goal setstargetsthat align closely with Administration priorities set forth in Executive Orders (E.O.
s) 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government and
14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. Both E.O.s require that EPA devel op implementation plans
to ensure that underserved communities and individuals have full, fair, and equitable access to the benefits of the
Agency’sprograms. The actions in these upcoming planswill be developed to help achieve those objectives. The E.O.
s aso provide the platform for interagency collaboration since many objectives benefit from actions by other federal
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agencies. EPA will take these and any other opportunities to use the Administration’ s whole-of -government approach
to implementing environmental justice.

2.1. Promotion
Promote Environmental Justice and Civil Rightsat the Federal, Tribal, Sate, and Local Levels

Empower and build capacity of underserved and overburdened communities to protect human health and the
environment. Introduction EPA has the potential to make transformative progress on environmental justice and
civil rights at the Tribal, state, and local levels, through a whole-of-government approach that involves
communities as authentic partners. Thisis evidenced by increasing commitments, innovations, and capacities at
the state level. In addition, communities are increasingly well organized and equipped to develop their own
visions of well-being and resilience, advocate for change, and influence public policy.

Fulfilling the promise of these opportunities requires pursuing three strategies:
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Performancelndicators

LTPG 2.1.1 Capacity-Building Resour ces

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target Provided 2026-09-30
EPA programsthat seek
feedback and comment from Actual 2026-09-30
thepublicwill provide
capacity-building resourcesto
communitieswith
environmental justice concerns
to support their ability to
meaningfully engage and
provide useful feedback to
those programs.
LTPG 2.1.2 Commitments
Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, Target Included 2026-09-30
include commitmentsto
address disproportionate Actual 2026-09-30
impactsinall written
agreements between EPA and
Tribesand states (e.g., grant
work plans) implementing
delegated authorities.
LTPG 2.1.3Indian Country Actions Taken
Description Type Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, 2026, EPA programswith Target 2026-09-30 1,000
direct implementation authority will take at least
100 significant actionsthat will resultin Actua 2026-09-30
measurableimprovementsin Indian country.
LTPG 2.1.4 State Civil RightsPrograms
Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target InPlace 2026-09-30
state recipients of EPA
financial assistance will have Actual 2026-09-30
foundational civil rights
programsin place.
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LTPG 2.1.50RD ActivitiesIncrease

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target 2026-09-30 40
2026, increase by -
40% the number of Actual Baseline 2021-09-30

Office of Research
and Devel opment
(ORD) activities
related to
environmental
justicethat involve or
areapplicableto
Tribes, states,
territories, local
governments, and
communities.

Actual 2026-09-30

Strategy 2.1.1. Capacity & Resilience

Build Community Capacity and Climate Resilience and Maximizing Benefits to Overburdened and Under served
Communities

EPA will increase support for community-led action by providing unprecedented investments and benefits
directly to communities with environmental justice concerns and by integrating equity throughout Agency
programs. E.O. 14008’ s Justice40 mandate elevates this approach to a national initiative to deliver at least 40
percent of the overall benefits from certain federal investments to underserved communities. Over the next four
years, EPA will strive to not only meet this goal but exceed it. EPA’s programs — particularly regulatory
programs whose policies and activities must be responsive to the realities of communities with EJ concerns —
will actively engage and support impacted communitiesto influence program implementation and maximize the
benefitsfrom the investment of resources to achieve meaningful change on the ground. Supporting communities
asthey adapt to and recover from climate changeisal so central to this commitment.

E.O. 13985 mandates a comprehensive effort to advance equity throughout all of EPA’s palicies, programs, and
activities. A fundamental element of achieving such equity and justice is ensuring communities have the
capacity they need to meaningfully engage government programs and for these programs to listen and respond
to commmunity voices. Critical to EPA’s success in this area is supporting the efforts of community members
and organizationsto provide EPA with their expertise and viewpoints. To meet thisresponsibility, EPA commits
to establishing the necessary policies, tools, and other mechanisms to provide this support to communities. In
addition, the Agency must take concrete action to further include the voices, experiences, and passions of the
full diversity of the nationin EPA’ sworkforce.

Stakeholder (9):
Communities Under served Communities

Overburdened Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua
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Strategy 2.1.2. Engagement & Support
Engage and Support Federal, Sate, and Local Gover nmentsto Achieve Resultsin Communities

Virtually all national programs interact with other federal agencies, state, and local governments in multiple
ways, including funding and oversight of delegated programs. EPA national and regional offices will work
proactively to integrate environmental justice and civil rights into policies and activities as a fundamental
element of the Agency’s relationships with federal, state, and local partnersto jointly affect beneficial changes
on the ground for communities. EPA will invest in oversight, guidance, and assistance for states and local
governments to advance environmental justice integration in coordination with enhanced civil rights enforce-
ment with an aim to increase accountability acrossthe board.

EPA will also initiate a new era of proactive support and engagement with its federal partners. Through its
regulatory responsibility under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air
Act, EPA will promote robust consideration and mitigation of environmental impacts on overburdened,
underserved communities in the review of other federal agencies’ environmental impact statements. Proposed
actions may include federal land management activities, transportation-related projects, and publicly owned
facility construction, asapplicable.

Stakeholder(s):
State Governments L ocal Governments

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 2.1.3. Indian Country

Integrate Environmental Justice Principles into the Implementation of Federal Environmental Programs in
Indian Country and in Other Areasof Interest to Tribes, in Partnership with Federally Recognized Tribes

Equity principles and equal protection require that implementation of federal environmental law protections be
asrobust inside Indian country as EPA requires these protections to be outside of Indian country. At thistime,
EPA directly implements the vast majority of federal environmental programs in Indian country where EPA
seeksto apply key environmental justice principles, such as equity, meaningful involvement, and fair treatment.
Ensuring EPA direct implementation of federal environmental programsin Indian country isin keeping with the
federal trust responsibility. When the Agency directly implements federal environmental programs the agency
also advances environmental justice for federally recognized Tribes.

EPA will continue its long commitment to assisting Tribes in building the capacity to receive delegated
programs. In those instances when Tribal governments are authorized to implement federal programs, EPA
supports Tribal governments' inclusion of environmental justice principles, community engagement, and
decision-making processes. Integration of environmental justice principles into all EPA activities with Tribal
governments and in Indian country is designed to be flexible enough to accommodate EPA’s Tribal program
activitiesand goals, while at the same time meeting the Agency’ senvironmental justice goals.

Stakeholder (9):
Tribes
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

2.2. Programs, Policies & Activities
Embed Environmental Justice and Civil Rightsinto EPA’ s Programs, Policies, and Activities

Integrate environmental justice and civil rightsin al of the Agency’s work to maximize benefits and minimize
impacts to underserved and overburdened communities. ~ Commitments to achieving change on the ground and
accountability for such change will be the ultimate measure of the Agency’s success in advancing justice, civil
rights, and equity, including the implementation of E.O.s 13985 and 14008. These efforts include incorporating
feedback from impacted communities while analyzing and addressing disproportionate impacts. EPA must not
only better support community efforts to engage with the Agency but also advance the Agency’s ability to
engage in community-driven work through the regions and across all programs. EPA must follow and
implement the Civil Rights Act as equally as environmental statutes. Agency strategies to achieve this include
thefollowing elements:
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Performancelndicators
LTPG 2.2.1 Disparities

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, reduce Target Reduced 2026-09-30
disparitiesin environmental
and public health conditions Actual 2026-09-30

represented by theindicators
identified through the FY
2022-2023 Agency Priority
Goal.

LTPG 2.2.2 Responsive Actions

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target Clarity 2026-09-30 80
2026, 80% of
significant EPA Actua 2026-09-30
actionswith

environmental
justiceimplications
will clearly
demonstrate how the
actionisresponsive
to environmental
justice concernsand
reduces or otherwise
addresses
disproportionate
impacts.

LTPG 2.2.3 Community-Driven Programs

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target Meaningful & 2026-09-30
EPA programsthat work in Fair
and with communitieswill do
soinwaysthat are Actual 2026-09-30

community-driven,
coordinated and collaborative,
support equitable and resilient
community development, and
providefor meaningful
involvement and fair treatment
of communitieswith
environmental justice
concerns.
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LTPG 2.2.4 Civil Rightsin Programs& Regions

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target Compliance 2026-09-30
EPA programs and regionswill
identify andimplement areas Actual 2026-09-30
and opportunitiesto integrate
environmental justice
considerations and achieve
civil rightscompliancein their
planning, guidance, policy
directives, monitoring, and
review activities.
LTPG 2.2.5Language Assistance Plans

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target Implemented 2026-09-30
EPA programs and regionswill
implement program and Actual 2026-09-30
region-specific language
assistance plans.
LTPG 2.2.6 Disability AccessPlans

Description Type Status Start Date End Date
By September 30, 2026, all Target Implemented 2026-09-30
EPA programs and regionswill
implement program and Actual 2026-09-30
region-specific disability
accessplans.
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APG 2.2.1 DisparitiesIndicators

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
Deliver toolsand Target Delivered 2023-09-30 10
metricsfor EPA and
itsTribal, state, local, Actual 2023-09-30
and community
partnersto advance

environmental
justice and external
civil rights
compliance. By
September 30, 2023,
EPA will develop
and implement a
cumul ative impacts
framework, issue
guidance on external
civil rights
compliance,
establish at least 10
indicatorsto assess
EPA’sperformance
ineliminating
disparitiesin
environmental and
public health
conditions, and train
staff and partnerson
how to usethese
resources.

Strategy 2.2.1. Public Health

Making Commitments on Measurable Environmental and Public Health Improvements in Overburdened and
Under served Communities

EPA will set ambitious goals of achieving meaningful change on the ground for communities with environmen-
tal justice concerns. EPA believes that setting such ambitious goals that speak to priority environmental justice
issuesis critical to stimulating a deeper assessment of the use of all EPA authorities and the Agency’ s ability to
lead and support efforts by public and private sector partners to strive collectively towards attainment of those
goals. EPA will focus on severa elements of progress towards achieving such ambitious commitments. These
include delineating the responsibilities of programs and regions towards meeting their objectives, identifying
data gaps, building tracking systems, and putting in place any needed policy, guidance, or regulatory changes.
EPA will also incorporate responsibility and measurable accountability for advancing environmental justice into
Agency plans, including the EPA annual operating plan and annual performance plans of key political, senior
executive, and general schedule staff. EPA will commit to at least ten measures of progress towards achieving
meaningful environmental and public health outcomes on the ground. Some examples include: < Providing
access to safe and sustainable sources of drinking water and clean surface water for the entire population of the
United States. « Minimizing public health disparities such as the difference in childhood blood lead levels and
the prevalence of asthma for children living in families below the federal poverty level and children living in
older housing, who are often children of color. « Reducing exposure to pollutants such as air toxics that
disproportionately impact communities with environmental justice concerns. « Reducing harmful exposuresin
communities by assessing and cleaning up contaminated sites. « Reducing pesticide exposure to farmworkers,
their families, and the agricultural community.

Stakeholder (9):
Overburdened Communities Under served Communities
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 2.2.2. Involvement & Impacts

Ensuring that EPA Decision Making Incorporates Meaningful Community Involvement and Analyses that
| dentify Disproportionate |mpacts

The knowledge attained from community engagement activities, along with other actionsto consider more fully
environmental justice and civil rights, must be regularly reflected and addressed throughout EPA’ s documented
decisions. As afirst step, EPA will engage in a process and establish all necessary policies to determine which
actions are of major significance for environmental justice and civil rights purposes. This will help ensure that
the Agency’s most important decisions address the needs of impacted communities; respond to policy analyses
of potential environmental justice impacts; and consider recommendations from the National Environmental
Justice Advisory Council.

EPA must make significant and urgent progress in fundamentally grounding its work in addressing dispro-
portionality, which includes understanding of and reacting to issues of cumulative impacts and cumulative risks,
and rapidly advance its ability to conduct analyses that identify disproportionate impacts. One way to catalyze
such progressisto ensure that all EPA programs devel op guidance on using environmental justice tools such as
EJSCREEN to support their decision making.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 2.2.3. Community Approaches

Build Capacity to Support Community-Driven Approaches to Developing Healthy, Sustainable, and
Climate-Resilient Communities

Achieving meaningful change necessitates that EPA not only improve its decision making and program
implementation, but that the Agency significantly advanceits ability to work on the ground with communities as
a regular means of achieving its mission. EPA will build upon the many ways that programs and regions
currently work with and in communities by elevating and expanding the use of coordinated and collaborative
community-driven partnerships to address community priorities. EPA will leverage and coordinate its
investments in communities and collaborate with partners and other external stakeholders to advance
comprehensive and strategic community-driven approaches. EPA will ensure that its programs fully integrate
the key principles of effective community-driven work and over time increase the number of collaborative
partnerships centered on community prioritiesinitiated or supported through EPA activities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua
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Strategy 2.2.4. Programs
Ensuring Consideration of Civil Rights and Environmental Justice by EPA Programs

Asafederal agency charged with enforcing federal civil rights laws, EPA must ensure that all Agency programs
and activities comply with and implement civil rights obligations and integrate environmental justice
considerations. To do so, EPA must recognize that in addition to the enforcement and implementation of federa
civil rightslaws carried out through EPA’ s externa civil rights compliance program and addressed in Objective
2.3, EPA program and regional offices also must recognize and address civil rights and environmental justice
issues that arise as they implement their responsibilities under environmental laws, such as their permit review
responsibilities. Civil rights vigilance is an EPA-wide responsibility and a critical means for the Agency to
advancejustice and equity. To accomplish this, EPA will communicate requirements and expectationsto agency
staff through education, training, outreach, and technical assistance.

This training will enhance civil rights enforcement awareness and ability to integrate environmental justice
considerations, strengthen intra-Agency collaboration, and help the agency identify whether recipient programs
and activities are abiding by civil rights laws or engaging in prohibited discrimination. EPA programs must
reference and/or include applicable civil rights requirements in non-civil rights guidance documents, such asin
program strategic plans and environmental policy directives. In addition, all EPA program and regional office
staff must understand and appreciate the civil rights requirements that apply to federal agencies, including their
responsibility to develop and implement program and region-specific limited English language assistance and
disability access plansthat apply to all of the public-facing activities of EPA program and regional offices.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actual

2.3. Enforcement
Srengthen Civil Rights Enforcement in Communitieswith Environmental Justice Concerns

Strengthen enforcement of and compliance with civil rights laws to address the legacy of pollution in
overburdened communities. ~ To address the legacy of pollution in overburdened communities that results from
discriminatory actions, whether direct or indirect, intentional, or unintentional, EPA must use the full extent of
itsauthority and resourcesto vigorously enforce federal civil rightslaws. EPA isrequired to enforce federal civil
rights laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin (including limited English
proficiency), disability, gender, and age, in programs or activities that receive Agency financial assistance. To
ensure EPA financial assistance is not being used in a manner that discriminates and subjects aready
overburdened communities to further harm, EPA must support and promote a robust and mature external civil
rights compliance program for execution of EPA responsibilities and to provide a strong partner to its
environmental justice program. As stated earlier, robust enforcement of civil rights law coupled with EPA’s
environmental justice efforts provides EPA with the strongest ability to address disparities.

Stakeholder(s):

Communities:
with Environmental Justice Concerns
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Performancelndicators

LTPG 2.3.1 Compliance Reviews

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,

Target

Inititated

2026-09-30

45

2026, initiate 45
proactive post-award
civil rights
compliancereviews
to address
discrimination issues
in environmentally
overburdened and
underserved
communities.

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 2.3.2 Audits

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,

Target

Completed

2026-09-30

305

2026, complete 305
auditsto ensure EPA
financial assistance
recipientsare
complying with
nondiscrimination
program procedural
requirements.

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 2.3.3 Session

s& Events

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,

2026-09-30

84

Target
Actual

Completed

2026, complete 84
information sharing
sessionsand
outreach and
technical assistance
eventswith
overburdened and
underserved
communitiesand
environmental
justice advocacy
groupson civil rights
and environmental
justiceissues.

2026-09-30

Strategy 2.3.1. Discrimination & Injustice

Dismantle discriminatory barriers and systematic injustice with respect to the federal programs and statutes
EPA implements.

The classifications protected by federal civil rights laws encompass most of the underserved and overburdened
communities that have been exposed to a disproportionate level of harmful environmental, quality of life, and
health impacts from pollution sources. Federal laws authorize agencies such as EPA to enact rules, regulations,
or orders to achieve the laws objectives. EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation prohibits recipients of EPA
financial assistance from taking actions in their programs or activities that are intentionally discriminatory and/
or have a discriminatory effect. It is EPA’s inherent mission and legal mandate to dismantle discriminatory
barriers and systematic injustice with respect to the federal programs and statutes it implements — and the
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Agency must have a more robust and effective civil rights compliance program to ensure achievement of this
mandate.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 2.3.2. Mission & Initiatives

Revitalize our external civil rights mission and launch a significant number of critical initiatives that will
directly impact over burdened communities.

EPA has begun revitalizing its external civil rights mission and will launch a significant number of critica
initiatives that will directly impact overburdened communities. The external civil rights compliance program
will strengthen enforcement of civil rights laws by increasing: the number of affirmative compliance reviews
targeting critical environmental health and quality of life impacts in overburdened communities; the number of
outreach, information sharing, and technical assistance sessions provided to improve implementation; and
timeliness and effectiveness of complaint investigations and resolutions.

Stakeholder (s):
Overburdened Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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3. Environmental Laws
Enforce Environmental Laws and Ensure Compliance

Improve compliance with the nation’s environmental laws and hold violators accountable. Introduction A robust
compliance monitoring and enforcement program is necessary to ensure communities get the environmental and
human health benefitsintended by environmental statutes and EPA’ sregulations. EPA regulates morethan 1.2 million
facilities adhering to a variety of environmental statutes that protect human health and the environment. Likewise,
EPA regulates awide range of productsincluding automobiles and pesticides. EPA, Tribes, states, and territories work
cooperatively to achieve compliance, with delegated or authorized states conducting most enforcement activities
across the country. EPA collaborates with Tribes in Indian country, by both directly implementing compliance
monitoring and enforcement programs and through oversight of programsimplemented by Tribes.

EPA will collaborate with Tribes, states, and territories to focus federal enforcement resources on the most serious
environmental problems where noncompliance with environmental statutes and regulations is a significant
contributing factor and where federal enforcement can have asignificant impact on the nation’ sair, water, and land. In
addition to EPA’s other core work, this will include targeting and screening to prioritize inspections in communities
facing substantial burdens from environmental noncompliance. EPA will continue to identify a small number of key
areas, called National Compliance Initiatives, where focused EPA attention will be especially value-added. EPA will
seek to increase inspections, prioritize enforcement cases, identify remedies with tangible benefits for impacted
communities, and increase engagement with communities about enforcement cases. EPA will continue to initiate
enforcement actionsto protect against children’ s health hazardsin areas such as exposure to lead paint, the presence of
lead and other contaminantsin drinking water, and particul ate air emissionsthat aggravate asthma.

The Agency will address climate change by directing resources to ensure effective enforcement responses for those
sources with noncompliant emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) and develop remedies that are consistent with
GHG mitigation and climate resilience. In addition, EPA will enforce against the illegal import, distribution and use
within the United States of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which are chemicals with potent global warming potential,
and pursue violators of the Renewable Fuel Standard.

3.1. Accountability

Hold Environmental Violators and Responsible Parties Accountable

Use vigorous and targeted civil and criminal enforcement to ensure accountability for violations and to clean up
contamination. ~ Enforcement is essential to ensuring that everyone is protected by the nation’s environmental
laws and regulations. EPA strives to not only return violators to compliance but also to obtain the relief needed
to address the underlying causes of the violations, to prevent reoccurrence and, in appropriate cases, mitigate the
harm to the communitiesimpacted by noncompliance.

Performancelndicators

LTPG 3.1.1 Open Cases
Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target Reduced 2026-09-30 93
2026, reduceto not -
morethan 93 the Actud Basdline 2021-09-30

number of open civil
judicial casesmore
than 2.5yearsold
without acomplaint
filed.

Actua 2026-09-30
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Strategy 3.1.1. Enforcement
Take Timely Enforcement Action

Timely enforcement is effective enforcement. EPA has set a long-term performance goal that reflects the
commitment of the enforcement program to address noncompliance as expeditiously as possible. For example,
one area of focus has been to reduce the number of Referred No Complaint Filed (RNCF) cases; namely, the
number of open civil judicia cases that EPA referred to the Department of Justice (DOJ) more than 2.5 years
ago and acomplaint has not been filed.

Complex cases often take longer to resolve; some of EPA’s enforcement cases involve national companies with
multiple facilities across the country. Many cases aso involve extremely complex facilities that must comply
with multiple federal statutes based on the nature of their operations. Municipal cases often involve multiple
neighboring communities with varying economic meanswho share afailing sewer or drinking water system and
who must agree together on injunctive relief that isavery significant expense for the defendants. These types of
cases, justifiably, often take along timeto resolve. During the timeit takes to achieve case resol utions, EPA will
endeavor to provide early injunctive relief and monitoring, where appropriate, and will increase communication
to affected communities about the progress of enforcement efforts.

Since implementation of the RNCF measure in 2018, EPA has been steadily resolving older referred cases,
primarily through settlement. Through timely resolution of environmental violations EPA can address both the
public health concerns of overburdened, disproportionately affected communities and the emissions of GHGs or
other compoundsthat contribute to or exacerbate the effects of climate change.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 3.1.2. Settlements
Using All Appropriate Injunctive Relief Toolsin Civil Enforcement Settlements

EPA is committed to using the full array of policy and legal tools available to ensure that environmental laws
and the policiesto implement them deliver benefitsto all individuals and communities. In determining the most
appropriate resolution for a particular matter, EPA will first consider which compliance toolswill be effectiveto
promptly ensure the regulated party returns to and remains in compliance. Tools like Advanced Monitoring,
Audits and Independent Third-party Verification, Electronic Reporting, and Increased Transparency of
Compliance Datacan help provide information in amore readily available format to members of the public, who
can assist in monitoring compliance. Many tools aso benefit the settling party. For example, third party
verification helpsthe facility identify future non-compliance early, allowing for a quick response to remedy the
problem; and el ectronic reporting provides amore transparent demonstration of compliance, which may help the
settling party’s relationship with its neighboring community. When appropriate, an Alternative Dispute
Resolution processis used to reach a sol ution that meetsthe needs of both EPA and the settling party.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 3.1.3. Environmental Justice

Srengthen Environmental Justice Through a Robust Enforcement Program

EPA will continue to rely on mapping and screening tools, including EJSCREEN, in combination with local
knowledge to help identify overburdened communities that may be disproportionally impacted by pollution.
EPA will focus on strengthening enforcement and resolving environmental honcompliance through remedies
with tangible benefits for the impacted community, including: ¢ Preventing further pollution due to noncompli-
ance, mitigating past impacts from pollution, and securing penalties to recapture economic benefit of
noncompliance and deter future violations. « Seeking early and innovative relief (e.g., fenceline monitoring and
transparency tools). « Incorporating Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs) in settlements, where
appropriate and to the extent permitted by law and policy. ¢ Seeking restitution for victims of environmental
crimes.

The Agency uses its statutory authorities under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA or Superfund) and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) to protect
overburdened communities by requiring responsible parties to take early and expedited cleanup actions,
developing more robust enforcement instruments, ensuring the oversight of those enforcement instruments, and
building trust and capacity through community engagement. Superfund enforcement efforts maximize Poten-
tially Responsible Parties (PRP) involvement at Superfund sites, ensuring that viable, liable PRPs clean up
sites, rather than taxpayers, and by recovering costsif the EPA expends Superfund-appropriated dollarsto clean
up sites.

In addition, EPA will strengthen tools for the detection of environmental crimes in overburdened communities,
improve outreach to the victims of such crimes, and ensure that investigations are structured to provide
maximum assistance to DOJ in its exercise of prosecutorial discretion and pursuit of remedies that will
guarantee adequate protection for those communities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 3.1.4. Climate Change

Tackle Climate Change Through Enforcement

To advance Agency effortsto tackle the climate crisis and mitigate GHG emissions, EPA will target violators of
the American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act, the Renewable Fuel Standard, and regulations that
apply to oil and gas sources and landfills. EPA will make effective use of civil judicial litigation and, if
appropriate, administrative ordersto achieve suitable remedies. EPA also will include climate change adaptation
measures, flare efficiency and flare gas recovery requirements, and clean renewable energy projects in case
resolutions as appropriate. Case teams will assess climate vulnerabilities and ensure that the injunctive relief
measures implemented to resolve environmental violations are resilient to the impacts of climate change. EPA
will vigorously enforceits regulationsto prevent and deter illegal importation of HFCs.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Page 38



Srategic Plan U.S Environmental Protection Agency

3.2. Violations & Compliance
Detect Violations and Promote Compliance

Ensure high levels of compliance with federal environmental laws and regul ations through effective compliance
tools — including inspections, other monitoring activities, and technical assistance supported by evidence and
advanced technologies. ~ Effective targeting of compliance monitoring, including inspections in communities
with environmental justice concerns, plays acritical rolein achieving the goals EPA has set forth for protecting
health and the environment. Achieving high rates of compliance with environmental laws and regulations
requires the use of awide range of compliance tools, including compliance monitoring. EPA and Tribal, state,
and territorial co-regulators conduct inspections, investigations, and review of self-reported compliance
monitoring information to determine if regulated entities are complying with environmental statutes as well as
applicable regulations and permit conditions. These activities help identify conditions that may present
imminent and substantial endangerment to human health and the environment and thereby warrant immediate
response. EPA works with co-regulators to achieve the shared goals of considering environmental justice
concerns in its enforcement and compliance work and timely returning violators to compliance with
environmental laws.

Achieving high rates of compliance with environmental laws and regulations is aided by the use of other
compliance tools, including technical assistance to the regulated community (e.g., Enforcement Alerts and
Compliance Advisories), and sharing information with affected communities to hel p them monitor compliance.

Performancelndicators
LTPG 3.2.1 Timely Inspection Reports

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target 2026-09-30 75
2026, send 75% of -
EPA inspection Actud Baseline 2021-09-30
reportsto facilities
within 70 days of
inspection.
Actuad 2026-09-30

LTPG 3.2.2 Targeted I nspections

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target Conducted 2026-09-30 55
2026, conduct 55% -
of annual EPA Actud Baseline 2021-09-30
inspections at

facilitiesthat affect
communitieswith
potential
environmental
justice concerns.

Actual 2026-09-30

Strategy 3.2.1. Noncompliance
Focuson critical areas of noncompliance.

Through its ongoing process of selecting National Compliance Initiatives in collaboration with Tribes, states,
and territories, EPA will focus its work on critical areas of noncompliance. Recent examples include National
Compliance Initiativesto address toxic Clean Air Act (CAA) and RCRA air emissions, improve drinking water
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compliance, reduce the rate of Clean Water Act (CWA) significant noncompliance, and reduce the number of
chemical accidents. Notably, EPA is carrying out evidencebuilding activities to address priority questions
related to drinking water systems out of compliance, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas. By
proactively working with Tribes, states, and territories to identify areas of serious noncompliance and then
bringing the right compliance and enforcement tools to bear, EPA will make the most effective use of its
resources.

EPA’s Compliance Assistance Centers Program (CACP) and Loca Government Environmental Assistance
Network (LGEAN) aso help to improve compliance with environmental laws and regulations, and EPA will
continueto fund the CACP and LGEAN grants.

EPA will continue to promote innovative enforcement remedies that are based on reliable data or other robust
evidence to substantiate their effectiveness, through the development of a compliance Learning Agenda. The
Agency will identify the most pressing programmatic questions and create a venue for EPA, Tribes, states, and
territories to collaborate in the development of evidence-based enforcement tools and techniques that will
ensure the biggest impact on environmental compliance

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 3.2.2. Inspection Reports

Produce Timely Inspection Reports

EPA has set along-term performance goal to reduce the time from when EPA conducts an on-site inspection to
the time that EPA provides the facility with a completed inspection report notifying it of any potential
compliance issues. Improving the timeliness of these activities allows the facility to address compliance issues
more quickly, which would directly benefit the communities affected by the environmental and human health
impacts of the alleged violations. EPA balances the desire for fast action against the fundamental need to ensure
quality inspections. Thus, where inspections are extremely complex and multi-faceted, more time for the
compl etion of theinspection report may be needed.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 3.2.3. Compliance

Focus Compliance Assurance Activities on Communities, Especially Those with Environmental Justice
Concerns

EPA has set a long-term performance goal to increase the percentage of inspections at facilities affecting
overburdened communities. Communities that are aready burdened with high pollution levels are more
vulnerable to the harmful effects of permit violations and are a high priority for inspections and compliance
review. These effortswill advance the detection and resol ution of noncompliance activitiesin communities with
environmental justice concerns.
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EPA aso will provide greater public access to compliance data to help communities better understand and
manage risks. The Agency will increase engagement with communities so that communities and EPA can share
resources and work together to improve compliance. EPA is aso continuing to expand its Compliance Advisor
Program (formerly known as the Circuit Rider Program) to help small drinking water and wastewater systems—
many in communities with environmental justice concerns — to return to, and maintain, compliance. EPA has
found that many such systems are unable to maintain compliance due to lack of technical, managerial, and
financial capacity aswell as aging infrastructure, workforce shortages, and declining rate bases. Part trainer and
part consultant, compliance advisors troubleshoot issues, develop plans to return systems to compliance, and
increase the technical capacity of operators. EPA will continue work to ensure that funded activities increase
systems' capacity, including those in vulnerable communities and Indian country.

Stakeholder(s):

Communities:
Especially Those with Environmental Justice Con-
cerns

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 3.2.4. Data& Enforcement
Improve Compliance Assurance Data Management and Enfor cement Targeting Capabilities

Effective compliance monitoring and enforcement increasingly depends on effective use of data management
and data science capabilities. EPA will improve its collection and management of compliance monitoring
information through modernization of existing data systems and creation of new tools to streamline the
compliance monitoring process.

EPA will modernize its key compliance information system, the Integrated Compliance Information System
(IC1S), and will support better integration with the Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO)
website. Improvements to ICIS and ECHO will facilitate better access to compliance data and community
information (e.g., from EPA’sEJSCREEN tool) for the Agency, Tribes, states, and the public. Thiswill enhance
EPA’ s effortsto address compliance concernsin underserved communities and help EPA and authorized Tribes
and states ensure better compliance with clean air and clean water requirements.

EPA will also continue to expand software solutions for field inspectors to improve the effectiveness and
efficiency of compliance inspections conducted by the Agency and authorized states. EPA’s Smart Mobile
Toolsfor Inspectors software streamlines the process of documenting field inspections and preparing reports on
their results. Thissoftwarewill allow EPA, Tribes, and statesto use their compliance monitoring resources more
efficiently, including monitoring for noncompliance, which affects underserved communities, or which may
have climate impacts. ICIS Modernization and Smart Mobile Tools for Inspectors are two of the key efforts
under the Agency’ s E-Enterprisefor the Environment program.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 3.2.5. Climate Change
Tackle Climate Change Through Compliance Assurance

EPA will advance its efforts to address climate change mitigation and adaptation issues through targeting,
monitoring, and technical assistance. For example, EPA will direct monitoring and targeting efforts to sources
with the most potential for noncompliant emissions of GHGs and other compounds that contribute to or
exacerbate climate change, such as oil and gas wells that are a large source of methane emissions. In addition,
EPA’s compliance advisors for sustainable water systems will continue to provide technical assistance on
climate resilience to wastewater and drinking water facilities. Further, EPA will vigorously enforce its
regulationsto prevent and deter theillegal importation of HFCs.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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4. Air
Ensure Clean and Healthy Air for All Communities

All peopleregardless of race, color, national origin, or income deserveto breathe clean air outdoors and indoors, and it
is especially important that the health of vulnerable and sensitive populations, such as children and persons adversely
affected by persistent poverty or inequality, be protected. Levels of pollutants linked to health impacts continue to
decline as the economy has grown significantly over the long term. Between 1970 and 2020, the combined emissions
of six key pollutants dropped by 78 percent, while the U.S. economy remained strong — growing 272 percent over the
sametime. EPA will continueto build on this progress and work to assure clean air for all Americans, with aparticular
focus on those in underserved and overburdened communities, who are impacted disproportionately.

Numerous scientific studies have linked air pollution and specific pollutants to a variety of health problems and
environmental impacts. Long-term exposure to elevated levels of certain air pollutants is associated with increased
risk of cancer, premature mortality, and damage to the immune, neurological, reproductive, cardiovascular, and
respiratory systems. Over the next four years, EPA will work to ensure clean and healthy air for communities by
reducing emissions of ozone-forming pollutants, particulate matter, and air toxics. EPA will also work to address
high-risk indoor air quality pollutants in homes, schools, and workplaces. EPA will rely on proven approaches
including regulatory tools, innovative market-based techniques, public and private-sector partnerships,
community-based approaches, technical assistance programs that promote environmental stewardship, and programs
that encourage adoption of cost-effective technologies and practices.

4.1. Quality, Pollution & Health
Improve Air Quality and Reduce Localized Pollution and Health Impacts

Reduce air pollution on local, regional, and national scales to achieve healthy air quality for people and the
environment. ~ The United Statesis continuing to see strong improvement in air quality on the national level as
the combined emissions reductions efforts by EPA and Tribal, state, and local air agencies have proven to be
very effective. Between 1970 and 2020, the combined emissions of the six common National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutants (particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM 10), sulfur dioxide (SO2), oxides of
nitrogen (NOXx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), carbon monoxide (CO), and lead (Pb)) dropped by 78
percent. Also, the number of days each year reaching the “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups’ level or above on the
Air Quality Index has continued to trend downward since 2000.

Despite this national record of success, air quality disparities due to disproportionate pollution impacts exist in
multiple areas across the country. Approximately 97 million Americans lived in counties with air quality
concentrations above the level of one or more NAAQS in 2020. Studies show substantial disparities exist in
PM2.5-related risk between groups. Nonwhites, particularly blacks, are at increased risk for PM2.5-related
health effects, in part due to disparities in exposure. One study estimated people of color were exposed to 25
percent higher PM 2.5 (as compared to the rest of the population) in 2014 from domestic anthropogenic sources.
Neighborhoods with the highest poverty rates had 14 percent higher PM2.5 levels in 2016 compared with
neighborhoods with the lowest poverty rates. Multiple areas are disproportionately impacted by local sources
emitting air toxics, and the scientific understanding of health risks related to exposure to air toxics continues to
emerge.

All people regardless of race, color, nationa origin, or income deserve to breathe clean air, and it is especialy
important that the nation’s laws protect the health of vulnerable and sensitive populations, such as children and
those with preexisting respiratory conditions. Over the next four years, EPA will work collaboratively with air
agencies to maintain and improve the nation’s air quality. EPA will particularly focus on advancing
environmental justice by engaging with communities on key activitiesincluding technical assistance, regulation
development, and financial assistance.
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Performancelndicators

LTPG 4.1.1 Electric Generation NOx

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Tons

By September 30,

Target

Reduced

2026-09-30

308,376.5

2026, reduce ozone
season emissions of
nitrogen oxides
(NOx) from electric
power generation
sources by 21% from
the 2019 baseline of
390,354 tons.

Actual

Basdine

2019-09-30

390,350

Actual

2026-09-30

390,350

LTPG 4.1.2 Air Quality Improvement

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,

Target

Improved

2026-09-30

10

2026, improve
measured air quality
in counties not
meeting the current
National Ambient
Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS)
from the 2016
baseline by 10%.

Actual

Basdine

2016-09-30

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 4.1.3Low SESAreaAir Quality Compliance

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Standards (NAAQS).

By September 30, 2026, strive
to ensureall peoplewith low
S0Ci0-economic status (SES)
liveinareaswheretheair
quality meetsthe current fine
particle pollution (PM2.5)
National Ambient Air Quality

Target

All Areas Comply

2026-09-30

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 4.1.4HCFCsConsumption

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Tons

By September 30,

Target

2026-09-30

76.2

2026, ensure U.S.
consumption of
hydrochlorofluoroca
rbons (HCFCs) is
lessthan 76.2 tons
per year of ozone
depletion potential.

Actual

Baseline

2021-09-30

Actual

2026-09-30
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Strategy 4.1.1. NAAQS
Periodically review the NAAQS.

Taking into account the most current research on health effects and changing conditions from a warming
climate, EPA will continue to periodicaly review the NAAQS. The Agency will reconsider the December 2020
decision to retain the PM NAAQS because available scientific evidence and technical information indicate that
the current standards may not be adequate to protect public health and welfare, asrequired by the Clean Air Act.
In reviewing the NAAQS, the Agency will assess whether the current standards provide adeguate protection for
the people most at-risk, including people with heart or lung disease, children and older adults, and nonwhite
populations.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 4.1.2. Environmental Justice
Evaluate environmental justice considerations.

The Agency will focus on evaluating environmental justice considerations related to the NAAQS during review
and implementation. EPA will continue to work closely with air agencies to ensure that they are working to
improveair quality in areasthat do not meet the NAAQS, including the 2010 SO2 NAAQS, the 2012 PM 2.5 and
PM10 NAAQS, and the 2008 and 2015 Ozone NAAQS. EPA will also continue to work closely with air
agencieson theregional haze program to improve visibility in thelarger national parksand wilderness aress.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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Strategy 4.1.3. Stationary Sources

Develop emission reduction strategies and multipollutant regulations governing air emissions from stationary
Sour ces.

Stationary fuel combustion sources, such as electric utilities and industrial boilers, continue to represent a
significant proportion of the nation’s emissions inventory. In meeting statutory and legal requirements to
regulate stationary sources, EPA will maximize public health benefits and make environmental justice and
community outreach central in these rulemaking efforts. EPA will lead the development of comprehensive and
cost-effective emission reduction strategies and multipollutant regulations governing air emissions from
stationary sources, including technology and health-based standards and voluntary or non-regulatory initiatives.

Stakeholder (s):
Electric Utilities Industrial Boiler Operators

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.1.4. Programs

Operate nationwide and multi-state programs addressing air pollutants from the power sector and other large
stationary sources.

EPA will continue to operate nationwide and multi-state programs, such as the Acid Rain Program and the
Cross-State Air Pollution Rules, that address major global, national, and regional air pollutants from the power
sector and other large stationary sources. These flexible, cost-effective, and environmentally effective air
pollution control programs help reduce air toxics emissions, regional haze, and interstate pollution that
interferes with the attainment and maintenance of the NAAQS.

Stakeholder (9):
States Power Sector

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actuad

Strategy 4.1.5. Air Toxics

Set and enfor ce technol ogy-based air toxics emissions standards.

EPA will also continue to set and enforce technology-based air toxics emissions standards and, where
appropriate, amend those standards to address residua risk and technology advancements. This includes
revisiting aspects of the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards for power plants, as directed by Executive Order
13990: Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis. These
regulations limit toxic air pollution from stationary sources, reducing pollution in communities and providing
tools to help communities and other stakeholders meaningfully engage in the process. EPA will consider
multipollutant impacts in the development and implementation of Maximum Achievable Control Technology
standards and New Source Performance Standards, where appropriate. To address unacceptable risks that may
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remain after implementing national strategies, EPA works with air agencies to understand the risks at the local
level, target problem areas, and tail or reduction strategies and approaches to the unique situationsin those areas.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.1.6. Regulatory Process
Promote early integration of environmental justice considerationsin the regulatory process.

EPA will promote early integration of environmental justice considerations in the regulatory process. For
example, the Agency will develop new and enhanced applications of environmental justice analytics to inform
how power sector rules can mitigate impacts on overburdened communities. Thiseffort will include modeling of
power sector emissions down to the county level as well as improved representation of fine particulate matter
that includestoxic heavy metals.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 4.1.7. Data& Tools
Make availabletechnical data and toolsto support air quality planning and environmental justice analyses.

The Agency will continue to develop and make available the necessary technical data and tools to support air
quality planning and environmental justice analyses. This includes critical information on emissions and
ambient concentrations of air pollution, and associated data systems, such as AirNow, the Air Quality System,
and the National Emissions Inventory. In addition, EPA will work with air agencies and, as appropriate, with
other federal agenciesto develop improved measurement methods (e.g., for woodsmoke, PM emissions, PFAS,
and air toxics, such as ethylene oxide) and emissions data (e.g., for agricultural sources and for air toxics). To
support air agencies, promote national consistency, and ensure information is publicly available, EPA will
continue to operate, maintain, and upgrade as needed the State Planning Electronic Collaboration System
(SPeCS), the Combined Air Emissions Reporting System (CAERS), and the Electronic Permit System (EPS).
EPA will also test, evaluate, and refine draft tools for incorporating environmental justice considerations into
EPA-issued permits and ensure opportunities for meaningful public involvement in the permit process.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 4.1.8. Engagement

Prioritize engagement with low-income and marginalized communities.

EPA will work with air agencies and local communities to prioritize engagement with low-income and
marginalized communities that for decades have been overburdened with air pollution and other environmental
hazards. EPA will undertake air monitoring and other assessment approachesto address theselong-neglected air
quality and public health problems. The Agency will work to assess the current state of the nation’s monitoring
network and pursue collaborative approaches to modernize the technologies, equipment, and network design
used to measure air quality as well as enhance the quality and security of critical data collection, handling, and
reporting from the network.

Stakeholder (s):
L ow-Income Communities Marginalized Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.1.9. Mobile Sources

Collect and eval uate mobile source emission data.

EPA will collect and evaluate mobile source emission data to help guide future program priorities related to
reducing criteria pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions from light-duty cars and trucks, heavy-duty trucks and
buses, nonroad engines and equipment, and from the fuels that power these engines. The Agency will develop
the next round of multi-pollutant emission standards for light-duty and highway heavy-duty vehicles, which will
improve air quality and reduce pollution near roads and other areas of high truck activity, such as warehouses
and ports. EPA will also continue to work to ensure that Clean Air Act requirements are met for new
transportation projects with heavy-duty diesel traffic, such that they do not worsen air quality near communities
with environmental justice concerns. The Agency will address air quality concerns in these communities
through implementing regulations, developing improved air quality models and mitigation measures, and
collaborating with a broad range of stakeholders — including state air quality agencies and communities with
environmental justice concerns — to devel op targeted, sector-based, and place-based strategies for diesel fleets
(including school buses, ports, and other goods movement facilities). EPA will support and oversee projects for
the replacement of existing school buses with low- or zero-emission school buses funded under the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, which will beimplemented in alignment with Justice40.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.1.10. Air Toxics Strategy

| dentify and addr ess existing, emerging, and future air toxicsissues.

EPA will implement its Air Toxics Strategy to more effectively identify and address existing, emerging, and
future air toxicsissuesin the U.S. Identifying air toxics issues and appropriate approaches for addressing them
requires strong communication, coordination, and collaboration between EPA, regulatory partners, and
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stakeholders aswell as sound technical information and analyses to support technical and policy solutions. EPA
will assess risks to public health from exposure to air toxics such as ethylene oxide, chloroprene, and benzene
from stationary sources. This will be done in support of upcoming regulatory and other program efforts,
including for source categories with significant disproportionate impacts such as chemical manufacturing, to
ensurethat the air toxics rules appropriately protect public health, especially for neighboring communities. EPA
will alsoimprovedelivery of information to the public on the status of air toxics pollution and potential exposure
and risk levels through the Air Toxics Data Update. The Agency is developing an approach to provide annual
emissions, air quality, and risk information nationally as well as how to best provide interim risk information to
communities as needed.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 4.1.11. Ozone Layer
Protect and restore the stratospheric ozone layer.

EPA is continuing to implement provisions of Title VI of the Clean Air Act Amendments and the Montreal
Protocol, to protect and restore the stratospheric ozone layer by reducing the use, emissions, import, and
production of ozone-depleting substances in the United States. By 2022, U.S. consumption of hydrochlorofluo-
rocarbons, chemicalsthat deplete the Earth’ s protective ozone layer, will be lessthan 76.2 tons per year of ozone
depletion potential from the 2015-2019 target of 1,520 tons per year. EPA will continue to use regulatory
approaches to reduce the production import, use, and production of ozone-depleting substances, including
reviewing and listing alternativesthat are safer for the ozone layer.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

4.2. Radiation & Indoor Air
Reduce Exposureto Radiation and Improve Indoor Air

Limit unnecessary radiation exposure and achieve healthier indoor air quality, especially for vulnerable
populations. ~ To improve indoor air and reduce exposure to radiation, EPA |eads programs that educate the
public about radiation and indoor air quality concerns, including radon, asthma triggers, and poor ventilation.
These programs promote public action to reduce potential risks in homes, schools, and workplaces. Included
among the people most exposed to indoor air pollutants are those most susceptible to the effects—the young, the
elderly, and the chronically ill. Recognizing the potential hazards of radiation, Congress charged EPA with the
primary responsibility for protecting people and the environment from harmful and avoidabl e exposures.

Because Americans spend most of their time indoors, where pollutant levels are often significantly higher than
outdoors, poor indoor air is a major health concern. For example, radon is the second leading cause of lung
cancer, responsible for 21,000 lung cancer deaths annually. Nationally, one in 15 homes is estimated to have
elevated radon levels. In many communities, this ratio is much higher. Low-income families often lack
resources to test for and mitigate radon in their homes. As another example, nearly 24 million Americans have
asthma. Low-income communities of color suffer disproportionately from asthma and substandard housing and
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lack of access to care underlie this disparity. Indoor allergens and irritants play a significant role in making
asthma worse and triggering asthma attacks. The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted the importance of
healthy indoor air quality and ventilation in homes, schools, and other buildings.

To address these and other hazardous indoor air pollutants, EPA collaborates with Tribal and state organiza-
tions; environmenta and public health officials, housing, energy, and building organizations; personnel who
manage school environments; and health care providers who treat children prone to or suffering disproportion-
ately from asthma. The focus of these non-regulatory effortsisto create, expand, and leverage policy, systems,
and individual action to promote healthy indoor environments and reduce exposure to harmful indoor air
pollutants.

Performancelndicators
LTPG 4.2.1 Lung Cancer DeathsPrevented

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target 2026-09-30 2,250
2026, prevent 2,250

lung cancer deaths Actual Baseline 2020-09-30 1,684
annually through
lower radon
exposureas
compared tothe FY
2020 baseline of
1,684 prevented lung
cancer deaths.

Actual 2026-09-30 1,684

Strategy 4.2.1. Indoor Air

Addressthe need for healthier indoor air.

The COVID-19 pandemic, along with increased prevalence of wildfires and other natural disasters that impact
indoor air, generated unprecedented awareness and demand for healthier indoor air in homes, schools, and other
buildings. EPA will work to restore, leverage, and scale up programs to reduce exposures to radon through home
testing and mitigation, promote in-home asthma management, improve air quality in homes and schools, and
build capacity for Tribes, states, and communities with environmental justice concerns to comprehensively
addressindoor air risks.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 4.2.2. Radon

Eliminate avoidable radon-induced lung cancer in the United States.

EPA estimates that there are 12,000 avoidable lung cancer deaths annualy attributable to indoor radon
exposure. To reduce this high public health risk, EPA will co-lead the National Radon Action Plan (NRAP), a
multisector public-private coalition committed to eliminating avoidabl e radon-induced lung cancer in the United
States and addressing radon as ahealth equity challenge. It is estimated there are more than seven million homes
in the U.S. at or above the EPA radon action level. EPA will continue to provide State Indoor Radon Grant
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funding, and technical assistanceto Tribesand states, with afocus on increasing access to testing and mitigation
in underserved communities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.2.3. Asthma
Support state Medicaid programs and private health plansto pay for in-home asthma interventions.

In-home asthma management is a critical component of asthma care, particularly in low-income populations.
EPA, in partnership with the Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) through the Federal Asthma Disparities Action Plan, is supporting state Medicaid
programs and private health plansto pay for in-home asthmainterventions through reimbursement mechanisms.
In addition, EPA is working to reduce asthma disparities for low-income people and communities of color by
supporting public health and housing organizations to train and deploy community health workers to deliver
in-home asthmainterventionsand care.

Stakeholder (s):

Asthma Sufferers
StateM edicaid Programs
PrivateHealth Plans

Centersfor Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC)

L ow-Income People
Communitiesof Color
Public Health Or ganizations

Public Housing Organizations

Community Health Workers
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 4.2.4. Indoor Air Quality

Reduceindoor air quality risksin schools

EPA will continue to reduceindoor air quality risksin schools through the Indoor Air Quality Toolsfor Schools
program, with a focus on technical assistance, training, assessments, and implementation support for in-need
communities. EPA will expand technical assistance to advance best indoor air quality practices through
ventilation improvements, operation and preventive maintenance, and appropriate sanitation in school and
childcare buildings. EPA will also expand federal coordination and collaboration through the Federal Partnersin
School Health, amulti-agency collaboration led by the Department of Education, CDC, and EPA.

Stakeholder (9):
Schools Department of Education
Federal Partnersin School Health CDC

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 4.2.5. New Homes

Update the Indoor air PLUSnew home construction specifications.

EPA will update the Indoor airPLUS new home construction specifications and expand the program to address
indoor air quality (IAQ) protections during home renovations and upgrades. EPA will work with federal, state,
and local weatherization and energy efficiency programs to incorporate |AQ protective practices through the
Energy Savings Plus Health suite of guidances and tools. EPA will provide technical assistance and other
support to Tribes through the Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center and tools to build local expertise
and indoor air quality capacity among Tribal air quality professionalsto help reduce exposure to harmful indoor
air pollutants, including through radon testing and mitigation technol ogies.

Stakeholder (s):

Homebuilders State Agencies
Weatherization Programs L ocal Agencies
Ener gy Efficiency Programs Tribes

Federal Agencies

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 4.2.6. Radiation

Update the Federal Radiation Protection Guidance.

EPA will review and update the Federal Radiation Protection Guidance, currently based on protecting an adult
male, to include protection for al members of the U.S. population, with particular emphasis on the most
vulnerable. These updates will address considerations for all ages, genders, and the increased sensitivity of
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pregnant individuals and children to radiation exposure. EPA will provide clear, accurate, and accessible risk
communications products that allow individuals and communities to make informed decisions about reducing

radiation exposure.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 4.2.7. Capabilities & Equipment

Maintain personnel expertise, capabilities, and equipment readiness of the radiological emergency response

program.

EPA will maintain personnel expertise, capabilities, and equipment readiness of the radiological emergency
response program under the National Response Framework and the National Contingency Plan, including the
Agency’s Radiological Emergency Response Team. EPA will provide oversight of the Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant (WIPP), including review of the Department of Energy plans for additional waste panels and surplus
plutonium disposal, to ensure safe, long-term disposal of radioactive waste and the continued cleanup of nuclear
weapons program legacy sites. EPA will also meet its Clean Air Act obligation to control radionuclide emissions
by updating and bolstering inspector training programs and guidance to ensure asustainablelevel of expertise.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual
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5. Water
Ensure Clean and Safe Water for All Communities

Provide clean and safe water for all communities and protect our nation’s waterbodies ~ Clean and safe water isavital
resource that is essential to the protection of human health. Without clean water, communities and economies cannot
thrive. EPA is committed to ensuring clean and safe water for all, especialy for vulnerable communities of color,
underserved communities, and Tribal communities. EPA has made significant progress in protecting water resources
since the enactment of the Clean Water Act (CWA); Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA); and Marine Protection,
Research, and Sanctuaries Act. As a result, most communities enjoy and depend upon reliable sources of clean and
safe water. Many formerly impaired waters have been restored and now support recreational and public health uses.
Still, the nation faces significant challenges, including water equity and affordability, aging infrastructure, legacy lead
pipes, nutrient pollution, per- and polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) contamination, cybersecurity threats, and the
climatecrisis.

Many communities need upgrades in both drinking water and wastewater infrastructure as well as greater capacity to
comply with new and existing risks and standards. Tens of thousands of homes, primarily in Tribal communities and
underserved communities and territories, lack access to basic sanitation and drinking water. EPA is committed to
prioritizing equity, environmental justice, and the lived experience of those most impacted by water pollution in the
Agency’s policy and regulatory development. Climate change compounds these problems. For example, warmer
temperatures are exacerbating harmful algal blooms in freshwater lakes and storms of increasing intensity are further
stressing aging infrastructure. These challenges highlight the need to work with EPA’s partners to evaluate options
and implement programs for protecting and improving the resilience of both built and natural infrastructure.

Over the next four years, EPA will work to protect and improve the quality of groundwater, surface waters, and
drinking water. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law directs significant investmentsin the health, equity, and resilience
of American communities. With unprecedented funding to support upgrades to our aging national infrastructure, and
in aignment with Justiced0, EPA will improve peopl€e's health and safety, help create good paying jobs, and increase
climate resilience throughout the country.

EPA is committed to strengthening collaborative problem-solving with federal agencies, Tribal, state, and local
governments, communities, and nongovernmental partners; advancing science; completing key rulemakings (e.g.,
Lead and Copper Rule Revisions, definition of “waters of the United States,” Clean Water Act Section 401 water
quality certification); protecting underground sources of drinking water; providing technical assistance; improving
data accessibility and risk communication; facilitating innovative program action; and using its authority to help
protect the health of all people and the nation’s waterbodies. EPA will ensure that science is respected, elevated, and
prioritized in al decisions and is released to the public in atimely and transparent manner. EPA will also address a
critical public health issue by working with states and water utilitiesto remove lead servicelinesthat contribute to high
lead levelsin drinking water. EPA will help utilities identify their lead service lines and work with federal and state
funding authoritiesto help utilitiesremovethelines.

5.1. Infrastructure & Drinking Water
Ensure Safe Drinking Water and Reliable Water Infrastructure

Protect public health from the risk of exposure to regulated and emerging contaminants in drinking and source
waters by improving the reliability, accessibility, and resilience of the nation’ s water infrastructure to reduce the
impacts of climate change, structural deterioration, and cyber threats. ~ The United States enjoys one of the
world's most reliable and safest supplies of drinking water. More than 93 percent of the population receives safe
drinking water from approximately 50,000 community water systems. Similarly, the use of sewage collection
systems has provided dramatic improvements in public health. Today, approximately 15,000 municipal
wastewater treatment facilities operate nationwide, serving more than 76 percent of the population.

Some communities across the country, however, face the challenge of aging or inadequate drinking water,
wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure. Many marginalized, underserved, or Tribal communities|ack crucial
access to clean and safe water and are the most vulnerable to exposure to contaminants such as lead and PFAS.
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The COVID-19 pandemic, cyber-attacks, and climate change have compounded these challenges and
heightened the urgency to reinvest in water infrastructure (i.e., gray and green infrastructure, or natural systems
such as wetlands). EPA is committed to investing in water infrastructure improvements to address these
challenges so that all communities have accessto clean and safe drinking water.

Performancelndicators
LTPG 5.1.1 Noncompliant Water Systems

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target 2026-09-30
2026, reducethe

number of Actud Baseline 2021-03-31 752
community water
systemsstill in
noncompliance with
heal th-based
standards since
March 31, 2021 from
752 to 500.

Actua 2026-09-30 752

LTPG 5.1.2 Noncompliant Indian Water Systems

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target 2026-09-30 70
2026, reduce the -
number of Actud Baseline 2021-03-31 110

community water
systemsin Indian
country still in
noncompliance with
heal th-based
standards since
March 31, 2021 from
110to 70.

Actua 2026-09-30 110
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LTPG 5.1.3Non-Federal Funding for Water Infrastructure

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Billion Dollars
By September 30, Target Leveraged 2026-09-30 45
2026, leverage an
additional $45 billion Actual 2026-09-30

innon-federal dollars
through EPA’ swater
infrastructure finance
programs (CWSRF,
DWSRF and
WIFIA).

LTPG 5.1.4 American | ndian/Alaska Native Homeswith Sanitation

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target Access 2026-09-30 36,500
2026, in coordination Provided
with other federal
agencies, provide Actua 2026-09-30
accessto basic

sanitation for an
additional 36,500
American Indian and
AlaskaNative
homes.

LTPG 5.1.5 CommunitiesAssisted with Drinking Water & Wastewater

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Assistance 2026-09-30 2,203
2026, provide 2,203 Provided
Tribal, small, rural,
or underserved Actual 2026-09-30
communitieswith
technical,
managerial, or
financial assistance
toimprove
operations of their
drinking water or
wastewater systems.
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APG 5.1.1 CommunitiesAssisted with Water & Hazar dous Substances

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

Cleanup _ Target Assistance 2023-09-30 10
contaminated sites Provided
and invest in water
infrastructureto Actual 2023-09-30
enhancethelivability
and economic
vitality of
overburdened and
underserved
communities. By
September 30, 2023,
EPA will provide
technical assistance
toatleast 10
communitiesto help
achieveclean and
safewater and
reduced exposuresto
hazardous
substances.

Strategy 5.1.1. Programs

Deliver multiple benefits including improving public health and environmental protection while creating jobs,
collaborating with community partners, and setting the stage for long-term economic devel opment.

EPA’s water infrastructure programs can deliver multiple benefits including improving public health and
environmental protection while creating jobs, collaborating with community partners, and setting the stage for
long-term economic development. EPA’ s State Revolving Funds (SRFS) are invested in partnership with states.
63 Thisfederal investment is designed to be used in concert with other sources of funds to address water quality
needs. EPA’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) is designed to assist public water systems in
financing the costs of drinking water infrastructure improvements needed to achieve or maintain compliance
with SDWA requirements, protect public health, and support state and local efforts to protect and provide
drinking water. EPA works in close partnership with states to build on the federal investment to protect public
health, safeguard valuable aquatic resources, and meet environmental standards benefiting hundreds of millions
of people. Furthermore, the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan program provides
low interest loans with flexible repayment options for qualified borrowers. With a small expenditure of federa
funds, the WIFIA program creates powerful leverage resulting in significant funding for water infrastructure
projects that protect public health and deliver environmental benefits while supporting local economies and
creating jobs. Eligible public and private borrowers can finance a wide variety of wastewater, drinking water,
water reuse, stormwater, and other water quality improvement capital projects with WIFIA loans. In addition,
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016 (WIIN) and America s Water Infrastructure
Act of 2018 (AWIA) strengthened many existing programs within EPA while creating new programs to tackle
significant public health concerns and environmental needs. They range from the creation of grant programs to
promoting water workforce development. These programs are vital to protecting public health, growing the
American economy, and ensuring that rural and urban communities from coast-to-coast can thrive.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua
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Strategy 5.1.2. Investments

Ensurethat infrastructur e investments reach communities that need themthe most.

Low-income, people of color, Tribal, smaller, and rural communities are disproportionately impacted by water
related challenges and face historical hurdles in accessing water infrastructure funding. EPA will ensure that
infrastructure investments reach communities that need them the most, which will be supported by work to
implement the JusticedO initiative and advance racia equity and environmental justice for communities who too
often have been left behind. EPA will support this effort by identifying and addressing barriers to support these
communities (including how best to pursue SRF loans or grants for infrastructure funding); assisting and
training state programs, Tribal water officials, and technical assistance providers to achieve and maintain
compliance at water systems; devel oping best practices; and strengthening Tribal and state program capacity.

Stakeholder (9):

Needy Communities Tribal Communities
L ow-Income Communities Smaller Communities
Peopleof Color Rural Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 5.1.3. Workforce

Support water sector effortsto strengthen the workforce.

EPA also will support water sector efforts to strengthen the workforce by providing assistance to state agencies
and external stakeholders and promoting the importance of water operators, who are critical to providing safe
drinking water. EPA will ensure that the water sector is aware of threats posed by cyber-attacks and will provide
resources and assistance to states and systems so they understand how to prepare for, identify, respond to, and
recover from cyber-attacks. Work under this objective will support the FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goal to
clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of
overburdened and underserved communities. Under this Agency Priority Goal, EPA plans to engage with
communities that are overburdened and underserved to provide technical assistance supporting com-
munity-identified needs addressing water and clean-up challenges.

Stakeholder (9):
Water Sector

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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Strategy 5.1.4. Projects

Identify and prioritize infrastructure projects supported by the BIL and in alignment with Justice40 to replace
lead servicelines and address PFAS contamination.

Many water systems and communities are facing challenges with lead and PFAS. Some communities do not
know where their lead service lines are located. Many system operators and communities are not familiar with
emerging contaminants like PFAS with respect to decisions, for example, about the best treatment solutions or
remediation options. EPA will work with statesto identify and prioritize infrastructure projects supported by the
BIL and in alignment with Justiced0 to replace lead service lines and address PFAS contamination, particularly
insmall and underserved communities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 5.1.5. Lead
Reduce drinking water lead exposurein under served communities.

EPA is taking multiple actions to reduce drinking water lead exposure in underserved communities that have
been disproportionately impacted by this public health crisis. In 2021, EPA completed the review of the Lead
and Copper Rule Revision under Executive Order 13990 and announced the development of a new regulation,
Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI), to better protect communities form exposure to lead in drinking
water. EPA isworking with partnersto test for lead in the drinking water of schools and childcare facilities and
to provide resources for remediation. EPA is completing guidance documents to assist communities in
identifying lead service lines, the most significant sources of lead in drinking water, to prioritize their
replacement. EPA will provide training and technical assistance to drinking water service providers to protect
children and households in impacted communities and will help providers improve outreach to drinking water
consumersto take actionsto reduce their lead exposure.

Stakeholder (9):
Under served Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 5.1.6. PFAS Contamination

Coordinate and accelerate a whole-of-agency response to the PFAS contamination crisis and leverage
partner shipswith other federal agencies.

PFAS contamination is another urgent public health and environmental threat facing communities across the
United States, with significant potential equity and environmental justice implications. EPA created a
cross-agency Council on PFAS, staffed by senior policy and technical experts, to coordinate and accelerate a
whole-of-agency response to this crisis and leverage partnerships with other federal agencies. The Council
developed the PFAS Strategic Roadmap — laying out a whole-of-agency approach that maximizes the use of
existing authorities and scientific capacity to research, restrict, and remediate PFAS. The roadmap setstimelines
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by which EPA plans to take specific actions and commits to bolder new policies to safeguard public health,
protect the environment, and hold polluters accountable. As described in the Roadmap, EPA will publish a
proposed PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation. EPA will also begin PFAS monitoring under the
Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule and conduct occurrence analyses in FY 2023 through 2025. In
addition, EPA has determined that effluent limitation guidelines under the CWA should be devel oped to address
PFAS inindustrial wastewater discharged by the PFAS manufacturing and the metal finishing industriesand is
initiating rulemaking to do so. EPA is committed to lifting up the voices of all communities, particularly those
who have suffered disproportionately from the impacts of PFAS; supporting those |east able to access technical
assistance, filtration, and other control and remediation solutions; and working together to address this complex
environmental challenge. EPA will confront the issue of PFAS by fully leveraging the Agency’ s authorities and
working closely with federal, Tribal, state, and local partners.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 5.1.7. Health Risks

Under stand and communi cate the potential health risks of individual and mixtures of contaminants.

While advances in science, sensor, and measurement technologies may improve EPA’s ability to identify
additional contaminants in drinking and source waters, understanding and communicating the potential health
risks of individual and mixtures of contaminants, especially those with little to no toxicity data, remains a
challenge. A good example of this challenge is the detection in water of multiple PFAS, for which no toxicity
datacurrently exists.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 5.1.8. Health Effects

Evaluate health effectsinformation for drinking water contaminants.

Understanding the potential risks of drinking water contaminants to the public remains a key priority for EPA.
The Agency will continue to evaluate health effects information for drinking water contaminants to support
SDWA activities. Considering those potentially most at risk — including sensitive populations and children at
all life stages— is essential when devel oping health effects assessments for water contaminants. EPA will aso
update and develop new health advisories and benchmarks that can be used by federal and state partners,
drinking water utilities, and othersto better characterize the potentia health risks associated with drinking water
contaminants. To protect source waters such as lakes, reservoirs and rivers, EPA will continue to take an
integrated approach to source water protection by leveraging CWA tools, particularly national-scale rec-
ommended ambient water quality criteria.
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 5.1.9. Questions & Evidence

Carry out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to drinking water systems out of
compliance.

In addition, EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to drinking
water systems out of compliance, one of EPA’sLearning Agendapriority areas. EPA will gather existing reports
and analyses on the quality of its drinking water compliance data to address priority questions on federal and
state drinking water program policies, identify what additional data are needed, search for other sources of
information, and identify waysto fill data gaps. With this data analysis, EPA will identify system characteristics
that support compliance and those that cause compliance challenges and use the findings to inform and develop
policy instrumentsthat are more effective in increasing drinking water compliance.

Stakeholder (9):
Drinking Water Systems

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

5.2. Waterbodies & Watersheds
Protect and Restore Water bodies and Water sheds

Address sources of water pollution and ensure water quality standards are protective of the health and needs of
all people and ecosystems. ~ Clean and safe water is an essential resource that provides for healthy ecosystems,
communities, and economies across the nation. Pollution and degradation of lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands
endangers aquatic ecosystems, threatens the safety of drinking water, compromises water quality planning and
flood protections, impacts commercial and recreation opportunities (e.g., fishing, hunting, kayaking, swim-
ming), and reduces the natural benefits these resources provide to communities. EPA needs to protect these
resources against threats such as climate change, drought, sealevel rise, invasive species, plastics, and nutrient
pollution.

EPA’s water programs will maintain, restore, and improve water quality and availability and ecosystem
services. EPA is focused on its core mission to protect the nation’s waters and reiterates the principles of
science, equity, environmental justice, and Tribal sovereignty as fundamental standards that should be woven
throughout its programs.
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Performancelndicators
LTPG 5.2.1 Additional Standards-Compliant Water sheds

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Square Miles

By September 30, Target Increased 2026-09-30 41,000
2026, increase by
41,000 square miles Actual 2026-09-30
theareaof
watershedswith
surface water
meeting standards
that previoudly did
not meet standards.

Strategy 5.2.1. Programs

Use a suite of programsto protect and improve water quality and ecosystem health in the nation’ s water sheds—
aswell asestuarine, coastal, and ocean waters.

EPA uses a suite of programs to protect and improve water quality and ecosystem health in the nation's
watersheds—as well as estuarine, coastal, and ocean waters. In partnership with other federal agencies, Tribes,
states, territories, local governments, and a broad range of non-governmental partners, EPA recognizes the
disproportionate impact of pollution and climate stress on communities with environmental justice concerns and
Tribal treaty rights and will work collaboratively with public and private sector stakeholders nationally and
locally to establish innovative, location-based programs to achieve the Agency’s goals. EPA water programs

will:

Stakeholder (9):

Federal Agencies Territories

Tribes L ocal Governments

States Non-Gover nmental Partners

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Tactic5.2.1.1. Monitoring & Assessments

Conduct monitoring and assessments.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.2. Internet of Water

Coallect and share data following Internet of Water principles, which will help connect water data to inform
policy and community decision making.

Page 62



Srategic Plan U.S Environmental Protection Agency

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.3. Recreationa Waters
Improvetoolsfor early and rapid detection of harmful algal blooms and pathogensin recreational waters.

Stakeholder (9):
Boaters Swimmers
Anglers
Performancelndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.4. Species & Habitat

Ensure the protection of ecosystems, endangered and threatened species, and designated critical habitat by
continuing to consult on discretionary federal actions with National Marine Fisheries Service and Fish and
Wildlife Service (the Services) under the Endangered Species Act.

Stakeholder (9):
National MarineFisheries Service Fish and Wildlife Service
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.5. Regulations

Review and update regulations.

Review and update regulations, such as:

Work with the Department of the Army to revise the definition of “waters of the United States’. This
process anticipates completing and implementing two rulemakings: a foundational rule to restore
longstanding protections, and an anticipated second rule that builds on that regul atory foundation.
Reconsider and revise the 2020 CWA Section 401 Certification Rule, which provides states and
authorized Tribes an important tool to help protect the water quality of federally regulated waters
within their borders.

Produce effluent limitation guidelines for chemical manufacturers and metal finishing companiesto
address PFAS, for steam electric power generators to address toxics and other pollutants, and for
meat and poultry productsto address nutrient discharges.

Evaluate state-specific rules that arise based on an EPA review of changes to state Water Quality
Standards (WQS).
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* Review rules related to improving CWA protections on Tribal reservations and considering Tribal
treaty rights when acting on state WQS that impact those rights.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.6. Aquifers

Augment water supplies by safe reuse practices and stormwater captureto recharge aquifers.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Tactic5.2.1.7. Green Infrastructure

Develop climate-related tools and technical assistance and support green infrastructure and nature-based
solutions to protect and improve water quality and habitat, while also providing climate mitigation and
adaptation benefits.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Tactic5.2.1.8. Impaired Waters

| dentify impaired waters.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Tactic5.2.1.9. Water Quality Plans

Develop water quality plans to restore and protect waters and wetlands, including total maximum daily loads
(TMDLs) and protection approaches.
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Performancelndicators

U.S Environmental Protection Agency

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual
Tactic5.2.1.10. WQS
Update WQS.
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua
Tactic5.2.1.11. Pollution Reduction
Establish pollution reduction targets.
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
Tactic5.2.1.12. Oceans
I ssue and enfor ce discharge and ocean disposal permits.
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Tactic5.2.1.13. Coasts & Estuaries

Implement coastal and estuarine programs to reduce coastal wetland loss, adapt to sea leve rise, protect coral

reefs, and address other coastal hazards.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actud
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Tactic5.2.1.14. Nonpoint Pollution

I mplement programsto prevent or reduce nonpoint source pollution, including nutrients and plastic pollution.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Tactic5.2.1.15. Geographic Partnerships

Use geographic partnership programs to implement consensus-based actions that address critical issues such
asclimateresiliency and water equity in water sheds and communities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 5.2.2. Water Quality & Wetlands

Restorewater quality and wetlands.

EPA understands that the benefits of clean, safe water are not shared equally by all communities and
ecosystems. Moving forward, EPA will work with its partners to protect and restore water quality and wetlands,
especialy in low-income and underserved communities. To address water quality challenges, EPA will apply
the fundamental building blocks of the CWA, including the development and implementation of TMDLSs for
CWA Section 303(d) listed impaired waterbodies, development of technology-based and water-quality based
standards, and the implementation of permit programs such as the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System and Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act programs. Another approach could include taking
full advantage of the flexibilities in the CWSRF programs to help achieve broader watershed protection and
restoration. Partnership, science, technology, and innovation will be key to EPA’s efforts to reduce and control
pollutants that are discharged from industrial, municipal, agricultural, and stormwater sources, as well as to
implement programs to prevent and reduce pollution that washes off the land during rain events, including
nutrients and plastic pollution.

Stakeholder (9):
L ow-Income Communities Under served Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua
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Strategy 5.2.3. Watershed Tools
Improveinitiativesto create and protect healthy water shed tools.

The Agency will improve the way existing initiatives are used to create and protect healthy watershed tools,
explore how innovative tools can be applied, and enhance efforts and cross-media collaboration to protect and
prevent water quality impairment in healthy watersheds. The Agency will use data collected, for example, under
the National Aquatic Resource Survey, to track the effectiveness of these combined efforts at protecting and
improving water quality over time. In addition, EPA will work with government and non-governmental partners
to bring appropriate and effective solutionsto small, rural, and underserved communities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 5.2.4. Water Quality
Develop new and revised CWA national recommended water quality criteria.

The Agency will continue to devel op new and revised CWA national recommended water quality criteriafor the
protection of human health and aquatic life that Tribes, states, and territories may adopt into water quality
standards for their waterbodies. Water quality criteria consider the health protection for susceptible populations
and lifestages (e.g., pregnant individuals, children) but can be limited by data availability. EPA asoisreviewing
the water quality criteria methodology to further advance the health protection of communities and individuals
who are disproportionately impacted by high pollution levels or susceptibilities (e.g., Tribes, underserved and
overburdened communities, pregnant individuals, children). EPA is developing the necessary tools and
obtaining data needed to conduct efficient, standardized human health risk assessments for PFAS and other
chemicals found in biosolids. EPA is also fully committed to implementing programs that protect Tribal water
resources— EPA will revise WQSs regulations to explicitly and sustainably protect Tribal reserved (e.g., treaty)
rightsin state waters.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 5.2.5. Wastewater & Stormwater
Promote multi-benefit wastewater and stormwater solutions.

EPA will continue to promote multi-benefit solutions, such as integrated planning for wastewater and
stormwater management, to achieve water quality goals while considering community needs and priorities.
Robust stakeholder engagement and collaboration across state and local government can lead to effective
long-range plans that implement green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and more resilient infrastructure
that is less vulnerable to flooding and the effects of the changing climate. To respond and adapt to the current
and potential impacts of climate change on aquatic resources, EPA has developed working relationships with
partners across the country. Through planning tools, technical resources, and funding programs, EPA will
promote adaptive solutions to meet the challenges communitiesface.
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Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 5.2.6. Watersheds

Protect and restore ecol ogically, economically, and intrinsically valuable water sheds.

EPA and its partners will accelerate progressto protect and restore ecologically, economically, and intrinsically
valuable watersheds across the nation through its place-based and geographic programs such as the National
Estuary Program and the Urban Waters Federal Partnership, by strategically focusing on the biggest threats to
their ecosystems and associated human health issues. Using a collaborative watershed approach, these programs
incorporate in their environmental protection work the principles of environmental justice and Tribal treaty
rights and sovereignty. EPA’s leadership, at the regional and nationa levels, provides a foundation using
technical expertise, science-based support, and funding to develop long-term strategies and actions to improve
water quality, restore habitat, and foster sustainable human use. Through place-based and geographic programs,
EPA plays an important role as a convener and facilitator with federal, Tribal, state, and local partnersto align
resources and authorities within regional, watershed, and basin-scaled collaborative networks. More specifi-
cally, EPA’s place-based and geographic programs deliver technical and financial assistance to solve problems
and support healthy, climate-resilient ecosystems that address water quality, water infrastructure, nutrient
pollution, habitat loss, treaty rights, equity, and environmental justice.

Stakeholder (s):
National Estuary Program Urban WatersFederal Partnership
Performancelndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Page 68



Srategic Plan

Strategy 5.2.7. Partnerships

Continueto foster partnerships.

U.S Environmental Protection Agency

EPA, in partnership with other federal agencies, has shown time and again that collaboration can deliver
multiple benefits to achieve common goals. EPA will continue to foster partnerships, such as with the Hypoxia
Task Force and U.S. Department of Agriculture, to protect sources of drinking water and overall water quality.
This can be accomplished through watershed management and more effectively managed runoff from
agricultural lands using nature-based approaches; participation in the Urban Waters Federal Partnership to
promote more efficient and effective use of federal resources and build new partnerships to help local
communities achieve their water quality priorities and increase their resilience to climate change; partnering
with the Federa Emergency Management Agency, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and others on both pre-disaster planning and post-disaster recovery; and serving asa
Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Trustee in partnership with federal and state
co-Trustees, for restoring Gulf resources and servicesimpacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Stakeholder(s):
Hypoxia Task Force

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Urban Water sFederal Partnership
Feder al Emergency M anagement Agency

Performancelndicators

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual
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6. Communities

Safeguard and Revitalize Communities

Stakeholder (s)
Communities

Restore land to safe and productive uses to improve communities and protect public health. ~ EPA works directly
with, in, and for thousands of communities across the country, protecting their health and the environment by cleaning
up contaminated land, managing the safe disposal of solid, industrial, and hazardous waste, and planning for and
responding to environmental emergencies. Sixtyone percent of the United States population, including 62 percent of
children under the age of five, live near sites where EPA assesses and restores contaminated land. While there is no
single way to characterize communities located near contaminated sites, the legacy of pollution disproportionally
affects communities of color, low-income, linguisticaly isolated populations, and those without a high school
education. EPA will engage early and collaborate with Tribal, state, local partners, and affected communities to
improve the livelihood of all Americans by cleaning up and returning these sites to productive use, especidly in
underserved and overburdened communities.

Uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants impact air, land, and water and threaten
healthy ecosystems. Nationally, there are thousands of contaminated sites with challenging and complex
environmental problems, including soil, sediment, and groundwater contaminated by chemicals such as per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Over the next four years, EPA will prioritize the cleanup of legacy contamination
and emerging pollutants and facilitate site redevelopment in collaboration with communities, local governments,
businesses, and other stakeholders. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), implemented in aignment with
Justiced0, advances these efforts by investing in the health, equity, and resilience of American communities. With
unprecedented funding to clean up Superfund sites, scale-up community-led brownfields revitalization, and support
local waste management infrastructure and recycling programs, EPA will improve people’s health and safety, help
create good paying jobs, and increase climate resilience throughout the country.

As it addresses existing contamination, EPA also will focus on reducing waste and preventing pollution. EPA and
states manage the safe disposal of 2.96 hillion tons of solid, industrial, and hazardous waste every year. Thisincludes
protective standards for the roughly 60,000 facilitiesin the United States that annually generate and manage more than
30 to 40 million tons of hazardous waste. EPA, in partnership with Tribes, states, local governments, and other
organizations, will work to prevent releases of contaminants, reduce waste by increasing materials recovery and
recycling, and support sustainable materials management practices. Through prevention activities, EPA protects
groundwater from releases from underground storage tanks (USTSs). Through materials recovery and recycling, EPA
also provides direct, measurable reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions since natural resource extraction and
processing make up more than 50 percent of total GHG emissions.

EPA also has mission-essential functionsto prepare for and respond to environmental emergencies, which are growing
in frequency and risk because of climate change. EPA strives to prevent emergencies through inspections of high-risk
facilities and maintains the capabilities to respond to emergencies through planning and preparedness efforts. EPA
follows the government-wide National Response Framework (NRF) in responding to large-scale emergencies that
involve chemicals, oil, biological agents, radiation, or natural disasters. As part of the framework, EPA supports other
federal agencieson significant incidents, and workswith Tribes, states, and local planning and response organizations.
Due to their proximity to facilities, fenceline communities, often with environmental justice concerns, bear a
disproportionate risk of exposure to releases. Over the next four years, EPA will work to find solutions for these
disproportionately impacted communities by prioritizing inspection of high-risk facilities.

6.1.Land

Clean Up and Restore Land for Productive Uses and Healthy Communities

Clean up and restore contaminated sites to protect human health and the environment and build vibrant
communities, especialy in underserved and overburdened areas. ~ Contaminated soil, sediment, mine waste,
groundwater, and sub-slab vapor intrusion into indoor air space expose communities across the United States to
dangerous pollution. Twenty-two percent of the U.S. population lives within three miles of a Superfund site.
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Similarly, within a half mile of a brownfields site receiving EPA funding, 21 percent of people live below the
national poverty level, 17 percent have less than a high school education, 56 percent are people of color, and
seven percent are linguistically isolated. Children are disproportionately exposed to health risks and safety
hazards, especially from lead in soil. At Superfund residential lead sites, 18 percent of the population live below
the national poverty level, 15 percent do not have a high school degree, and 51 percent are people of color. By
cleaning up and returning contaminated land to productive use, EPA will improve the health and livelihood and
reduce the environmental and health effects of exposure to contamination in communities, especially
overburdened communities. Thisincludes lowering therisk of elevated blood lead levelsfor children living near
lead-contaminated sites.

Together with federal, Tribal, and state partners, EPA’ s cleanup programs will reduce risks to human health and
the environment while also returning them to productive reuse and providing economic and additional
environmental benefits. Thousands of sites across the country have been transformed— from abandoned,
contaminated industrial sites into parks, landfills into solar farms, and former smelters into health clinics. By
assessing and cleaning up brownfields properties, EPA will bring direct economic and environmental gains to
communities. Through FY 2020, on average, $20.13 was leveraged for each EPA brownfields dollar, and 10.3
jobs were leveraged per $100,000 of EPA brownfields funds expended on assessment, cleanup, and revolving
loan fund cooperative agreements. Several studies have shown that environmental benefits accrue when
brownfields sites are used for redevel opment, such as reduction of paved surfaces and vehicle milestraveled.
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Performancelndicators

LTPG 6.1.1 Superfund Sites
Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Under Control 2026-09-30 60
2026, bring human
exposures under Actual 2026-09-30
control at an
additional 60
Superfund sites.

LTPG 6.1.2 Superfund Cleanup Projects

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Completed 2026-09-30 225
2026, complete 225
Superfund cleanup Actuad 2026-09-30
projectsthat address
lead asa
contaminant.

LTPG 6.1.3 BrownfieldsProperties

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target Cleaned Up 2026-09-30 650
2026, clean up an
additional 650 Actual 2026-09-30
brownfields
properties.

LTPG 6.1.4 RCRA Corrective Action Cleanups

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Ready for Use 2026-09-30 425
2026, make an
additional 425 Actud 2026-09-30
RCRA corrective
action cleanups
Ready for
Anticipated Use.

LTPG 6.1.5 Storage Tank Clean-Ups

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Conducted 2026-09-30 35,000
2026, conduct an
additional 35,000 Actual 2026-09-30
cleanupsat Leaking
Underground
Storage Tank
facilities.

Strategy 6.1.1. SitesClean-Up
Collaborate with its partnersto clean up sitesand return themto productive use.

To return a formerly contaminated site to productive reuse takes strong local and regional economies and
supportive federal, state, and local land use, housing, and transportation policies. EPA will collaborate with its
partners to clean up sites and return them to productive use, and involve people in decisions that affect their
environment or health, especially communities with environmental justice concerns. EPA will engage with and
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increase involvement of communitiesto develop their visions for revitalization by identifying economic drivers
and connecting community needsto federal investments. In carrying out Superfund removal actions, EPA will
partner with communities to ensure that their concerns are identified and accounted for while working with
Tribal, state, local, and other stakeholders. Work under this objective will support the FY 2022-2023 Agency
Priority Goal to clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and
economic vitality of overburdened and underserved communities. Under this Agency Priority Goal, EPA plans
to engage with communities that are overburdened and underserved to provide technical assistance supporting
community-identified needs addressing water and clean-up challenges.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 6.1.2. Substances & Contamination
Removing or mitigating exposure to harmful substances and remediate contaminated land for reuse.

During FY 2019-2020, over 40 percent of Superfund removal completions were in communities with
environmental justice concerns. EPA will continue to support marginalized and overburdened communities by
removing or mitigating exposure to harmful substances and remediating contaminated land for reuse. EPA has
identified nearly 1,200 Superfund National Priority List (NPL) and Superfund Alternative Approach (SAA)
sites where lead is a contaminant of concern, potentially exposing children in communities across the country.
EPA will continue a cross-program effort focusing on environmental lead exposure reduction with emphasis on
where the burden of lead exposure disproportionately impacts communities with lower socioeconomic status.
EPA also will address lead-contaminated soil at Superfund sites by developing site-specific cleanup levels
accounting for total lead exposure at a site. EPA also will work with Tribal and state agencies to advance
cleanup of abandoned uranium mining impacted lands. In addition, EPA will consider climate change and
weather science as part of standard operating practices in Superfund cleanup projects and take steps to reduce
the carbon footprint of Superfund remedies.

Stakeholder (9):
Mar ginalized Communities Overburdened Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 6.1.3. Brownfields

Support Tribes, states, local gover nments, and nonpr ofit organi zations as they assess, cleanup and plan reuse of
brownfields properties.

EPA will help build vibrant communities by supporting Tribes, states, local governments, and nonprofit
organizations as they assess, cleanup and plan reuse of brownfields properties and by providing job training
opportunities, particularly in underserved communities. Additionally, EPA will provide Triba nations and
states with critical financial and technical assistance resources to build their brownfields response programs.
EPA will provide direct technical assistance to communities to support community visioning, engagement,
market and feasibility studies, and project financing options. In carrying out cleanup and redevel opment efforts,
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EPA will continue to strengthen community-driven approaches by working with neighborhoods, towns, and
regions to help them revitalize in ways that support improved environmental outcomes and disaster resilience
and respond to challenges of the 21st century. EPA will leverage federal, state, and local resourcesto strengthen
partnerships across all levels of government and with the private sector, allowing these partnersto build on each
other’ s successes.

Stakeholder(s):
Tribes L ocal Governments
States Nonprofit Organizations

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 6.1.4. PFAS Pollution

Deter mine the best way to mitigate and reduce PFASpollution.

EPA is undertaking an Agencywide effort to determine the best way to mitigate and reduce PFAS pollution.
EPA, responsible parties, and other federal agencies will assess the nature and extent of PFAS contamination
and other contaminants of concern at sites, and EPA will coordinate with responsible parties and lead federa
agencies to identify and use effective remediation approaches. As part of its oversight responsibility at federa
facility sites, EPA will establish best practices for PFAS investigation and cleanup. EPA will work to keep pace
with the surging number of actions for PFAS at Department of Defense and other federal facility sites and
oversee cleanup efforts where PFAS rel eases have been identified as arisk to human health or the environment.
EPA aso will consider statutory and regulatory authorities to address PFAS contamination. For example, EPA
is considering a proposal to designate PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 6.1.5. LUST & Petroleum

Support states in cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) and implement assessments and
cleanups of petroleum contamination in Indian country.

EPA will support states in cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks (LUST), and directly implement
assessments and cleanups of petroleum contamination in Indian country. EPA will provide technical assistance
and training to Tribes and states on how to conduct cleanups and improve the efficiency of state programs.
Along with Tribal and state partners, EPA will work to revitalize abandoned facilities by implementing
strategies to reduce the number of sitesthat have not reached cleanup completion and to address new releases as
they are confirmed. EPA will create an environmental indicator with UST and LUST datain EJSCREEN, EPA’s
Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool. The new indicator will include national information from
active UST and LUST sites, including sitesin Indian country. EPA will work to integrate environmental justice
into cleanups' prioritization and decision making to ensure that the most vulnerable communities are protected
from further environmental harm.
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Stakeholder (9):
States Tribes

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

6.2. Waste & Contamination
Reduce Waste and Prevent Environmental Contamination

Prevent environmental pollution by preventing releases, reducing waste, increasing materials recovery and
recycling, and ensuring sustainable materials management practices. ~ To prevent future environmental
contamination and protect the health of the approximately 5.3 million people living within one mile of a
hazardous waste facility, EPA and its state partners issue RCRA permits for approximately 6,700 hazardous
waste units (such as incinerators and landfills) at 1,300 facilities. EPA will ensure that permit decisions,
including decisions to issue, renew, or deny permits, reflect the latest technology and standards, and remain
protective under changing conditions, such as climate change. EPA will also ensure that all communities,
including those who are marginalized and overburdened, have an equitable opportunity to engage in the
permitting process.

Through its National Recycling Strategy, EPA is working to develop a stronger, more resilient, and
cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling system. Recycling has been a long-standing critical
component of EPA’s waste management efforts and is the foundation for Sustainable Materials Management,
which aims to reduce the environmental impacts of materials across their lifecycle. Recycling is an important
part of acircular economy, which refersto a system of activities that is restorative to the environment, enables
resources to maintain their highest values, and designs out waste. A circular economy approach provides direct,
measurable reductionsin GHG emissions as natural resource extraction and processing make up approximately
50 percent of total global GHG emissions. Reducing waste helps alleviate burdens on populations that bear the
brunt of poorly run waste management facilities and transfer stations and underinvestment in waste management
infrastructure. When applied to critical minerals, a circular economy approach facilitates end-of-life recycling
and therecovery of critical mineralsin order to support a secure supply chain.

To protect groundwater sources from releases of petroleum from USTs, EPA will continue to work with Tribal
and state partners to prevent these releases. Thiswork will help mitigate the negative environmental impacts to
communities that are historically underserved, marginalized, and adversely affected by persistent poverty and
inequality. As of September 2020, approximately 53 million people live within one-quarter mile of an active
UST facility, and they tend to be minority populations and have lower income than the average U.S. wage
earner.

Page 75



U.S Environmental Protection Agency Srategic Plan

Performancelndicators
LTPG 6.2.1 RCRA Facilities Permits

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target Updated 2026-09-30 80
2026, increasethe -
percentage of Actual Baseline 2021-09-30 72.7
updated permitsat
RCRA facilitiesto
80% from the FY
2021 baseline of 72.
7%.
Actua 2026-09-30 72.7

Strategy 6.2.1. RCRA Regulations

Update the RCRA solid and hazardous waste regulations.

EPA will update the RCRA solid and hazardous waste regulations, as necessary, to ensure protective standards
for managing solid and hazardous waste. From 2016 to 2019, EPA issued and implemented regulatory
improvements for hazardous waste generators, recyclers, and for pharmaceutical waste. These revisions affect
tens of thousands of manufacturers and businesses that generate, recycle, and otherwise manage solid and
hazardous waste. EPA will continue to develop outreach and guidance to help stakeholders implement these
protective requirements while encouraging resource conservation.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 6.2.2. Coal Residuals

Ensurethat the concer ns of nearby communities are addressed in a protective manner.

In implementing regulations for coal combustion residuals, EPA is taking action to ensure that the concerns of
nearby communities are addressed in a protective manner. EPA is emphasizing proper monitoring of
groundwater, protective closure, and corrective actions to address contamination. Furthermore, as authorized in
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016, EPA will continue to work to approve state
permit programsfor coa ash disposal aswell asafederal coal ash permit program.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual
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Strategy 6.2.3. Food Waste
Recycle and reduce food waste and decrease lifecycle environmental impacts of materials.

EPA has set goals through 2030 for recycling and reducing food waste as well as decreasing lifecycle
environmental impacts of materials. EPA will collaborate with federal, Tribal, state, and local organizations, and
other stakeholders to develop additional strategies for food waste and the built environment. EPA will
administer grant programs to improve Tribal, state, and local solid waste management programs and
infrastructure and education and outreach on waste prevention. EPA also will address land-based contributions
to the mismanagement of post-consumer materials and plastic waste.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 6.2.4. Minerals
Increasethe circularity and recycling of products.

In order to support the Administration’ s efforts to secure supply chainsfor critical minerals, EPA will work with
public and private sector partners on strategies to increase the circularity and recycling of products, such as
batteries, that contain critical mineralsaswell asthe recovery of critical mineralsfrom mining waste.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actud

Strategy 6.2.5. UST Systems

Ensurethat UST systems areinspected at |east once every three years.

Toreducerisk posed by USTslocated at nearly 200,000 facilities throughout the country, EPA and state partners
will work to ensure that every UST system is inspected at least once every three years, as required by statute.
EPA isworking to ensure biofuels and other emerging fuels are stored in compatible UST systems. In addition,
EPA will implement these UST regulationsin Indian country in partnership with the Tribes. EPA will focus on
supporting all aspects of the Tribal prevention programs, including the development of inspection and
compliance assistance capacity. EPA will provide facility-specific compliance assistance for UST facility
owners and operators in communities with environmental justice concernsin Indian country. EPA will work to
integrate environmental justice into release prevention prioritization and decision making, ensuring the most
vulnerable communities are protected from further environmental harm.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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6.3. Environmental Emergencies

Preparefor and Respond to Environmental Emergencies

Prevent, prepare, and respond to environmental emergencies and support other agencies on nationally
significant incidents, working with Tribes, states, and local planning and response organizations. ~ Environmen-
tal emergencies are caused by both natural and anthropogenic effects. Those emergencies caused by natural
forces are growing in frequency and in the risks they pose. EPA will strive to prevent such emergencies and be
ready to respond when they occur, in coordination with and through the support of partner organizations. EPA’s
leadership for national preparedness for emergency responses is designated as a Primary Mission Essential
Function. Agency coordination with Tribes, states, local communities, and industry helps to ensure national
safety and security during responses.

EPA will continue to develop and implement regulations and policies that aim to prevent environmental
emergencies and enhance the ability of communities and facilities to prepare for and respond to emergencies.
EPA’s highly trained corps of on-scene coordinators and specia teams will prepare for the possibility of
significant incidents by maintaining and providing guidance and technical assistance to Tribal, state, and local
planning and response organizationsto strengthen their preparedness.

Performancelndicators
L TPG 6.3.1 Environmental Justice Exer cises

Description Type Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, 2026, ensure that 40% of Target 2026-09-30 40
annual emergency response and removal
exercisesthat EPA conductsor participatesin | Actual 2026-09-30
incorporate environmental justice.

Strategy 6.3.1. Hazardous Rel eases

Ensure safety and security during responses to releases of chemical, oil, radiological, biological, or hazardous
substances.

During an incident, EPA plays a central role in working to prevent, mitigate, or contain the release of chemical,
oil, radiological, biological, or hazardous substances. The Agency will coordinate with Tribes, states, loca
communities, and industry to help ensure national safety and security during responses.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 6.3.2. Prevention & Readiness

Strengthen our prevention and readiness framework for responding to environmental emergencies.

To strengthen its prevention and readiness framework for responding to environmental emergencies (including
from climate and extreme weather), EPA will develop and update regulations under its statutory authorities,
establish policies, and develop supporting capabilities and information. EPA aso will coordinate with and
provide technical assistance and training to support federal, Tribal, state, and local partner organizations to
better prepare for and respond to environmental emergencies and ensure communities have access to chemical
safety information. EPA will continue to operate RadNet, the Agency’s national environmenta radiation
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monitoring system, providing officials with access to data and improving their ability to make decisions during
and after aradiological incident. The Agency aso will maintain arobust physical and information security and
preparedness infrastructure, ensuring that its numerous facilities and information systems are secured and
protected in linewith federal requirements.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 6.3.3. Exercises

Plan and assess capabilities needed to accomplish EPA’s prevention and readiness objectives and address
areasfor improvement.

Exercises are a key component of EPA’s preparedness — they provide an opportunity to plan and assess
capabilities needed to accomplish EPA’s prevention and readiness objectives and address areas for improve-
ment. Results of these exercises identify strengths and areas for improvement that enhance the Agency’s
emergency response capabilities. Unannounced preparedness exercises at facilities subject to EPA’s Facility
Response Plan (FRP) requirements are an essential compliance monitoring activity performed by EPA Regions.
For example, these field exercises help assess whether afacility is prepared to respond to adischarge of oil. As
part of these exercises, EPA recognizes the importance of reflecting the needs and interests of communities with
environmental justice concerns.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 6.3.4. Assets
Deploy assetsto support emergency response.
The Agency will continueto deploy its assetsto support emergency response.

Stakeholder(s):
Portable High-throughput I ntegrated Airborne Spectral Photometric
Laboratory Identification System Environmental Collection Technology
(PHILI1S): (ASPECT):
The Portable High-throughput Integrated Laboratory The Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental
I dentification System (PHILIS) mobilelaboratory as- Collection Technology (ASPECT) isthe nation’sonly
set provides onsite analysis of chemical warfare airbornereal-time chemical and radiological detec-
agentsand environmental samples contaminated with tion, infrared, and photographic imagery platform.
toxicindustrial compounds.
. EPA Partners:
Environmental ResponseL aboratory EPAwill use ASPECT to assist local, national, and
Network : international agencieswith hazardous substance re-
Thisresourceis part of EPA’s Environmental Re- sponses, radiological incidents, and situational
sponse Laboratory Network and will be pre-deployed awareness.
in anticipation of incidents or deployed anywherein —continued next page

the U.S after anincident.
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Sakeholders (continued)

L ocal Agencies I nter national Agencies

National Agencies

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 6.3.5. Oii & Chemical Facilities

Prioritize inspection activities at high-risk chemical and oil facilitiesto protect communities.

EPA’s chemical safety and oil programs will prioritize inspection activities at high-risk facilities to protect
communities, including those with environmental justice concerns. EPA will review the programs to determine
if risks posed by climate change warrant modificationsto the programs.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 6.3.6. Research

Fill scientific and technological gapsin national preparedness and emergency response and recovery aswell as
to inform disaster response and guidance.

EPA homeland security research fillscritical scientific and technological gapsthat enhance the Agency’ s ability
to carry out its national preparedness and emergency response and recovery obligations and inform disaster
response and guidance. EPA will develop tools, methods, and data needed to implement environmental statutes
effectively and support federal, Tribal, state, and local emergency responders in characterizing chemical, ail,
biological, or radiological contamination; assessing exposure and risks to human health and the environment;
cleaning up impacted areas; and improving community resilience. EPA also will consider regulatory modifi-
cations under Clean Air Act Section 112(r) to help prevent serious industrial chemical accidents, mitigate those
that occur, and provide communities with better accessto information about industrial chemical hazards.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua
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7.Chemicals
Ensure Safety of Chemicalsfor People and the Environment

Increase the safety of chemicals and pesticides and prevent pollution at the source. ~ EPA is responsible for ensuring
the safety of chemicals and pesticides for people at al life stages and the environment, improving access to
information, and preventing pollution at the source beforeit occurs. The Agency focuses on assessing, preventing, and
reducing releases and exposures resulting from the manufacture, processing, use and disposal of chemicals and
pesticides, and advancing community right-to-know. Through risk evaluation/assessment and management,
encouragement of safer alternatives, and effective data management, EPA strives to ensure protection of communities
and the environment from unsafe exposures, especially to children, the elderly, and those with environmental justice
concerns (including low income, people of color, and Indigenous peoples) who may already be disproportionately
impacted by and at risk from exposure to other stressors. In addition, EPA works to ensure public access to chemical
and pesticide data, analytical tools, and other sources of information and expertise; and promotes source reduction,
integrated pest management, and other pollution prevention strategies by organizations and businesses.

7.1. Safety
Ensure Chemical and Pesticide Safety

Protect the health of families, communities, and ecosystems from the risks posed by chemicals and pesticides. ~
Chemicals are ubiquitous in the products Americans use daily and are present in the environment and people’s
bodies. EPA has significant responsibilities under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) for ensuring the
safety of chemicals in or entering commerce and addressing unreasonable risks to human health and the
environment. Thiswork will play an important role in enhancing environmental justice and tackling the climate
crisis as described in Executive Orders 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal Government and 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad.
Also, under TSCA, EPA isresponsible for collecting and managing vast amounts of chemical data/information,
securely managing Confidential Business Information, and reducing exposure to lead in paint and dust,
especialy in disproportionately affected communities.

The Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, which amended TSCA in 2016, introduced
far-reaching improvements to America's chemical safety scientific, regulatory, and information infrastructure
and enhanced EPA’ s ability to protect human health and the environment from chemical risks. Under Section 5,
EPA assumed responsibility for making safety determinations in its review of hundreds of new chemical
submissions annually. Under Section 6, EPA assumed new responsibilities for systematically prioritizing and
comprehensively evaluating at least 20 chemicals at a time, assessing additional chemicals at manufacturers
request, and managing identified unreasonabl e risks—all under statutory deadlines.

Under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (FFDCA), as amended by the Food Quality Protection Act of 1996 (FQPA), and the Pesticide
Registration Improvement Extension Act of 2018 (PRIA 4), EPA is charged with protecting people and the
environment from the risks that pesticide use can pose. EPA reviews and makes determinations on whether to
register new pesticides and new uses for existing pesticides and other registration requests in accordance with
statutory requirements. EPA also makes sure exposure to subgroups and sensitive life stages, including infants
and children, are reflected in the human health risk assessments supporting these regulatory determinations and
that pesticides do not pose unreasonable adverse effects to the environment. In addition, under the registration
review process the Agency reevaluates pesticides that are aready in the market against current scientific
standards for human health and the environment. Under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), EPA is charged
with ensuring that pesticide registration and registration review decisions do not jeopardize the continued
existence of federally-listed threatened and endangered species or adversely modify designated critical habitat.
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Performancelndicators
LTPG 7.1.1 HPSTSCA Risk Evaluations

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,
2026, complete at
least eight High
Priority Substance
(HPS) TSCA risk
evaluationsannually
within statutory
timelines compared
tothe FY 2020
baseline of one.

Target

2025-10-01

2026-09-30

8

Actual

Basdine

2019-10-01

2020-09-30

1

Actual

2025-10-01

2026-09-30

LTPG 7.1.2 TSCA Risk Management Actions Timeli

ness

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,
2026, initiate all
TSCA risk
management actions
within 45 days of the
completion of afinal
existing chemical
risk evaluation.

Target

Initiated

2026-09-30

100

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 7.1.3 Chemical Substances Decisions

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,
2026, review 90% of
past risk mitigation
requirementsfor
TSCA new chemical
substances decisions
compared tothe FY
2021 baseline of
none.

Target

Reviewed

2026-09-30

90

Actual

Baseline

2021-09-30

0

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 7.1.4 Lead-Based Paint RRP

Firm Certifications

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,
2026, recertify
beforethe expiration
date 36% of
|ead-based paint
Renovation, Repair,
and Painting (RRP)
firmswhose
certificationsare
scheduled to expire
compared tothe FY
2021 baseline of
32%.

Target

2026-09-30

36

Actual

Baseline

2021-09-30

32

Actual

2026-09-30

32
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Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,
2026, complete 78
pesticideregistration
review caseswith
statutory due dates
that fall after October
1,2022.

Target

Completed

2026-09-30

78

Actual

2026-09-30

LTPG 7.1.6 SpeciesEffects Deter minations

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,
2026, consider the
effects
determinations or
protections of
federally threatened
and endangered
speciesfor new
activeingredientsin
90% of therisk
assessments
supporting pesticide
registration decisions
for new active
ingredients
compared to the FY
2020 baseline of
50%.

Target

Increased

2026-09-30

90

Actual

Basdline

2020-09-30

50

Actual

2026-09-30

50

LTPG 7.1.7 SpeciesRisk Assessments

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,
2026, consider the
effects
determinations or
protections of
federally threatened
and endangered
speciesin 50% of the
risk assessments
supporting pesticide
registration review
decisions compared
tothe FY 2020
baseline of 27%.

Target

Increased

2026-09-30

50

Actual

Basdine

2020-09-30

27

Actual

2026-09-30

27
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LTPG 7.1.8 Pesticide Safety Trainees

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Increased 2025-10-01 2026-09-30 20,000
2026, support

Agricultural Worker Actual Basdline 2017-10-01 2020-09-30 11,000
Protection Standard
(WPS) pesticide
safety training for
20,000 farmworkers
annually compared
tothe FY 2018-2020
annual average
baseline of 11,000.

Actua 2025-10-01 2026-09-30 11,000

Strategy 7.1.1. Reviews

Meet statutory requirements and mandatory deadlines for out chemical reviews.

Over the next four years, EPA will focus on meeting statutory requirements and mandatory deadlines for
ensuring that its chemical reviews are efficient, effective, and transparent to EPA’s stakeholders. EPA wiill
ensure that decisions stemming from chemical reviews are transparent, use methods and tools based on the
weight of scientific evidence, are consistent with the best available scientific information, and are reasonable
and consistent with theintended use of the information.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 7.1.2. Risk Assessments

Conduct risk assessments for new chemical notice and exemption submissions.

EPA is responsible for reviewing all new chemical submissions before they enter commerce to determine
whether the chemicals may pose unreasonable risks to human health or the environment. EPA will conduct risk
assessments for more than 500 new chemical notice and exemption submissions annually and make affirmative
determinations on whether unreasonabl e risks are posed under those chemicals' conditions of use. Thisinvolves
managing identified risks, publishing Significant New Use Rules, and requiring development of additional data
when information isinsufficient to conduct areasoned eval uation.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua
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Strategy 7.1.3. Information

Ensurethe public has accessto as much chemical safety information as allowed by law.

U.S Environmental Protection Agency

EPA will continue to ensure that the public has accessto as much chemical safety information as allowed by law
to increase transparency and support stakeholder engagement in the agency’ s activities on chemical risks. EPA
also will continue to reduce exposuresto lead in paint by establishing standards for inspection, risk assessment,
and abatement of |ead-based paint hazards, along with training and certification programs, among other efforts.

Stakeholder(s):
ThePublic

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 7.1.4. Pesticides

Review and register new pesticides and new usesfor existing pesticides.

Consistent with its statutory responsibilities, EPA will continue to review and register new pesticides and new
uses for existing pesticides, and other covered applications under PRIA and act on other registration requestsin
accordance with FIFRA and FFDCA standards. Many of these registration actions will be for reduced-risk
conventional pesticides and biopesticides, which, once registered and used by consumers, will increase benefits
to society, including infants and children, and reduce ecological impacts. Additionally, EPA will continue to
reevaluate existing pesticides in the marketplace every 15 years to ensure the FIFRA standard for registration
continues to be met based on current science. Working together with the affected communities, through
integrated pest management (IPM) activities, the Agency plans to accelerate the adoption of lower-risk

products.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua
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Strategy 7.1.5. IPM Practices

Work with the nation's pesticide-user community to promote | PM practices.

The Pesticide Environmental Stewardship Program (PESP) is an EPA partnership program that works with the
nation's pesticide-user community to promote IPM practices. Resources are focused on funding projects that
reduce theimpacts of pesticide usein agricultural settings, including reduced use of pesticides. Selected projects
could address pesticide use in rural areas or in Indian country, promoting IPM practices that benefit these
communities.

Stakeholder(s):
Pesticide-User Community

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Strategy 7.1.6. Information & Guidance

Partner in the development of training, outreach, tools, and informational brochures to promote IPM efforts
and provide guidanceto schools, farmers, other partners, and stakeholders.

The Agency will partner in the devel opment of training, outreach, tools, and informational brochuresto promote
IPM efforts and provide guidance to schools, farmers, other partners, and stakeholders. Millions of America's
workers are exposed to pesticides in occupations such as agriculture, lawn care, food preparation, and landscape
maintenance. The Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS) and the Certification of Pesticide Applica
tors (CPA) revised rules (finalized in FY 2015 and FY 2017, respectively) are key elements of EPA’s strategy
for reducing occupational exposure to pesticides. EPA will continue to support the implementation of the
regulations through education and outreach, guidance development, and grant programs. Efforts to implement
the WPS include addressing environmental justice issues in rural communities, especially for farmworkers and
their families.

Stakeholder (9):
Schools Farmers

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 7.1.7. Habitat & Species

Ensure that pesticide regulatory decisions will not destroy or adversely modify designated critical habitat or
jeopardize the continued existence of species.

Under the ESA, EPA isresponsible for ensuring that pesticide regulatory decisionswill not destroy or adversely
modify designated critical habitat or jeopardize the continued existence of species listed as threatened or
endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) or the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).
EPA will assess in its FIFRA registration and registration review regulatory determinations whether listed
endangered or threatened species or their designated critical habitat may be affected. Where risks are identified
in abiological evaluation, EPA will work with the Services through a consultation process to ensure these new
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or existing pesticide registrations also will meet the ESA standard. EPA will also continue to devel op processes
to protect listed species earlier in the regulatory and consultation processes and pursue other major improve-
mentsto its ESA compliance work in coordination with the Services.

Stakeholder (9):
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) National MarineFisheries Service
(NMFS)
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

7.2. Pollution
Promote Pollution Prevention

Encourage the adoption of pollution prevention and other stewardship practices that conserve natural resources,
mitigate climate change, and promote environmental sustainability. ~ EPA’s implementation of pollution
prevention (P2) practices under the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 is one of the Agency’s primary tools for
advancing environmental stewardship and sustainability by federal, Tribal, and state governments, businesses,
communities, and individuals. These practices focus on reducing the amount of any hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant entering a waste stream or released into the environment prior to recycling of
discarded material, treatment, or disposal, as well as conserving the use of natural resources. P2 grants
contributed to the elimination of 16.9 million metric tons of greenhouse gases (GHGS) between 2011 and 2019.

Through these approaches, the Agency helps business, consumers, procurement officials, organizations, and
others reduce costs and access market opportunities while achieving significant reductionsin hazardous rel eases
to air, water, and land; hazardous materials use; GHG generation; and water use. EPA’s Toxics Release
Inventory (TRI) tracks implementation of pollution prevention activities by reporting releases from facilities
and serves as a critical source of public chemica release, management, and P2 information to support
community-right-to-know and advance EPA’ schemical safety goals.
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Performancelndicators
LTPG 7.2.1 Carbon Dioxide Equivalent Reduction

Description Type Status Start Date End Date MMTCO2e
By September 30, Target Reduced 2026-09-30 6
2026, reduce atotal
of 6 million metric Actual 2026-09-30

tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent
(MMTCO2e)
released attributed to
EPA pollution
prevention grants.

LTPG 7.2.2 ProductsCertified

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number

By September 30, Target Increased 2026-09-30 2,300
2026, EPA’s Safer -
Choice program will Actual Baseline 2021-09-30 1,950
certify atotal of
2,300 products
compared tothe FY
2021 baseline of
1,950 total certified
products.

Actual 2026-09-30 1,950

Strategy 7.2.1. Business Sectors

Carry out sector-focused P2 National Emphasis Areas and enable the replication and leveraging of business
SUCCESSES.

EPA will focus on carrying out sector-focused P2 National Emphasis Areas and enabling the replication and
leveraging of business successes. Thiswork will be supported by the annual funding for administering P2 grants
provided through 2026 by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, implemented in alignment with Justice40. The
Agency will customize, develop, and deliver training to identify and deploy source reduction and engineering
solutions to companies, consumers, and communities. EPA also will implement training and outreach for
disproportionately affected communities, as well as Tribal, state, and local governments, to help with product
and service procurement choicesthat are environmentally sound and promote human and environmental health.

Stakeholder (9):
Business Sector s

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

Strategy 7.2.2. Ingredients

Increase the availability and identification of products containing ingredients that meet stringent health and
environmental criteria.

EPA plansto update and strengthen the standards of the Safer Choice (SC) program, which advances chemical
safety by increasing the availability and identification of products containing ingredients that meet stringent
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health and environmental criteria, through a notice and comment process after consultation with stakeholders.
The Agency will conduct outreach with federal, Tribal, state, and local government procurement officials, and
institutional and industrial purchasers, to communicate the benefits of SC and other environmentally preferable
products, and work to make SC-certified products more widely available to people of color and low-income
communities. EPA will offer technical assistance to businesses to help custodial staff and house cleaning
companies gain access to protections from occupational exposure-related conditions (e.g., asthma) and to
SC-certified products. EPA also will update the Safer Chemical Ingredients List to enhance transparency and
facilitate expansion of safer chemical choices and products, including increasing the number and volume of
SC-certified products.

Stakeholder (9):
Safer Choice Program

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Strategy 7.2.3. Products
Address product categorieswith positive climate change impacts.

EPA will work to expand its recommendations for addressing product categories with positive climate change
impactsin support of E.O. 14008, which directsfederal agenciesto align management of federal procurement in
support of climate action. EPA will implement the Framework for the Assessment of Environmental
Performance Standards and Ecolabels to provide a transparent, fair, and consistent approach to evaluating the
environmental sustainability of product standards and ecolabelsfor federal purchasing. EPA also will contribute
to the devel opment of sustainability standards associated with critical minerals.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual
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Strategy 7.2.4. Chemistry & Technologies

Facilitate market adoption and penetration of new commercially successful chemistries and technologies.

EPA will continueto facilitate market adoption and penetration of new commercially successful chemistriesand
technologies through the Green Chemistry Challenge Awards, which raise the profile and credibility of
innovative green and sustainable chemistry technologies. This initiative has resulted in awards to 123
technologies from more than 1,800 nominations over the last 25 years. Winning technologies are estimated to
eliminate 7.8 billion pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents released to air each year, which is equivalent to
taking 770,000 cars of f theroad.

Stakeholder (9):
Green Chemistry Challenge Awards

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actuad

Strategy 7.2.5. Tools

Continue research on toolsthat can quickly and accurately identify vulnerable communities near TRI facilities.

The TRI program has provided data to support partnerships between community groups and companies that
resulted in decreased air emissions. EPA will continue research on toolsthat can quickly and accurately identify
vulnerable communities near TRI facilities, which would support prioritization of P2. EPA will continue to
publish the TRI and use analyses of toxic chemical releases from industrial facilities located near overburdened
and disproportionately affected communities to identify and develop sector-specific P2 case studies, best
practices, outreach, and training. This will help facilitate adoption of P2 practices in the facilities and in the
communitiesthemselves.

Stakeholder (9):
TRI Program
Performance I ndicators
Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actud
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8. Cross-Agency Strategies
[ To be described]

Strategy 8.1. Science & Decision Making
Ensure Scientific Integrity and Science-Based Decision Making

Deliver rigorous scientific research and analyses to inform evidence-based decision making. ~ EPA’s ability to
protect human health and the environment depends on the integrity and quality of the information, data, and
evidencethat provide the scientific foundation for Agency decisions. EPA is committed to restoring the public’'s
trust in government through scientific integrity and science-based decision making. As both a producer and user
of scientific information, data, and evidence, EPA is responsible for delivering scientific research and analyses
to inform science-based decision making and for using the best available scientific information, data, and
evidence to inform decisions and develop environmental policies, guidance, and regulations. EPA’s
cross-agency strategy will strengthen EPA’s culture of scientific integrity, advance the delivery of rigorous and
independent scientific evaluation and analyses, and ground EPA’ s actionsin the best available science.

Sciencetouchesall parts of EPA, from regional laboratories that analyze scientific datato inform immediate and
near-term decisions on environmental conditions, emergency response, compliance and enforcement, to
national program scientists and engineers who conduct and use science to inform regulations and national
compliance and enforcement initiatives. A major component of EPA’s science enterprise is the research and
development program, which focuses on delivering leading-edge research to meet near-term and long-term
science needs of the Agency, informing EPA decisions, and supporting the emerging needs of Tribal, state, and
community partners.

Over the next four years, EPA will strengthen the policies and procedures surrounding scientific integrity and
the use of science and evidence to inform Agency decision making. There are a number of key actions that
support the outcomesfor this strategy.

Performancelndicators
LTPG 8.1.1 Resear ch Products M eeting Partner Needs

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Percentage
By September 30, Target Increaed 2026-09-30 95
2026, increasethe -
annual percentage of Actua Baseline 2021-09-30 93

Office of Research
and Devel opment
(ORD) research
products meeting
partner needsto 95%
from abaseline of
93%in FY 2021.

Actua 2026-09-30 93

Page 91



U.S Environmental Protection Agency Srategic Plan

LTPG 8.1.2 Scientific Integrity Objectives

Description Type Status Start Date End Date Number
By September 30, Target Implemented 2026-09-30 126
2026, implement 126
actionsfor scientific Actual 2026-09-30
integrity objectives

that are certified by
Deputy Scientific
Integrity Officialsin
each EPA program
and region.

Action 8.1.1. Scientific Integrity

Ensure Scientific Integrity

Scientific integrity results from adherence to professional values and practices when conducting, communicat-
ing, supervising, and using science. It ensures objectivity, clarity, reproducibility, and utility, and it provides
insulation from bias, fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, outside interference, censorship, and inadequate
procedural and information security. At a fundamental level, scientific integrity safeguards the science that
informs EPA’ s mission-driven work. EPA will advance and strengthen a culture of scientific integrity acrossthe
Agency by ensuring adherence to the scientific and ethical standards outlined in EPA’s Scientific Integrity
Policy. EPA will make sure that every EPA employee, contractor, grantee, and collaborator understands their
personal responsibility to use and communicate science with honesty, integrity, and transparency, both within
and outside the Agency. Agency officials also have the responsibility to recognize the distinction between
scientific information and the decisions that are informed by such information and, in so doing, not suppress or
alter scientific findings or impede the timely release of scientific findings or conclusions.

To improve and strengthen the Agency’s culture of scientific integrity, EPA’s national program offices and
regional offices will reaffirm their commitment to fostering open, objective, and honest investigation and
discussion of scientific activities, data, and conclusions. This includes supporting robust discussion of different
scientific points of view, which helps to guard against inadequate science and flawed analyses, and proactively
taking action to enhance implementation of EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy throughout the Agency. EPA will
also continue to provide employees and officials with access to a network of deputy scientific integrity officials
to whom they can turn for advice to prevent lapses in scientific integrity or to report allegations of aloss of
scientificintegrity.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Action 8.1.2. Research & Analyses

Deliver Rigorous Scientific Research and Analyses

EPA will develop and deliver rigorous scientific research, assessments, and analyses to meet near-term and
long-term science needs of the Agency, inform EPA decisions, and support the emerging needs of Tribes, states,
territories, and communities. The Agency carries out this effort through a network of scientists, engineers, and
laboratoriesthat span EPA’sregional offices, national program offices, and research and development program.
EPA will evaluate the quality, usability, and timeliness of select Agency scientific products to ensure that
Agency scienceisrelevant, timely, and of sufficient quality to inform evidence-based decision making and work
to increase the percent of scientific productsthat meet decision makers' needs.
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Aspart of its overall portfolio of scientific work, the EPA will renew and refocus efforts to develop the science
and quality data needed to tackle climate change, advance environmental justice, and protect children’s
environmental health. To do this, EPA will restore the role of science and evidence in addressing the climate
change crisis and advance a rigorous exploratory and applied climate adaptation science program. EPA will
conduct climate-related research in its laboratories and centers, support research through its grants program,
conduct policy-relevant assessments, communicate research and assessment results, and deliver innovative and
sustainable solutions. EPA will conduct scientific research on cumulative impacts to better inform decisions
aimed at advancing environmenta justice. For example, EPA will conduct scientific research to improve
understanding of disproportionate impacts that can arise from unequal environmental conditions and exposure
to multiple chemical and non-chemical stressors, aswell as how to evaluate interventions that would mitigate or
eliminate such disproportionate impacts. EPA will also provide tools, training, and technical support to advance
community-led projects that develop scientific information, data, and evidence that inform local decisions.
Finally, where feasible based on availability of data and methods, EPA will explicitly and consistently assess
risks to childhood lifestages and other vulnerable popul ations as part of the Agency’s approach for developing
risk assessments and in itsresearch agenda.

Underlying the Agency’s scientific activities is a commitment to rigorous quality assurance, appropriate peer
review, and the timely release of scientific information. EPA’s quality program provides the framework for
planning, implementing, documenting, and assessing work performed by EPA, contractors, and grantees and for
carrying out required quality assurance and quality control activities. EPA’s quality program also includes the
Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity of Information
Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency, which contain EPA’s policy and procedural guidance
for ensuring and maximizing the quality of information the Agency disseminates. Independent peer review is
integral to ensuring the rigor of Agency analyses, methodologies, and scientific and technical products. EPA’s
Peer Review Handbook provides a roadmap to ensure the Agency’s peer review policy is implemented
effectively and that the integrity of its peer review activities can be demonstrated transparently to the public.
EPA’ s Public Access Plan detailsthe Agency’ s commitment to the timely release of scientific information to the
public. EPA’s Best Practices for Clearance of Scientific Products at EPA promotes the development of
clearance proceduresthat are transparent, clear, timely, predictable, and consi stent.

Under the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018, EPA is developing and will fully
implement an Agencywide policy for evaluations and other evidence-building activities to ensure that
evaluations and evidence that inform policies and decisions are relevant, rigorous, independent and objective,
transparent, equitable, and ethical.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Action 8.1.3. Decision Making
Use Sciencein Decision Making

To restore public trust in EPA’s decision making, the Agency is committed to reinforcing science as
foundational to decision making. This meansthat EPA will strive to use and communicate science with honesty,
integrity, and transparency and to make thisinformation accessible to the public, including to overburdened and
underserved communities. EPA is committed to ensuring that scientific integrity is upheld when conducting
scientific, technical, or risk assessments and analyses and in the decisions that are informed by such assessments
and analyses. Scientific assessments and analyses are of particular importance for informing the devel opment of
many decisions and include, but are not limited to, health or environmental effects, exposure, and impact or risk
assessments; cost-benefit analyses; and other technical support documents. These assessments and analyses use,
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evaluate, and integrate existing and emerging information and data from diverse scientific disciplines to form
scientific conclusions. Because of their importance to evidence-based decision making, EPA is committed to
following well established, scientifically rigorous protocols and guidelines for conducting scientific, technical,
or risk assessments or analyses, which help to guard against political interference and bias and promote
consistency in scientific assessments and analyses. EPA will continue to use its cross-agency Science and
Technology Policy Council, and the Risk Assessment Forum that it oversees, to develop high-quality,
scientifically rigorous guidelinesfor conducting risk assessmentsthat incorporate new advancementsin science.

Restoring public trust and confidence in EPA’s actions also means being transparent about how EPA makes
decisions, including being transparent about the use of science in Agency actions. EPA will strive to clearly
articulate therole of sciencein every major action the Agency undertakes. Thisincludes identifying the science
EPA considered and clearly describing how EPA evaluated and used the science and the confidence the Agency
has in the resulting scientific conclusions. It also includes allowing for public review and comment on EPA’s
use of science in regulatory decisions (with appropriate protections for privacy). In addition, EPA’s programs
will review existing internal procedures and, if needed, modify them to explicitly document the integrity and
quality of the relevant scientific information, data, and evidence and how that information, data, and evidence
were considered in the decision-making process. Thisincludes any discussion of differing scientific opinions or
other scientific integrity issues raised during the process.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 8.2. Health

Consider the Health of Children at All Life Sagesand Other Vulnerable Populations

Focus on protecting and improving the health of children at al life stages and other vulnerable populations in
implementing our programs. ~ By being able to live, learn, and play free from environmental exposures that
contribute to harmful health effects, children and vulnerable popul ations are given the best opportunity to thrive
throughout their lives. Protecting children against toxic exposures is essential to human health protection and
therefore, must be included in all relevant EPA decisions and programs, both regulatory and voluntary.
Throughout its programs, EPA strives to apply and promote the use of science, policy, partnerships,
communications, and action to protect children at all life stages and vulnerable populations from adverse health
effects resulting from harmful environmental exposures. EPA also will take actions to protect children and
vulnerable populations in underserved communities who suffer disproportionately from the effects of exposures
enhanced by socio-economic determinants of health, and to address any impacts that are exacerbated by climate
change.

Children's environmental health refers to the effect of the environment on an individual’s growth, wellness,
development, and risk of disease at al life stages. EPA actions will be informed by two important
considerations: (1) the scientific understanding of childhood as a sequence of life stages, from conception
through infancy and adol escence to early adulthood (age 21); and (2) the recognition that protecting children’s
health at al life stages is necessary to achieve the Agency’s mission. Children may be at greater risk to
environmental contaminants than adults if exposure occurs during windows of enhanced toxicological
susceptibility. Children may also experience greater exposure than adults as they eat more, drink more, and
breathe morein proportion to their body size and dueto their unique behaviors, such as breast feeding, crawling,
and hand-to-mouth activity. Children can be exposed to environmental contaminants that their caregivers may
inadvertently bring home from their workplace, while adolescent workers may be directly exposed to harmful
chemicalsin the workplace. Finally, the effects of early life exposures may become apparent during childhood
and/or may not arise until adulthood or in later generations.
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Stakeholder (9):
Vulnerable Populations Children

Performancelndicators
LTPG 8.2.1 Health Information & Data

Description Type Status Start Date End Date

By September 30, 2026, assess Target Assessed & 2026-09-30
and consider environmental Considered
health information and datafor
children at all life stagesfor all Actua 2026-09-30
completed EPA actionsthat
concern human health.

Action 8.2.1. Children
Use Science and Policy to Srengthen Protectionsfor Children at All Life Sages and Vulnerable Populations

To best protect children’s environmental health at all life stages and vulnerable populations, EPA will identify,
evaluate, develop, and promote the use of science to support its policies, decisions, and actions, including
regulations and voluntary programs. EPA will ensure that Agency toxicity, exposure, and risk assessments
consider all relevant and available science to address the unique vulnerabilities of children and vulnerable
populations, including disproportionate impacts related to racial, ethnic, income, or other social determinants of
health. These assessmentswill inform the eval uation and selection of the levels of exposure for regulatory action
that are protective of children and vulnerable populations, including the extent to which cumulative or
concurrent exposuresto chemical and social stressors can modify exposure or hazard considerations.

EPA will support the development of new science to address uncertainties rel ated to the environmental health of
children and vulnerable populations, including through intramural and extramura research. EPA will update
existing and develop new environmental health indicator data, including factors related to social determinants of
health, to track progress, communicate trends, and identify areas that warrant additional attention. EPA will
develop additional measures of benefits arising from protecting the environmental health of children and
vulnerable populations and take them into account in decision making. EPA will promote training of
environmental and health professionals to respond to children’s health issues related to climate change, such as
natural disasters.

Stakeholder (9):
Vulnerable Populations Children

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 8.2.2. Leadership & Partnerships
Srengthen and Expand Partnerships and Provide Leadership

EPA will provide national leadership by working with governmental and non-governmental environmental and
health organizations and provide a forum to support understanding and application of evidence-based
information to children’ s environmental health exposure and effects. EPA will develop and support internal and
external partnerships and implement programs to support the protection of children particularly at home, in
dependent child-care settings, and in school and childcare settings. The Agency will leverage the capabilities of
diverse groups by engaging partners and stakeholders, providing forums to develop and share evidence-based
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information, and distributing information through training, tool sharing, conferences, and publicly available
media. EPA will support healthcare professionals, including those who provide pediatric and obstetric expertise,
to better address risks from childhood exposures.

EPA will co-chair the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risksto Children with
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). In thisrole, the Agency will make recommendations to
the President on federal strategies to advance children’ s health nationwide by exchanging information, planning
targeted research, establishing concerted planning and program implementation, and enhancing public outreach
to support reduction in exposure and risks to children’s environmental health throughout the country. EPA will
also consult with the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee to seek input and advice on how the
Agency can improve the effectiveness of itswork aimed at protecting children’s environmental health.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.2.3. Disparities

Address Disparities

EPA will protect children and vulnerable populations who live in disproportionately impacted communities.
EPA will consider how socia determinants of health affect children and vulnerable populations, especially as
these challenges may reduce resiliency or ability to recover from exposure to environmental hazards. As the
climate changes, it is especialy critical that the Agency collaboratively develops solutions and implements
strategiesto protect children and sensitive popul ations from disproportionate impacts.

Stakeholder(s):
Vulnerable Populations: Children :
who livein disproportionately impacted communities who livein disproportionately impacted communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Strategy 8.3. Excellence & Equity

Advance EPA' s Organizational Excellence and Wor kforce Equity

Foster a diverse, equitable, and inclusive workforce within an effective and mission-driven workplace. ~ To
support its mission to protect human health and the environment, EPA will advance organizational excellence
and equity through aworkforce that reflects the diversity of the American public and maintains and promotes a
culture of inclusion and accessibility. The Agency will remove barriersthat may prevent small and underserved
businesses from doing business with EPA and focus on devel oping aworkforce and workplace of the future that
will meet the demands of the 21st century.

In support of Executive Order 14035: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in the Federal Workforce,
the Agency will strengthen workforce planning of mission-critical positions and continue to prioritize equity
and diversity across all aspects of work life at EPA including recruitment, hiring, development, and succession
management for the next generation of workers. Additionally, the Agency will work to implement the Agency’s
Gender Equity and Equality Action Plan to create amore gender equitable workforce.
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In support of the President’s Management Agenda, EPA will modernize information technology systems,
improve Agency permitting efficiencies by developing and implementing automation solutions, enhance the
physical workplace for a hybrid workforce, support employee-friendly work policies, and transition to a
paperless work environment. EPA will implement efficient and effective processes across the Agency. The use
of proven techniques and training will equip staff to solve problems, make improvements, and enhance EPA’s
ability to accomplish its mission. Additionally, EPA will continue to safeguard against cybersecurity risks to
protect Agency assets and infrastructure from potentially malicious attacks. Further, EPA will be aleader in the
Federal Government in advancing the sustainability of facilities and operations while developing resiliency to
respond to therisks of climate change.

PerformanceIndicators

L TPG 8.3.1 Cybersecurity Directives
Type
Target
Actual

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status Start Date

Fully Compliant

Description

By September 30, 2026, EPA
will beinfull compliancewith
thefive high-priority directives
in Executive Order 14028:
Improving the Nation's
Cybersecurity.

LTPG 8.3.2HUBZones Contract Spending

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Percentage

By September 30,

Target

Increased

2025-10-01

2026-09-30

4

2026, award 4% of
EPA contract
spending to small
businesseslocated in
Historically
Underutilized
Business Zones
(HUBZones)
compared tothe FY
2018-2020 average
annual baseline of 2.
2%.

Actual

Basdline

2017-10-01

2020-09-30

2.2

Actual

2025-10-01

2026-09-30

2.2
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End Date Percentage
2026-09-30 100
2026-09-30

LTPG 8.3.3ClimateResiliency Projects
Type
Target
Actual

Status Start Date

Initiated

Description

By September 30,
2026, initiate al
priority climate
resiliency projects
for EPA-owned
facilitieswithin 24
months of a
completed facility
climate assessment
and project
prioritization.

LTPG 8.3.4DEIA Maturity L evel
Type
Target
Actud

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status Start Date Rating

Highest

Description

By September 30,
2026, EPA will
achievethe highest
Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion and
Accessibility (DEIA)
Maturity Level of
“Leadingand
Sustaining” as
defined by the
November 2021
Governmentwide
Strategic Planto
Advance DEIA inthe
Federal Workforce
and achieve all EPA
goasidentifiedinthe
Agency’ s Gender
Equity and Equality
Action Plan.

LTPG 8.3.5 Administrative Processes
Type
Target
Actual

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status Start Date

Automated

Description

By September 30, 2026,
automate al priority internal
administrative processes.

L TPG 8.3.6 Permitting Programs

Description

By September 30, 2026,
automate the major EPA
permitting programs.

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status Start Date

Automated

Type
Target
Actual

LTPG 8.3.7 Operational Processes

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,

Target

Improved

2026-09-30

1,000

2026, improve 1,000
operational

processes.

Actual

2026-09-30
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8.3.1. DEIA

Foster Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in EPA’ s Workforce

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actua

Action 8.3.1.1. Recruitment & Retention
Recruit and Maintain a Workfor ce Representative of the American Public

EPA strivesto beamodel employer for diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility in the Federal Government.
EPA will strengthen its ability to recruit, hire, develop, promote, and retain aworkforce that reflectsthe diversity
of the American people. EPA will expand and further promote diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility
principles and will identify and eliminate barriers that hinder such efforts. The Agency will promote diversity
among EPA leadership by providing opportunities in management positions, including the Senior Executive
Service. EPA will increase outreach to underrepresented and underserved communities, including min-
ority-serving institutions, improve accessibility to Agency systems and applications, and better leverage specia
hiring authorities, such as Federal internship programs, to provide entry-level career devel opment opportunities
to students and recent graduates and Schedule A Hiring Authority for personswith disabilities.

In implementing Executive Order 14035 and in support of the Government-Wide Strategic Plan to Advance
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in the Federal Workforce, EPA will develop an EPA Diversity,
Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) Plan. EPA’s DEIA Plan will set goals for cultivating a balanced
work-life-wellness environment for employees and establish measures for tracking progress. EPA will engage
staff to shape Agency decisions, improve processes, and strengthen flexible work practices. EPA will strengthen
its partnership with labor unions and advance equity, civil rights, racial justice, and equal opportunity across the
Agency. EPA will champion fair and inclusive employee-friendly policies and opportunities for continuous
learning. EPA also will develop collaboration tools to improve communication, cross-program integration,
access to information, and transparency. EPA will use a maturity model to assess implementation across three
levels of compliance as established in the Government-Wide Strategic Plan To Advance Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, And Accessibility In The Federal Workforce. The maturity model methodology will support EPA in
effectively building an infrastructure for supporting DEIA according to EPA’ s specific structure and needs.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 8.3.1.2. Workforce
I mplement Wor kfor ce Planning/Succession Management

EPA’s mission to protect human health and the environment requires a highly skilled and dedicated workforce.
More than 25 percent and growing of EPA’ sworkforceisor will be eligible for retirement in three years, which
will impact every region and program. Along with changing workforce demographics, this presents a unique
opportunity for EPA to transform its human capital processes, including workforce planning, knowledge
transfer, and succession management. EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address priority
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questions related to workforce planning, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas. The Agency will usethe
results to inform and develop policies and approaches that equip employees with the needed competencies,
knowledge, and most up-to-date tool sto advance EPA’ smission.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined)] Actual

8.3.2. Workplace

Promote an Effective and Mission-Driven Workplace

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actuad

Action 8.3.2.1. Future Workplace

Createthe EPA Workplacefor the Future

EPA will work to modernize and enhance governance of information technology (IT), information management
(IM) systems, and the associated infrastructure as well as enterprise software development and architecture
capabilities. EPA will build capacity to conduct meaningful customer and stakeholder engagement and
incorporate Customer Experience (CX) design practicesinto I T/IM systems. EPA will provide IM expertise and
solutions that support programmatic planning, capacity building, and decision making. This includes geospatial
capabilities, web support, accessto IM solutions, and data collection, analytics, and visualization.

EPA will implement the Federal Data Strategy to leverage federa datain carrying out the Agency’s work. EPA
also will continue to operate and maintain existing financial and administrative federal shared service IT
solutions, and where appropriate, adopt additional federal shared services. EPA will incorporate remaining
smaller legacy financial systemsinto the Agency’s corefinancial system, leverage business process automation
to improve efficiency, and increase transparency of financial data for internal Agency decision making while
implementing appropriate security controls and data governance.

EPA will adopt new workforce and workplace innovations to support the future of work. The re-envisioned
physical workspace will require adapting space to support the seamless collaboration and engagement of a
hybrid workforce. It will alow the Agency to optimize its real estate portfolio, thus reducing the Agency’s
environmental footprint and facility costsin the long term through lease, utility, and security savings. EPA will
adopt new I T toolsto better manage shared space, reduce paper-based processes, and bridge the technology gaps
in the workplace that exist when operating in a hybrid work environment. EPA aso will evaluate workforce
flexibilities to support the hybrid workforce transition. These actions will reimagine EPA as a model federal
employer and strengthen the ability to attract, recruit, retain, and empower top talent while advancing diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility.

As EPA envisions the future of work with a hybrid workforce, it is imperative that EPA rethinks paper and
low-tech forms and processes to move toward a paperless work environment based on electronic workflows for
administrative and programmatic functions. For example, as Information Collection Requests are renewed, the
Chief Data Officer of the Agency will work to transition new requests to electronic submission to modernize
how EPA receives datafrom outside parties.
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EPA will advance the paperless transformation through the automation of permit application, review, and
issuance processes for EPA’s permitting programs. Automation of the permit application process will reduce
processing time on issuing permits, decrease the time between receiving monitoring data and engaging in
enforcement actions, and foster transparency by allowing communities to search, track, and access permitting
actions easily. Further, permit automation will enable the integration of climate change and environmental
justice considerations into permit processes and ensure that they are addressed within the terms and conditions
of the permit.

EPA will continue to digitize legacy paper records and information through the operations of EPA National
Digitization Centers. The Agency will work to enhance the EPA content management system, which will
leverage artificial intelligence and machine learning for content tagging in the records digitization process to
improvethe quality and overall availability of digitized permanent records. Thiswill enable accessto permanent
records regardiess of physica work location and the ability to access environmental health and safety
information across organizational boundaries or environmental media.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.3.2.2. Cybersecurity
Enhance Cyber security

EPA, in line with Executive Order 14028: Improving the Nation's Cybersecurity, will modernize its
cybersecurity defenses to protect EPA networks and IT assets and strengthen EPA’s ability to respond to
incidents as they occur. EPA will ensure Agency I T systems support multifactor authentication and encryption,
address cybersecurity protection gaps through the continuous diagnostics and mitigation program, and quickly
identify and respond to federal-wide cybersecurity threats and incidents. The Agency will implement a Zero
Trust Architecture, which includes comprehensive security monitoring; granular risk-based access controls; and
system security automation coordinated throughout all aspects of the infrastructure to focus on protecting datain
real -time within adynamic threat environment.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 8.3.2.3. Acquisitions & Grants
Advance Justice and Equity in EPA Acquisition and Grants

Working with EPA’s Equity Team and Agency partners, EPA will focus on removing barriers that may prevent
small and underserved businesses from conducting business with EPA. The Agency will increase spending
significantly on small and underserved businesses and specifically target businesses located in Historically
Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZones). EPA will accomplish this by eliminating barriers to its procure-
ment processes through greater diversification of the Agency’s vendor base, increasing engagement and
technical assistance, and enhancing the Agency’s contracts with new vendors. For assistance agreements, EPA
will develop requirementsfor tracking and reporting on grant place of performance, which isthe location where
grant dollars are spent and/or benefits are received, and incorporate equity and environmental justice
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considerations into the grant decision-making process to the maximum extent practicable. EPA also will partner
with organizations that assist underserved communities to use EPA’s acquisition and grant processes to benefit
underserved communities through providing technical assistance and outreach to support grantees in meeting
federal requirementsfor sound financial management and lowering the barriersto federal funding opportunities.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.3.2.3. Climate

Support Administration Climate Sustainability and Resiliency Priorities

EPA will implement all Administration Executive Orders on climate and will refocus its internal operations on
the carbon pollution-free energy use and net-zero emissions in line with federal sustainability goals.
Specifically, EPA will work to implement the goals established in Executive Order 14057: Catalyzing Clean
Energy Industries and Jobs Through Federal Sustainability. To accomplish this, EPA will invest in energy
infrastructure retrofits to mechanical systems for existing facilities, incorporating climate sustainability and
resiliency into new facility commissioning, and transition its vehicle fleet to zero-emission electric vehicles,
including charging infrastructure for EPA facilities. EPA will prioritize sustainable workplace choices that
Agency employees can easily practice, such as recycling and composting initiatives and eliminating single-use
containers to divert and reduce solid waste from landfills. The Agency will prioritize the acquisition of
sustainable productsthat it can reuse, refurbish, or recyclein line with statutory purchasing requirements.

EPA iscommitted to the safety of its personnel, the integrity of its buildings, the efficiency of its operations, and
the sustainability of the communitiesin which itsfacilities are located. However, the impacts of climate change,
including more frequent and intense storms, wildfires, water shortages, and sea level rise, pose challenges to
meeting these objectives. Adaptation planning to protect EPA’s workforce, operations, underlying infrastruc-
ture, and supply chainsiscrucial. EPA will implement activities that protect the Agency’ sworkforce, facilities,
critical infrastructure, supply chains, and procurement processes from the risks posed by climate change.
Further, EPA will leverage procurement practices to increase the energy and water efficiency of its buildings
whereit isfeasibleto do so, and ensure they are climate ready.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Strategy 8.4. Engagement & Partnerships

Srengthen Tribal, State, and Local Partner ships and Enhance Engagement

Collaborate and engage effectively with Tribal nations in keeping with the Federal Government’s trust
responsibilities, state and local governments, regulated entities, and the public to protect human health and the
environment. ~ Protecting human health and the environment is a shared responsibility of EPA and its Tribal,
state, and local government partners. State and local governments provide the majority of on-the-ground
environmental protection in this country, implementing federal environmental laws as well as their own. In
Indian country EPA directly implements the majority of federal programs. Many innovative and effective public
health and environmental programs are initiated at the Tribal, state, and local levels. Environmental outcomes
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are best achieved through collaborative and effective partnerships across all levels of government, successful
oversight of federally delegated programs, and robust engagement with non-governmental organizations,
national and community groups, industry, and the public, built on afoundation of public trust and transparency,
including through timely responses to information requests. Through a renewed focus on intergovernmental
relationships, improving on-the-ground community engagement, enhancing collaboration with the business
community, delivering high-impact environmental education programs, and increasing public trust and
transparency, EPA will forge stronger partnerships. As aresult, EPA will advance durable policies to its most
pressing challenges and ensure the equitable protection of all communities, including those who have
historically been underserved and overburdened.

Stakeholder (9):
Tribal Partners

StatePartners

Local Partners

Performancelndicators
LTPG 8.4.1Tribal Treaty Rights

Description

By September 30, 2026,
consider Tribal treaty rightsas
part of al EPA Tribal
consultationsthat may affect
Tribal treaty rights.

End Date
2026-09-30
2026-09-30

Status Start Date

Considered

Type
Target
Actua

LTPG 8.4.2 FOIA Backlog

Description

Type

Status

Start Date

End Date

Number

By September 30,

Target

Eliminated

2026-09-30

0

2026, eliminate the

Actual

Basdine

2021-09-30

backlog of overdue 1,056
Freedom of
Information Act
(FOIA) responses,
compared tothe FY
2021 baseline of

1,056.

Actua 2026-09-30 1,056

Action 8.4.1. Tribal Partners
Srengthen the Nation-to-Nation Relationship with Sovereign Tribal Partners

In accordance with Executive Order 13175: Memorandum on Tribal Consultation and Strengthening
Nation-to-Nation Relationships, and in light of the disproportionate impact of environmental pollution on
Native Americans, EPA is committed to strengthening its nation-to-nation relationship with American Indian
and AlaskaNative Tribal Nations. In keeping with the Federal Trust Responsihility, the Agency will endeavor to
protect the environmental interests of Indian Tribes when carrying out its responsibilities that may affect Indian
country.

Consistent with the trust responsibility, EPA will continue its existing consultation activities under the EPA
Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Tribes. EPA will aso renew focus on integrating consideration of
Tribal treaty and reserved rights early into decision making and regulatory processes. EPA will continue to
improve the Agency’s web-based Tribal Consultation Opportunities Tracking System, a publicly accessible
database used to communicate upcoming and current EPA consultation opportunitiesto Tribal governments.

In addition, EPA will focus on building Tribal capacity to increase the number of Tribal co-regulators and
Tribes ability to meaningfully participate and engage in environmental protection activities that inform,
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support, or enhance EPA direct implementation under federal environmental statutes. EPA will continue
capacity-building activities under the Indian General Assistance Program, the development of mutual environ-
mental goals on agovernment-to-government basis through EPA-Tribal Environmental Agreements, and active
use of the flexibilities under the Tribal Performance Partnership Grants rule. The Agency will work through the
EPA National Tribal Operations Committee and support EPA Tribal partnership groups, including regional
Tribal operations committees. Through these groups and other Tribal meetings, EPA will strive to address
pressing environmental issues such as climate change and environmental justice.

Stakeholder (s):
Tribal Partners

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actual

Action 8.4.2. Partnerships

Foster Tribal, Sate, and Local Partnerships

Environmental and human health protection is a shared responsibility of Tribes, states, and the Federal
Government. More than 50 years after the creation of EPA, states and local governments serve as primary
implementers of many of the nation's environmental laws. Due to these unique relationships, the early,
meaningful, and substantial involvement of EPA’s co-regulator partners is critical to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of the nation’s environmental programs. With a renewed focus on climate,
environmental justice, and children’'s health, EPA will emphasize frequent and early communication as a
keystone of its partnership with Tribal and state co-regulators, whose concerns and existing regulatory programs
must be thoughtfully considered to develop effective and lasting policies for our most pressing environmental
challenges.

Through E-Enterprise for the Environment, EPA, Tribal, and state leaders will prioritize shared concerns,
collectively address challenges, and build efficient and effective solutions. By relying on three key principlesto
improve environmental program implementation — early and meaningful dialogue with partners who make
decisions together, streamlined and simplified processes, and sharing of technology — EPA, Tribes, and states
can make the best use of new tools and technologies to improve environmental results. EPA will work with
Tribal and state partners to better understand the use of community-led data generation in environmental
management, develop a compliance Learning Agenda, and advance environmental monitoring technologies.
Furthermore, Tribes and states are encouraged to use E-Enterprise Workload Tradeoffs to adjust grant
workplansto focus on collaborative efforts rel ated to work modernization.

Collaboration under the Exchange Network (EN), a standards-based, secure approach for EPA and its Tribal,
state, territorial, and industry partners, will further enhance data management and electronic reporting. EPA will
continue to administer the EN Grant Program to support integration and development of tools leveraging EN
technology, data standards, open-source software, shared services, and reusable components. Under Executive
Order 1398: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federa
Government, EPA will foster increased Tribal participation in the EN, build data management and technical
capacity, and enable the EN Grant Program to measure the effectiveness of these approaches in underserved
communities. In addition, the Agency plans to continue to support the implementation of the National
Environmental Performance Partnership System and the Multipurpose Grant Program, which are the key
funding programsthat support Tribal and state implementation of environmental programs.

EPA’s oversight role is critical to supporting effective implementation of federally delegated environmental
programs by Tribes, states, and local entities, ensuring protection of civil rights, and protecting communities that
have historically been underserved and overburdened. The Agency will improve and strengthen oversight of
state-delegated programs and collaborate with Tribes, states, territories, and local governments to identify
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opportunities for additional oversight improvements. EPA will ensure protections afforded by the Civil Rights
Act are being implemented at all levels of government, which is vital to advancing equity and environmental
justice. Robust oversight of compliance with civil rights lawswill address historical and systemic barrierson the
basis of race, color, and national origin that contribute to environmental injustice and the disproportionate
burden of pollution in particular communities.

Stakeholder(s):
Tribal Partners Local Partners

StatePartners

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.4.3. Community Engagement
I mprove On-the-Ground Community Engagement

Meeting communities where they are, to better understand the lived reality of people and the health and
environmental challenges they face, is fundamental to developing effective programs and policies. EPA will
meet regularly with stakeholder groups to seek perspectives on Administration priorities and engage early with
relevant stakeholder groups on upcoming regulatory actions. EPA also will focus on opportunities like site
visits, forums, and convenings to cultivate relationships and stay attuned to the needs and concerns of diverse
groups, private sector partners, and othersimpacted by the Agency.

When needed, EPA will provide facilitation, mediation, and related servicesto support EPA’ s engagement with
members of the public. When conflict is present or expected, EPA will provide collaboration and conflict
resolution support, including an impartial intervener to help ensure the public’s concerns are heard and fully
considered in Agency decision making. EPA’s public engagement efforts will establish coordination and
communication systems that ensure public participation in rulemaking and Agency regulatory policy is
inclusive, diverse, and accessible. EPA will develop and maintain an extensive, up-to-date database of
stakeholders’ interests and concernsto support engagement and inform policy.

Stakeholder (9):
Communities

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To be determined] Actua

Action 8.4.4. Private Sector Engagement
Enhance Private Sector Engagement

Solving the climate crisis and working toward an equitable and sustainable future will require commitment and
action from every sector of the economy. EPA iscommitted to working with the business community to advance
environmental progress through both its regulatory programs and its wide array of voluntary programs and
non-regulatory initiatives. EPA will continue its commitment to give appropriate consideration to small
business needs, interests, and impacts during policy and rule development. By engaging with business groups
and individual companies, EPA will encourage and support private sector environmental action, including
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environmental justice initiatives and the pursuit of meaningful corporate and sector-wide climate and
sustainability goals. The Agency will also continue its commitment to use and participate in Voluntary
Consensus Standards (VCS) as directed by the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NTTAA).
Use of VCSin regulation, voluntary programs, research, and other activities helps the Agency achieve robust
engagement with industry, academia, NGOs, and others, harnessing partnerships that enhance public trust and
lead to durable policiesthat enjoy broad consensus and buy-in.

Stakeholder (9):
Private Sector

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.4.5. Environmental Education

Promote Environmental Education

Improving environmental literacy is a critical strategy to empowering Tribal and local communities with the
capacity and resources to accel erate stewardship, environmental justice, and community-level understanding of
climate impacts. EPA implements the National Environmental Education Act (NEEA) and is charged with
achieving the environmental education objectives and supporting public understanding of the Agency. EPA will
ensure that environmental education tools, trainings, curricula, resources, and grants align with strategic
priorities to address climate change, advance environmental justice, support fenceline communities, promote
science, and protect public health. EPA will build strategic partnerships to include underserved communities
and Minority Serving Institutions and increase the conversation around using environmental education as atool
to achieve environmental justice, climate equity, and economic prosperity. EPA will ask the National
Environmental Education Advisory Council (NEEAC) to provide a set of national recommendations on how
frontline and underserved communities can use environmental education to build capacity to becomeresilient to
the effects of climate change. EPA will create public and private partnerships through the National Environmen-
tal Education Foundation (NEEF) to develop programs and initiatives that can empower frontline communities
to address environmental threats, advance equity, and increase economic prosperity for all.

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua

Action 8.4.6. Trust & Transparency

Increase Public Trust and Transparency

Transparency in government and the ability to show tangible results are critical to bolstering public trust and
confidence in the nation’s environmental programs. EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address
priority questions related to grants, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority aress, to better communicate
environmental outcomes stemming from EPA’s grant programs. The Agency also will enhance its efforts to
meet statutory deadlines for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests and eliminate the
backlog of overdue responses. Through enhanced transparency, the public and local communities can
participate more meaningfully and partner with EPA in protecting human health and the environment.
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To increase transparency and improve EPA decision making for Tribal program implementation, the Agency
will increase data availability and data quality for regulated facilities and entities in EJSCREEN, EPA’s
Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool.

Stakeholder (9):
ThePublic

Performancelndicators

Description Type Start Date End Date
Target
[To bedetermined] Actua
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  FY 2022-2026 EPA Strategic Plan EPA’s FY 2022-2026 Strategic Plan communicates the Agency’s priorities and provides the roadmap for achieving its mission to protect human health and the environment. In this Strategic Plan, the Agency renews its commitment to the three principles articulated by William Ruckelshaus, who served as the EPA’s first Administrator (1970 – 1973, and then again from 1983 – 1985), to follow the science, follow the law, and be transparent. EPA also adds a fourth foundational principle: advance justice and equity. It is time to include this principle to infuse the consistent and systematic fair, just, and impartial treatment of all individuals into all EPA policies, practices, and programs. These principles form the basis of the Agency’s culture and will guide its operations and decision making now and into the future.  EPA’s Strategic Plan includes a suite of long-term performance goals (LTPGs) that reflect the quantifiable outcomes the Agency will achieve for each strategic objective and cross-agency strategy by 2026. LTPGs will help to understand, monitor, and tell the story of progress being made to partners and stakeholders, Agency employees, and the public. LTPGs provide the means for accountability. In addition, EPA has identified three FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goals (APGs), which are intended to jumpstart actions and showcase progress toward Administrator Regan’s priorities: • Phase down the production and consumption of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs); • Deliver tools and metrics for EPA and its Tribal, state, local, and community partners to advance environmental justice and external civil rights compliance; and • Clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of overburdened and underserved communities.    U.S. Environmental Protection Agency EPA _30f608d8-1095-4b0c-9f28-9bc848ed663c   Michael Regan Administrator     Healthy environment, healthy humans _cdfd5e22-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00  To Protect Human Health and the Environment _cdfd5f30-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00  Principles   Science Follow the Science  Law Follow the Law  Transparency Be Transparent  Justice Advance Justice and Equity  Equity   Climate Change Tackle the Climate Crisis _cdfd6098-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 1       Cut pollution that causes climate change and increase the adaptive capacity of Tribes, states, territories, and communities. ~ The impacts of climate change affect people in every region of the country, threatening lives and livelihoods and damaging infrastructure, ecosystems, and social systems. Global annually-averaged surface air temperature has increased by about 1.8°F (1.0°C) over the last 115 years (1901–2016), making this period the warmest in the history of modern civilization. The last few years have seen record-breaking, climate-related weather extremes; increased droughts, flooding, and wildfires; increasing surface, atmospheric, and oceanic temperatures; melting glaciers; diminishing snow cover; shrinking sea ice; rising sea levels; ocean acidification; and increasing atmospheric water vapor. ^ Climate change also exacerbates existing pollution problems and environmental stressors impacting the nation’s land, air, and water and the people who depend on them. Overburdened and underserved communities and individuals are particularly vulnerable to these impacts, including low-income communities and communities of color, children, the elderly, Tribes, and indigenous peoples. In addition, climate-driven famine, property loss, mass migrations, human conflict, species extinctions, and ecosystem failures have significant humanitarian and national security implications. ^ EPA will take bold steps and align its actions to respond decisively to the climate crisis. As part of a whole-of-government approach, EPA must aggressively tackle the climate crisis by helping the nation reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and anticipate, prepare for, and adapt to or recover from the impacts of climate change. Policies to tackle climate change must address the disproportionate vulnerability of low-income communities and communities of color while also dealing with the legacy pollution those communities continue to endure. ^ Climate change is a global issue and domestic action must go hand in hand with international leadership. EPA will continue to share its expertise internationally, while learning from the expertise of others. EPA’s programs will not only drive emissions reductions and resilience across the country but will help the U.S. to lead by example on the global stage and provide the foundation for science-based national and international climate mitigation and adaptation goals.   Emissions Reduce Emissions that Cause Climate Change _cdfd6160-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 1.1       Aggressively reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases from all sectors while increasing energy and resource efficiency and the use of renewable energy. ~ Greenhouse gases (GHGs) from human activities are the most significant driver of observed climate change since the mid-20th century.  As GHG emissions from human activities increase, they build up in the atmosphere and warm the climate, leading to increasingly destructive changes around the world— in the atmosphere, on land, and in the oceans. Steep and swift reductions in GHG emissions are essential to avoid the most catastrophic consequences of climate change. With its regulatory authority, technical and programmatic expertise, and mission to protect human health and the environment, EPA can drive significant emissions reductions to mitigate climate change. EPA will cut emissions by exercising its authorities to regulate GHG pollutants, including carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, and hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), across key sectors. As a complement, EPA will accelerate private and public sector mitigation with partnership programs that address market barriers, encourage leadership, and support Tribal, state, and local governments’ efforts to drive down emissions. Tackling the climate crisis will require deep gains in energy efficiency and in decarbonization of buildings, transportation, and the power and industrial sectors. EPA will collaborate closely with stakeholders to drive energy efficiency, grid decarbonization, and zero emissions mobility. EPA publishes GHG emissions data and applies tools such as the social cost of greenhouse gases, multipollutant analysis, reviews of environmental impact statements, permitting, and technical assistance. EPA also promotes recycling and encourages reducing the use of resources. Together, these approaches will produce measurable reductions in GHG emissions. Deep emission reductions will require significant transitions in technologies and energy systems that must be informed by community-level engagement, input, and analysis. Climate change is a crisis for the United States and the world, and EPA must respond accordingly and make the transition to a less carbon-intensive existence. EPA will take all measures within its authorities to speed this transition and will do so in a just, equitable, and inclusive manner.  LTPG 1.1.1 GHG Rules  _2d4b05ac-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_1      By September 30, 2026, promulgate final rules to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from light duty, medium-duty, and heavy-duty vehicles; electric utility generating units; and the oil and gas industry.   Status Promulgated  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 1.1.2 GHG Emissions Reduction MMTCO2e _2d4b235c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_2      By September 30, 2026, EPA’s climate partnership programs will reduce expected annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 545 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MMTCO2e).  Status  545 2025-10-01 2026-09-30  EPA’s climate partnership programs reduced 518.6 MMTCO2e of annual GHG emissions in 2019.   Baseline 518.6 2019-01-01 2019-12-31  [To be determined]    2025-10-01 2026-09-30   APG 1.1.1 HFCs Consumption MMTCO2e _2d4b3608-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_3      Phase down the production and consumption of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). By September 30, 2023, annual U.S. consumption of HFCs will be 10% below the baseline of 303.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MMTCO2e) consistent with the HFC phasedown schedule in the American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act and codified in the implementing regulations. A 10% reduction would decrease the U.S. consumption limit to less than 273.5 MMTCO2e in 2023.  Status Reduced 273.5  2023-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 303.9  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2023-09-30   GHG Emissions Drive down GHG emissions and reduce future climate change impacts. _538fd0f6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.1.1       As part of the Administration’s comprehensive approach to tackling the climate crisis, EPA will act boldly to drive down GHG emissions and reduce future climate change impacts. EPA will ensure a robust process of engagement with communities that have historically experienced disproportionate exposure to pollution to ensure policy solutions begin to repair this harmful legacy.      _2d4b4b5c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_4             [To be determined]        GHG Sources Reduce the emissions of GHGs from mobile and stationary sources. _538fe5b4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.1.2       Regulatory Approaches: EPA regulations will reduce the emissions of GHGs from mobile and stationary sources. Under the American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act of 2020, EPA will phase down the production and import of HFCs, which are highly potent GHGs commonly used in refrigerators, air conditioners, and many other applications. The AIM Act directs EPA to sharply reduce production and consumption of these harmful GHG pollutants by using an allowance allocation and trading program. EPA’s implementation of the AIM Act will decrease the production and import of HFCs in the United States by 85 percent over the next 15 years. A global HFC phasedown is expected to avoid up to 0.5°C of global warming by 2100. EPA will also consider complementary regulations consistent with the AIM Act to require sector-based transitions away from high Global Warming Potential HFCs and establish additional HFC management requirements to further reduce use and emissions of HFCs. ^ The transportation sector is the largest source of GHG emissions in the United States. EPA will reduce GHGs from the two largest sources of GHG emissions in the transportation sector: light-duty and heavy-duty vehicles. EPA will set robust federal GHG emissions standards for passenger cars and lightduty trucks to secure pollution reductions through Model Year (MY) 2026. EPA also will set standards for MY 2027 and beyond to speed the transition of the light-duty vehicle fleet toward a zero emissions future and will update air pollution standards for heavy-duty vehicles. The regulations will set the U.S. on a course to achieve aggressive reductions in GHG and other harmful pollutant emissions from highway transportation. EPA will drive GHG reductions while protecting fair competition in the marketplace by testing motor vehicles, heavy-duty engines, nonroad engines, and fuels that enter the U.S. market to certify they comply with federal clean air, GHG, and fuel economy standards. This will pave the way for faster adoption of zero-emission technologies and substantial improvements in air quality, particularly in communities living near heavily traveled corridors. ^ Electricity production generates the second largest share of GHG emissions. Approximately 62 percent of U.S. electricity comes from burning fossil fuels, mostly coal and natural gas. 11 Executive Order 13990: Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis12 directs EPA to revise and address, as appropriate, the regulation of GHGs from power plants under Section 111 of the Clean Air Act. Section 111(d) specifically provides states with a central role in developing plans to implement and enforce limits on pollution from existing sources, subject to emission guidelines issued by EPA. EPA will issue and implement rules to reduce GHG pollution from fossil-fuel fired power plants and work closely with Tribes, states, and local agencies to implement them. ^The oil and natural gas industry is the largest industrial source of U.S. emissions of methane, a potent GHG, and its facilities and operations also emit smog-forming volatile organic compounds and toxic air pollutants such as benzene. As part of the Administration’s comprehensive approach to tackling the climate crisis, EPA will issue and implement rules to reduce methane and other harmful pollutants from new and existing sources in the oil and natural gas industry. These actions meet the requirements of President Biden’s Executive Order 13990 and are key steps toward EPA’s commitment to deliver public health protections from methane pollution for communities across America. ^ Congress created the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program to reduce GHG emissions and expand the nation’s renewable fuels sector while reducing reliance on imported oil. The RFS program requires a certain volume of renewable fuel to replace or reduce the quantity of petroleum-based transportation fuel, heating oil, or jet fuel. EPA will continue to implement the RFS program, including the associated credit trading systems. Separately, EPA will continue work with partners on programs to control emissions from marine and aircraft engines, which are significant contributors to U.S. and global GHG emissions. ^ EPA will facilitate net emission and air quality analyses of increased electric vehicle (EV) use.      _2d4b5228-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_5             [To be determined]        Climate Change Improve models of climate change impacts. _538fe960-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.1.3       Science and Disclosure: EPA will improve models of climate change impacts, including how risks and economic impacts can be reduced under mitigation and adaptation scenarios. The Agency will advance the scientific literature on climate impacts by publishing scientific assessments of climate impacts and responses, including those developed through the Climate Impacts and Risk Analysis (CIRA) project and by EPA’s research and development program, quantifying and monetizing the risk of climate change on vulnerable populations, and by making EPA’s Climate Change Indicators website, which compiles key indicators related to the causes and effects of climate change, more accessible. EPA will also continue its role as a key contributor along with technical experts across the Federal Government to update estimates of the social cost of GHGs to reflect the best available climate science and economics. This metric—a range of estimates, in dollars, of the long-term damage imposed by one ton of GHG emissions—combines climate science and economics to help policy makers and the public understand the benefits of reducing GHG emissions and account for those benefits in decision making. ^ Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Clean Air Act Section 309, EPA will promote robust consideration of climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resilience in the reviews of proposed actions, such as federal land management actions, transportation projects, and publicly owned facility construction, as applicable. EPA fulfills its NEPA and Section 309 responsibilities, in part, by annually reviewing approximately 280 Environmental Impact Statements developed by other federal agencies. EPA will review the adequacy and acceptability of environmental impacts, including those related to climate change, and will identify and recommend appropriate measures to avoid and mitigate significant environmental impacts associated with each proposal. ^ EPA will continue to implement the U.S. Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program. Under this Clean Air Act regulatory program, EPA annually collects data from over 8,100 facilities from 41 large industrial source categories in the U.S. to support federal and state-level policy development; support regulatory development; and share GHG emissions and supply data with stakeholders, including state and local governments, industry, academia, the research community, and the public in general. ^ EPA will continue to compile and publish the annual Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks to fulfill U.S. treaty obligations, under Article 4 of the 1992 Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Inventory provides information on total annual U.S. emissions and removals by source, economic sector, and GHG. The Inventory is used to inform U.S. policy and for tracking progress towards the U.S. Nationally Determined Contribution under the Paris Agreement. EPA will continue to improve and refine inventory methodologies in areas such as oil and gas, land-use, and waste, consistent with Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) guidelines, and to meet upcoming Paris reporting requirements.     _2d4b5fd4-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_6             [To be determined]        Partnerships Facilitate the transition to a clean energy economy. _538fef50-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.1.4       Market Drivers and Incentives: EPA’s partnership programs will help the transition to a clean energy economy. These programs overcome market barriers, support state and local partners in the public and private sectors, and channel marketplace ingenuity towards climate action. Climate partnership programs will improve delivery of energy efficiency, transportation efficiency, clean energy, and heat mitigation solutions to communities. For example, EPA’s domestic methane partnership programs will focus on advancing methane reductions from agriculture, coal mines, landfills, oil and gas systems, and municipal wastewater. ENERGY STAR will achieve significant and growing GHG reductions by promoting the adoption of cost-effective, energy-efficient technologies and practices and by working with state and local governments to improve efficiency in the residential, commercial, and industrial sectors. ENERGY STAR also supports equitable energy solutions that can deliver significant cost savings for low-income families and other underserved populations, prioritizing outreach to low-income populations on products that have the greatest potential to save energy and dollars. EPA will continue to provide tools, data, and technical expertise to help subnational governments implement clean energy policies and programs that reduce emissions, maximize co-benefits, and prioritize overburdened and underserved communities. ^ EPA will also continue to drive down emissions of black carbon. This component of particulate matter contributes the most to global warming when deposited on snow or ice, so it is important to prioritize emission sources that impact the Arctic. Domestically, our regulatory and voluntary programs will continue to reduce emissions from residential wood-burning appliances and diesel vehicles. New GHG regulations on light-duty and heavy-duty vehicles, described above, will further lower emissions of particles and black carbon. Also, implementation of the PM2.5National Ambient Air Quality Standards will result in particulate matter and black carbon emission reductions in many areas designated as not attaining standards. Relative to 2013, EPA programs will lead to a 50 percent reduction in black carbon emissions by 2028. Globally, emissions from household energy/cookstoves are the largest controllable source of black carbon (>50 percent). Cookstove emissions also include methane and CO2. More than 3 billion low-income people around the world, including 600,000 low-income Americans, cook their food and/or heat their homes with open fires or with rudimentary stoves. These activities are also a significant source of air pollutants that adversely affect public health, especially of women and children. EPA will work with domestic and international partners to reduce these exposures and address these inequities—for example, by supporting cookstove design and performance standards and providing technical assistance to foster adoption of improved fuels and stoves. Domestically and globally, these regulations and programs will deliver both public health benefits by reduced exposure to particulate matter and climate change mitigation benefits. ^ EPA will reduce GHG emissions by promoting a circular economy, which minimizes extraction of finite resources, reduces waste and pollution, keeps products and materials in use, and regenerates natural systems. Extraction and processing of natural resources, including fossil fuels, biomass, minerals, and metals, comprise approximately 50 percent of global GHG emissions. Over one-third of the food produced in the United States is never eaten, wasting the resources used to produce it and creating a myriad of environmental impacts. Food waste is the single most common material landfilled and incinerated in the U.S., comprising 24 and 22 percent of landfilled and combusted municipal solid waste, respectively. Reducing and preventing food waste can increase food security, foster productivity and economic efficiency, promote resource and energy conservation, and address climate change.  Investing in domestic recycling, as well as solid waste and food waste infrastructure, that supports a circular economy will help resources maintain their highest and best use and reduce GHG emissions. Through its National Recycling Strategy, EPA is working to develop a stronger, more resilient, and cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling system, a key component of a circular economy. By moving towards a system that designs out waste while being restorative to the environment, the U.S. will be positioned to find more productive and sustainable ways to extract, use, and manage materials and generate measurable GHG reductions. For more information about EPA efforts to reduce the environmental impacts of materials across their lifecycle, see Objective 6.2.     _2d4b79b0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_7             [To be determined]        Resilience & Adaptation Accelerate Resilience and Adaptation to Climate Change Impacts _cdfd62be-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 1.2       Deliver targeted assistance to increase the resilience of Tribes, states, territories, and communities to the impacts of climate change. ~ EPA is committed to taking necessary actions to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, and recover from the impacts of climate change while advancing the climate resilience of Tribes and indigenous peoples, states, territories, and communities across the nation. ^ Climate change poses significant risks to EPA’s ability to fulfill its mission and affects how the Agency designs and implements its programs. EPA will ensure its programs, policies, rulemaking processes, enforcement and compliance assurance activities, and operations consider the current and future impacts of climate change and how those impacts will disproportionately affect overburdened and underserved communities. Through adaptation planning and implementation activities, EPA will continue to protect human health and the environment even as the climate changes. ^ EPA will provide targeted assistance to Tribes and indigenous peoples, states, territories, local governments, communities, and businesses to transform their environmental programs, strengthen their adaptive capacity, and increase the resilience of the nation, with a particular focus on advancing environmental justice. This includes preparing for and responding to climate-related impacts and disasters (e.g., wildfires, extreme heat, droughts, floods, sea level rise, damage to estuaries and ecosystems, health impacts, storm surge, and melting permafrost) and ensuring that infrastructure investments increase resilience to climate change. ^ EPA’s commitments are part of a whole-of-government approach to pursue actions at home and abroad to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of climate change.  LTPG 1.2.1 Priority Actions  _2d4b839c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_8      By September 30, 2026, implement all priority actions in EPA’s Climate Adaptation Action Plan and the 20 National Program and Regional Climate Adaptation Implementation Plans to account for the impacts of the changing climate on human health and the environment.  Status Implemented  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 1.2.2 Tribes Assisted Number _2d4b9ab2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_9      By September 30, 2026, assist at least 400 federally recognized Tribes to take action to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, or recover from the impacts of climate change.    400  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 1.2.3 Jurisdictions Assisted Number _2d4bb74a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_10      By September 30, 2026, assist at least 450 states, territories, local governments, and communities, especially communities that are underserved and disproportionally at risk from climate change, to take action to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, or recover from the impacts of climate change.    450  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Priorities Accelerate and focus attention on five priority actions the Agency will take over the next four years to increase human and ecosystem resilience. _538ff2e8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.2.1       In 2021, EPA issued a Policy Statement signed by Administrator Regan and a Climate Adaptation Action Plan, which advance Executive Order (E.O.) 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. EPA’s Climate Adaptation Action Plan accelerates and focuses attention on five priority actions the Agency will take over the next four years to increase human and ecosystem resilience as the climate changes and disruptive impacts increase:     _2d4bc096-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_11             [To be determined]        Adaptation Integrate climate adaptation into EPA programs, policies, rulemaking processes, and enforcement activities. _c9fad760-e502-11ec-9a69-7aa61983ea00 Action 1.2.1.1  Federal Agencies EPA will closely coordinate with other federal agencies on climate change adaptation challenges that cut across Agency jurisdictions to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the combined federal effort.         _2d4bd48c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_12             [To be determined]        Consultation Consult and partner with Tribes, states, territories, local governments, environmental justice organizations, community groups, businesses, and other federal agencies to strengthen adaptive capacity and increase the resilience of the nation, with a particular focus on advancing environmental justice. _c9faf0d8-e502-11ec-9a69-7aa61983ea00 Action 1.2.1.2  Tribes      States      Territories      Local Governments      Environmental Justice Organizations      Community Groups      Businesses      Federal Agencies          _2d4bf0ac-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_13             [To be determined]        Protection Implement measures to protect the Agency’s workforce, facilities, critical infrastructure, supply chains, and procurement processes from the risks posed by climate change. _c9faf5f6-e502-11ec-9a69-7aa61983ea00 Action 1.2.1.3            _2d4bf6ec-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_14             [To be determined]        Performance Metrics Measure and evaluate performance. _c9fafa10-e502-11ec-9a69-7aa61983ea00 Action 1.2.1.4            _2d4c0524-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_15             [To be determined]        Science Identify and address climate adaptation science needs. _c9fafe34-e502-11ec-9a69-7aa61983ea00 Action 1.2.1.5            _2d4c194c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_16             [To be determined]        Programs & Policies Integrate Climate Adaptation into EPA Programs, Policies, and Operations _538ff694-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.2.2       EPA programs and regions will update or develop 20 Climate Change Adaptation Implementation Plans to align with and advance the five priorities in the 2021 EPA Adaptation Action Plan. Program and regional plans will focus on program- or region-specific issues (e.g., the implications for water quality of more frequent and intense storms on agricultural lands). Each plan will build on progress to date and identify actions that integrate climate adaptation into remedies, permits, infrastructure investments, enforcement and compliance assistance, grants, loans, technical assistance, and operations. In addition, programs and regions will identify climate adaptation strategies, informed by the best available science, that deliver co-benefits for mitigation of GHG and other pollution, public health, economic growth and job creation, national security, and environmental justice—all of which will be central to building a more resilient future.  Performance Goal 1.2.2.1 Adaptation Plans Number _2d4c1f6e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_17      Update or develop 20 Climate Change Adaptation Implementation Plans to align with and advance the five priorities in the 2021 EPA Adaptation Action Plan.  Status Developed/Updated 20    [To be determined]        Resilience Increase Resilience of Tribes, States, and Communities _538ffaae-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.2.3  Tribes      States      Communities     EPA will ensure its grants, loans, and technical assistance consider climate change to the greatest extent possible and help empower Tribes, states, and communities across the nation to anticipate, prepare for, adapt to, and recover from the impacts of climate change. Of particular concern is that the impacts of climate change across the U.S. and the world will not be distributed equally. Certain communities and individuals are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including low-income communities, children, the elderly, communities of color, Tribal communities, and indigenous peoples. EPA will actively engage with organizations representing overburdened and underserved communities, such as the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council, the National Tribal Operations Committee, and the Local Government Advisory Committee, with the goal of attaining a more equitable, just, and climate-resilient future. ^ EPA will work with Tribes and indigenous peoples, states, territories, local governments, regional programs, environmental justice organizations, community groups, businesses, other federal agencies, and other partners to leverage existing efforts and provide targeted support to build adaptive capacity and resilience. For example, EPA will work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assist and support communities with disaster mitigation and recovery planning. In addition, EPA will collaborate with, support, and learn from international partners on climate adaptation and capacity building.     _2d4c2f68-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_18             [To be determined]        Climate Literacy Increase the climate literacy. _538ffe82-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.2.4  EPA Employees      Tribal Partners      State Partners      Local Partners      Community Partners     Climate Adaptation Literacy and Science: EPA will increase the climate literacy of EPA employees and Tribal, state, local, and community partners. EPA will equip staff and partners with an understanding of projected climate-related impacts and how to use climate adaptation tools to incorporate climate adaptation into decision making. EPA will develop, update, and expand its existing climate adaptation training modules to prioritize two primary goals: (1) to increase awareness about the importance of climate adaptation and encourage all EPA staff and partners to consider the changing climate in the normal course of business; and (2) to introduce specific methods (e.g., nature-based solutions and green infrastructure) and tools for integrating climate adaptation into decision-making processes. ^ EPA will support an Agencywide approach to identify and update priority climate adaptation research needs. EPA will advance a rigorous exploratory and applied climate adaptation science program by conducting climate-related research in its labs and centers, supporting research through its grants program, conducting policy-relevant assessments, communicating research and assessment results, and delivering innovative and sustainable solutions. EPA will coordinate and collaborate with other federal agencies and the scientific community to provide access to the best available science, technologies, and practices. ^ EPA will establish a central repository of information and tools related to climate adaptation to facilitate the ongoing sharing of information. EPA programs and regions will contribute to the repository by documenting adaptation integration methods that may also be applicable to others within the Agency or its partners. EPA will collaborate with other federal agencies to develop and maintain a means to ensure access to climate adaptation data by all staff and partners.  Performance Goal 1.2.4.1 Awareness  _2d4c426e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_19      Increase awareness about the importance of climate adaptation and encourage all EPA staff and partners to consider the changing climate in the normal course of business.  Status Increased    [To be determined]        Performance Goal 1.2.4.2 Methods  _a6e640aa-e5ae-11ec-814d-4ab9f882ea00  PLACEHOLDER_20      Introduce specific methods (e.g., nature-based solutions and green infrastructure) and tools for integrating climate adaptation into decision-making processes.  Status Introduced    [To be determined]        Intergovernmental Efforts Advance International and Subnational Climate Efforts _cdfd63fe-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 1.3  Tribal Partners      State Partners      Local Partners      International Partners     Collaborate with Tribal, state, local, and international partners and provide leadership on the global stage to address climate change. ~ Climate change is a global issue that has far-reaching human health, social, economic, and biodiversity impacts on the planet, with direct adverse effects in the United States. EPA is prioritizing efforts to help countries respond to the climate crisis by reducing domestic GHG emissions as well as increasing equitable adaptation and resiliency to climate change impacts. Building on EPA’s responsibilities for protecting human health and the environment, EPA plays a critical role internationally by providing technical expertise, guidance, and capacity building to help countries set and meet ambitious GHG reductions, improve adaptive capacity, and strengthen climate governance. ^ E.O. 14008 directs federal agencies to develop plans for integrating climate considerations into their international work, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law. In response, EPA developed an International Climate Strategy Plan to advance climate assistance internationally at the national, city, and local levels, including climate assistance to indigenous peoples, and provide leadership on the global stage to address climate change. ^ EPA support will increase partner countries’ ability to integrate climate change mitigation and adaptation actions and information into their relevant domestic policy and engagement decisions. This is consistent with the Agency’s domestic climate work and its mission to protect human health and the environment, including from transboundary pollution sources.  LTPG 1.3.1 International Commitments Number _2d4c48d6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_21      By September 30, 2026, implement at least 40 international climate engagements that result in an individual partner commitment or action to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, adapt to climate change, or improve resilience in a manner that promotes equity.  Status Implemented 40  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   International Plan Address the global climate crisis. _539002a6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.1       EPA’s International Climate Strategy Plan outlines activities where EPA can help address the global climate crisis. These activities include a focus on overburdened and underserved communities that are most susceptible to impacts from climate change and so would derive even greater protections from climate change mitigation and adaptation actions. To achieve the goals of E.O. 14008, EPA will promote tools and initiate capacity building and technical assistance programs in countries where EPA expects to have the greatest potential to make a difference in: • Reducing potent climate forcers: black carbon, methane, ozone, and hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). • Improving household and commercial energy efficiency. • Reducing GHG emissions from the transport sector. • Improving integrated air quality management. • Supporting fulfillment of commitments under the Paris Agreement and other international climate related agreements. • Strengthening climate governance through a suite of model laws, regulations, partnerships, and strategies that build countries’ capacity to strengthen, implement, and enforce domestic policies. • Boosting national and local adaptation and resilience strategies to the impacts of climate change in an equitable and just manner. • Supporting resource efficiency actions to reduce GHG emissions from overlooked sources.     _2d4c58c6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_22             [To be determined]        Climate Forcers Reducing Potent Climate Forcers with Near-Term Benefits _53900698-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.2       EPA will partner with other countries to establish a global methane emissions reduction goal and will provide technical assistance to build capacity for countries to meet that goal. EPA will also partner with the European Union and the International Criminal Police Organization to reduce illegal trading of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) through improved international tracking and capacity-building activities. EPA will help countries reduce global black carbon emissions from solid fuel combustion to meet household energy needs (e.g., cooking, heating) by partnering with international organizations such as the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), and the Clean Cooking Alliance (CCA), to enable transitions to clean energy sources through research and capacity-building programs     _2d4c704a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_23             [To be determined]        Energy Efficiency Improving Household and Commercial Energy Efficiency _53900ad0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.3  Households      Commercial Enterprises     To address the rapidly expanding use of air conditioning and refrigeration globally, EPA will collaborate with international organizations to provide technical assistance to draft energy efficient cooling standards and permitting requirements for air conditioning and refrigeration. EPA will collaborate with international organizations, including the International Organization for Standards (ISO), to provide countries with information and technical assistance on efficiency and emissions standards to improve the energy efficiency of residential and commercial appliances. EPA will share tools and information on various solid waste management practices and their associated GHG reductions to help incentivize commercial industries to reduce GHG emissions.      _2d4c766c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_24             [To be determined]        Transportation Sector Reduce GHG Emissions from the Transportation Sector _53900ec2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.4  Transportation Sector     EPA will collaborate with international organizations to equip countries with information, knowledge, and tools needed as they transition to zero emissions transportation and improve efficiency of their vehicle fleets. EPA will collaborate with international organizations, such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO), to provide tools and technical assistance for priority countries, including helping them reach the IMO’s goal of zero emissions from international shipping by 2050. EPA will also continue working with the International Civil Aviation Authority (ICAO) on programs to control emissions from aircraft.     _2d4c8512-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_25             [To be determined]        Air Quality Improve Integrated Air Quality Management. _539013e0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.5       Improving Integrated Air Quality Management, including Consideration of Clean Air and Climate CoBenefits and GHG Modeling, Monitoring, and Reporting: EPA will provide tools to countries to improve GHG modeling, monitoring, and reporting. EPA will partner with UN bodies such as the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to improve data and methods for specific source inventories and improve countries’ national GHG inventory software. This assistance is in support of national requirements for reporting and review of GHG emissions inventories under the Paris Agreement.      _2d4c99d0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_26             [To be determined]        Governance & Equity Strengthen Climate Governance and Equity at All Levels of Government:  _539017d2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.6       EPA will provide climate and equity governance capacity building and technical assistance to help countries develop, implement, and enforce laws, regulations, partnerships, and policies to reduce GHG emissions, enforce climate regulations, and adapt to climate impacts in pursuit of the goals of the Paris Agreement in a manner that engages and protects vulnerable and underserved communities. This work will also improve adaptive capacity and mitigation strategies of countries at all levels of government, including subnational governments and vulnerable and underserved communities. EPA will also provide technical assistance to countries to help address the social impacts of GHG emissions.     _2d4ca092-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_27             [To be determined]        Adaptation & Resilience Boost Strategies for National and Local Adaptation and Resilience _53901bf6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.7       EPA will engage internationally to assist countries with planning, monitoring, and managing climate change adaptation and resilience strategies, factoring in equity for vulnerable and underserved communities. This includes sharing information and technical assistance on adaptation and resilience strategies for protecting vulnerable coastal ecosystems, building resilient water infrastructure, managing flood and fire risk, and mitigating public health impacts of natural disasters and other extreme weather events.     _2d4cb028-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_28             [To be determined]        GHG Emissions Support Resource Efficiency Actions to Reduce GHG Emissions from Overlooked Sources _53902024-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 1.3.8       EPA will collaborate with international organizations to provide technical assistance to help countries assess environmental, economic, and social impacts of the production and consumption of goods and services, including food loss and waste. This assistance will use models to incorporate GHG emission factors in the evaluation of options for inputs and outputs to the supply chain and to increase the resilience of their economic and natural resource systems. EPA will collaborate with multilateral partners to provide tools and information for countries and the private sector in mineral supply-chain transparency for critical minerals and rare-earth metals to incentivize climate-friendly decisions that shape more sustainable industrial processes.     _2d4cc432-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_29             [To be determined]        Environmental Justice & Civil Rights Take Decisive Action to Advance Environmental Justice and Civil Rights _cdfd64f8-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 2       Achieve tangible progress for historically overburdened and underserved communities and ensure the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income in developing and implementing environmental laws, regulations, and policies. ~ EPA will center its mission on the integration of justice, equity, and civil rights across the nation’s environmental protection enterprise. This will hold as true for communities within the contiguous 48 states as it will for communities in the non-contiguous states and all other territories and protectorates of the United States. By doing so, EPA will advance the promise of clean air, clean water, and safe land to the many communities across the country that have not received the full benefits from EPA’s decades of progress. Centering its work on justice is especially important in an era when EPA must simultaneously break the cycle of historic environmental injustices while maximizing protection for these same communities as they are too often hit worst and first from the impacts of a changing climate. ^ EPA’s ultimate goal of centering its mission on these priorities is to achieve measurable environmental, public health, and quality of life improvements in the most overburdened, vulnerable, and underserved communities. Achieving this goal will require significant transformations in how EPA understands and implements its work, including how EPA prioritizes program resources, allocates funding, implements statutory authorities, and engages the communities most affected by environmental and public health threats, especially as the climate changes. Critical to achieving this goal is for EPA to proactively engage with Tribes, states, and local governments to discuss and address disproportionate impacts through their implementation of EPA authorities and engage in meaningful joint planning with communities to advance community visions and priorities. ^ The vigorous enforcement of civil rights is also key to addressing historical and systemic barriers. These efforts lead to more responsible and equitable siting and permitting decisions by recipients of EPA funding; reductions in racial and ethnic disparities in levels of air pollutants and exposure to toxins; reductions in racial and ethnic disparities in access to clean and reliable water infrastructure that are free of lead and other toxins; reductions in racial and ethnic disparities among communities enduring mismanaged solid waste programs and processes; reductions of harmful exposures in communities by assessing and cleaning up contaminated sites; better health outcomes in impacted communities; and increased public participation in critical decision making. ^ This goal includes three objectives that focus EPA on: (1) increasing the capacity of Tribes, states, and communities working to address environmental justice and civil rights concerns; (2) embedding environmental justice and civil rights in the Agency’s core work; and (3) strengthening civil rights enforcement in communities overburdened by pollution. The first focuses on EPA’s ability to advance this priority outside of EPA — through the support the Agency provides directly to communities, EPA’s direct implementation of federal environmental programs, and the implementation of these programs by co-regulators. The second objective focuses on advancing equity, justice, and civil rights through EPA’s internal program activities such as permitting actions, responding to emergencies, and cleaning up contamination. EPA recognizes that environmental justice and external civil rights programs and their authorities are distinct and they share a deep connection and ability to reinforce and leverage one another to make significant progress in addressing disproportionate adverse impacts burdening communities. For example, civil rights laws, taken together with EPA’s environmental justice efforts, can effectively target disparities in exposure to pollution on the basis of race, color, national origin, and other characteristics such as disability. The final objective focuses on EPA’s commitment to strengthen the EPA’s External Civil Rights Office and its ability to enforce federal civil rights laws to their fullest extent, including by fully implementing its authority to conduct affirmative investigations in overburdened communities, issue policy guidance, and secure timely and effective resolutions to address discrimination. ^ Furthermore, this goal sets targets that align closely with Administration priorities set forth in Executive Orders (E.O.s) 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government and 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. Both E.O.s require that EPA develop implementation plans to ensure that underserved communities and individuals have full, fair, and equitable access to the benefits of the Agency’s programs. The actions in these upcoming plans will be developed to help achieve those objectives. The E.O.s also provide the platform for interagency collaboration since many objectives benefit from actions by other federal agencies. EPA will take these and any other opportunities to use the Administration’s whole-of-government approach to implementing environmental justice.  Promotion Promote Environmental Justice and Civil Rights at the Federal, Tribal, State, and Local Levels _cdfd65e8-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 2.1       Empower and build capacity of underserved and overburdened communities to protect human health and the environment. Introduction EPA has the potential to make transformative progress on environmental justice and civil rights at the Tribal, state, and local levels, through a whole-of-government approach that involves communities as authentic partners. This is evidenced by increasing commitments, innovations, and capacities at the state level. In addition, communities are increasingly well organized and equipped to develop their own visions of well-being and resilience, advocate for change, and influence public policy. ^ Fulfilling the promise of these opportunities requires pursuing three strategies:  LTPG 2.1.1 Capacity-Building Resources  _2d4ccac2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_30      By September 30, 2026, all EPA programs that seek feedback and comment from the public will provide capacity-building resources to communities with environmental justice concerns to support their ability to meaningfully engage and provide useful feedback to those programs.  Status Provided  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.1.2 Commitments  _2d4d3d18-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_31      By September 30, 2026, include commitments to address disproportionate impacts in all written agreements between EPA and Tribes and states (e.g., grant work plans) implementing delegated authorities.  Status Included  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.1.3 Indian Country Actions Taken Number _2d4d5d2a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_32      By September 30, 2026, EPA programs with direct implementation authority will take at least 100 significant actions that will result in measurable improvements in Indian country.    1000  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.1.4 State Civil Rights Programs  _2d4d64be-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_33      By September 30, 2026, all state recipients of EPA financial assistance will have foundational civil rights programs in place.  Status In Place  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.1.5 ORD Activities Increase Percentage _2d4d7490-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_34      By September 30, 2026, increase by 40% the number of Office of Research and Development (ORD) activities related to environmental justice that involve or are applicable to Tribes, states, territories, local governments, and communities.  Status  40  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Capacity & Resilience Build Community Capacity and Climate Resilience and Maximizing Benefits to Overburdened and Underserved Communities _539024d4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.1.1  Communities      Overburdened Communities      Underserved Communities     EPA will increase support for community-led action by providing unprecedented investments and benefits directly to communities with environmental justice concerns and by integrating equity throughout Agency programs. E.O. 14008’s Justice40 mandate elevates this approach to a national initiative to deliver at least 40 percent of the overall benefits from certain federal investments to underserved communities. Over the next four years, EPA will strive to not only meet this goal but exceed it. EPA’s programs – particularly regulatory programs whose policies and activities must be responsive to the realities of communities with EJ concerns – will actively engage and support impacted communities to influence program implementation and maximize the benefits from the investment of resources to achieve meaningful change on the ground. Supporting communities as they adapt to and recover from climate change is also central to this commitment. ^ E.O. 13985 mandates a comprehensive effort to advance equity throughout all of EPA’s policies, programs, and activities. A fundamental element of achieving such equity and justice is ensuring communities have the capacity they need to meaningfully engage government programs and for these programs to listen and respond to commmunity voices. Critical to EPA’s success in this area is supporting the efforts of community members and organizations to provide EPA with their expertise and viewpoints. To meet this responsibility, EPA commits to establishing the necessary policies, tools, and other mechanisms to provide this support to communities. In addition, the Agency must take concrete action to further include the voices, experiences, and passions of the full diversity of the nation in EPA’s workforce.      _2d4d87f0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_35             [To be determined]        Engagement & Support Engage and Support Federal, State, and Local Governments to Achieve Results in Communities _5390290c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.1.2  State Governments      Local Governments     Virtually all national programs interact with other federal agencies, state, and local governments in multiple ways, including funding and oversight of delegated programs. EPA national and regional offices will work proactively to integrate environmental justice and civil rights into policies and activities as a fundamental element of the Agency’s relationships with federal, state, and local partners to jointly affect beneficial changes on the ground for communities. EPA will invest in oversight, guidance, and assistance for states and local governments to advance environmental justice integration in coordination with enhanced civil rights enforcement with an aim to increase accountability across the board. ^ EPA will also initiate a new era of proactive support and engagement with its federal partners. Through its regulatory responsibility under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA will promote robust consideration and mitigation of environmental impacts on overburdened, underserved communities in the review of other federal agencies’ environmental impact statements. Proposed actions may include federal land management activities, transportation-related projects, and publicly owned facility construction, as applicable.     _2d4d8f34-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_36             [To be determined]        Indian Country Integrate Environmental Justice Principles into the Implementation of Federal Environmental Programs in Indian Country and in Other Areas of Interest to Tribes, in Partnership with Federally Recognized Tribes  _53902d6c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.1.3  Tribes     Equity principles and equal protection require that implementation of federal environmental law protections be as robust inside Indian country as EPA requires these protections to be outside of Indian country. At this time, EPA directly implements the vast majority of federal environmental programs in Indian country where EPA seeks to apply key environmental justice principles, such as equity, meaningful involvement, and fair treatment. Ensuring EPA direct implementation of federal environmental programs in Indian country is in keeping with the federal trust responsibility. When the Agency directly implements federal environmental programs the agency also advances environmental justice for federally recognized Tribes. ^ EPA will continue its long commitment to assisting Tribes in building the capacity to receive delegated programs. In those instances when Tribal governments are authorized to implement federal programs, EPA supports Tribal governments’ inclusion of environmental justice principles, community engagement, and decision-making processes. Integration of environmental justice principles into all EPA activities with Tribal governments and in Indian country is designed to be flexible enough to accommodate EPA’s Tribal program activities and goals, while at the same time meeting the Agency’s environmental justice goals.     _2d4d9f24-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_37             [To be determined]        Programs, Policies & Activities Embed Environmental Justice and Civil Rights into EPA’s Programs, Policies, and Activities _cdfd66ec-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 2.2       Integrate environmental justice and civil rights in all of the Agency’s work to maximize benefits and minimize impacts to underserved and overburdened communities. ~ Commitments to achieving change on the ground and accountability for such change will be the ultimate measure of the Agency’s success in advancing justice, civil rights, and equity, including the implementation of E.O.s 13985 and 14008. These efforts include incorporating feedback from impacted communities while analyzing and addressing disproportionate impacts. EPA must not only better support community efforts to engage with the Agency but also advance the Agency’s ability to engage in community-driven work through the regions and across all programs. EPA must follow and implement the Civil Rights Act as equally as environmental statutes. Agency strategies to achieve this include the following elements:  LTPG 2.2.1 Disparities  _2d4db52c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_38      By September 30, 2026, reduce disparities in environmental and public health conditions represented by the indicators identified through the FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goal.  Status Reduced  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.2.2 Responsive Actions Percentage _2d4dbd56-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_39      By September 30, 2026, 80% of significant EPA actions with environmental justice implications will clearly demonstrate how the action is responsive to environmental justice concerns and reduces or otherwise addresses disproportionate impacts.  Status Clarity 80  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.2.3 Community-Driven Programs  _2d4dcd00-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_40      By September 30, 2026, all EPA programs that work in and with communities will do so in ways that are community-driven, coordinated and collaborative, support equitable and resilient community development, and provide for meaningful involvement and fair treatment of communities with environmental justice concerns.   Status Meaningful & Fair  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.2.4 Civil Rights in Programs & Regions  _2d4de1f0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_41      By September 30, 2026, all EPA programs and regions will identify and implement areas and opportunities to integrate environmental justice considerations and achieve civil rights compliance in their planning, guidance, policy directives, monitoring, and review activities.  Status Compliance  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.2.5 Language Assistance Plans  _2d4de9de-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_42      By September 30, 2026, all EPA programs and regions will implement program and region-specific language assistance plans.  Status Implemented  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.2.6 Disability Access Plans  _2d4df8e8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_43      By September 30, 2026, all EPA programs and regions will implement program and region-specific disability access plans.  Status Implemented  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   APG 2.2.1 Disparities Indicators Number _2d4e0d56-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_44      Deliver tools and metrics for EPA and its Tribal, state, local, and community partners to advance environmental justice and external civil rights compliance. By September 30, 2023, EPA will develop and implement a cumulative impacts framework, issue guidance on external civil rights compliance, establish at least 10 indicators to assess EPA’s performance in eliminating disparities in environmental and public health conditions, and train staff and partners on how to use these resources.  Status Delivered 10  2023-09-30  [To be determined]     2023-09-30   Public Health Making Commitments on Measurable Environmental and Public Health Improvements in Overburdened and Underserved Communities _539031c2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.2.1  Overburdened Communities      Underserved Communities     EPA will set ambitious goals of achieving meaningful change on the ground for communities with environmental justice concerns. EPA believes that setting such ambitious goals that speak to priority environmental justice issues is critical to stimulating a deeper assessment of the use of all EPA authorities and the Agency’s ability to lead and support efforts by public and private sector partners to strive collectively towards attainment of those goals. EPA will focus on several elements of progress towards achieving such ambitious commitments. These include delineating the responsibilities of programs and regions towards meeting their objectives, identifying data gaps, building tracking systems, and putting in place any needed policy, guidance, or regulatory changes. EPA will also incorporate responsibility and measurable accountability for advancing environmental justice into Agency plans, including the EPA annual operating plan and annual performance plans of key political, senior executive, and general schedule staff. EPA will commit to at least ten measures of progress towards achieving meaningful environmental and public health outcomes on the ground. Some examples include: • Providing access to safe and sustainable sources of drinking water and clean surface water for the entire population of the United States. • Minimizing public health disparities such as the difference in childhood blood lead levels and the prevalence of asthma for children living in families below the federal poverty level and children living in older housing, who are often children of color. • Reducing exposure to pollutants such as air toxics that disproportionately impact communities with environmental justice concerns. • Reducing harmful exposures in communities by assessing and cleaning up contaminated sites. • Reducing pesticide exposure to farmworkers, their families, and the agricultural community.      _2d4e145e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_45             [To be determined]        Involvement & Impacts Ensuring that EPA Decision Making Incorporates Meaningful Community Involvement and Analyses that Identify Disproportionate Impacts _53903618-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.2.2       The knowledge attained from community engagement activities, along with other actions to consider more fully environmental justice and civil rights, must be regularly reflected and addressed throughout EPA’s documented decisions. As a first step, EPA will engage in a process and establish all necessary policies to determine which actions are of major significance for environmental justice and civil rights purposes. This will help ensure that the Agency’s most important decisions address the needs of impacted communities; respond to policy analyses of potential environmental justice impacts; and consider recommendations from the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council. ^ EPA must make significant and urgent progress in fundamentally grounding its work in addressing disproportionality, which includes understanding of and reacting to issues of cumulative impacts and cumulative risks, and rapidly advance its ability to conduct analyses that identify disproportionate impacts. One way to catalyze such progress is to ensure that all EPA programs develop guidance on using environmental justice tools such as EJSCREEN to support their decision making.     _2d4e25e8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_46             [To be determined]        Community Approaches Build Capacity to Support Community-Driven Approaches to Developing Healthy, Sustainable, and Climate-Resilient Communities  _53903bae-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.2.3       Achieving meaningful change necessitates that EPA not only improve its decision making and program implementation, but that the Agency significantly advance its ability to work on the ground with communities as a regular means of achieving its mission. EPA will build upon the many ways that programs and regions currently work with and in communities by elevating and expanding the use of coordinated and collaborative community-driven partnerships to address community priorities. EPA will leverage and coordinate its investments in communities and collaborate with partners and other external stakeholders to advance comprehensive and strategic community-driven approaches. EPA will ensure that its programs fully integrate the key principles of effective community-driven work and over time increase the number of collaborative partnerships centered on community priorities initiated or supported through EPA activities.     _2d4e4668-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_47             [To be determined]        Programs Ensuring Consideration of Civil Rights and Environmental Justice by EPA Programs _5390402c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.2.4       As a federal agency charged with enforcing federal civil rights laws, EPA must ensure that all Agency programs and activities comply with and implement civil rights obligations and integrate environmental justice considerations. To do so, EPA must recognize that in addition to the enforcement and implementation of federal civil rights laws carried out through EPA’s external civil rights compliance program and addressed in Objective 2.3, EPA program and regional offices also must recognize and address civil rights and environmental justice issues that arise as they implement their responsibilities under environmental laws, such as their permit review responsibilities. Civil rights vigilance is an EPA-wide responsibility and a critical means for the Agency to advance justice and equity. To accomplish this, EPA will communicate requirements and expectations to agency staff through education, training, outreach, and technical assistance. ^ This training will enhance civil rights enforcement awareness and ability to integrate environmental justice considerations, strengthen intra-Agency collaboration, and help the agency identify whether recipient programs and activities are abiding by civil rights laws or engaging in prohibited discrimination. EPA programs must reference and/or include applicable civil rights requirements in non-civil rights guidance documents, such as in program strategic plans and environmental policy directives. In addition, all EPA program and regional office staff must understand and appreciate the civil rights requirements that apply to federal agencies, including their responsibility to develop and implement program and region-specific limited English language assistance and disability access plans that apply to all of the public-facing activities of EPA program and regional offices.     _2d4e5018-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_48             [To be determined]        Enforcement Strengthen Civil Rights Enforcement in Communities with Environmental Justice Concerns _cdfd68b8-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 2.3  Communities with Environmental Justice Concerns    Strengthen enforcement of and compliance with civil rights laws to address the legacy of pollution in overburdened communities. ~ To address the legacy of pollution in overburdened communities that results from discriminatory actions, whether direct or indirect, intentional, or unintentional, EPA must use the full extent of its authority and resources to vigorously enforce federal civil rights laws. EPA is required to enforce federal civil rights laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin (including limited English proficiency), disability, gender, and age, in programs or activities that receive Agency financial assistance. To ensure EPA financial assistance is not being used in a manner that discriminates and subjects already overburdened communities to further harm, EPA must support and promote a robust and mature external civil rights compliance program for execution of EPA responsibilities and to provide a strong partner to its environmental justice program. As stated earlier, robust enforcement of civil rights law coupled with EPA’s environmental justice efforts provides EPA with the strongest ability to address disparities.  LTPG 2.3.1 Compliance Reviews Number _2d4e64fe-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_49      By September 30, 2026, initiate 45 proactive post-award civil rights compliance reviews to address discrimination issues in environmentally overburdened and underserved communities.  Status Inititated 45  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.3.2 Audits Number _2d4e842a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_50      By September 30, 2026, complete 305 audits to ensure EPA financial assistance recipients are complying with nondiscrimination program procedural requirements.  Status Completed 305  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 2.3.3 Sessions & Events Number _2d4e8ede-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_51      By September 30, 2026, complete 84 information sharing sessions and outreach and technical assistance events with overburdened and underserved communities and environmental justice advocacy groups on civil rights and environmental justice issues.  Status Completed 84  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Discrimination & Injustice Dismantle discriminatory barriers and systematic injustice with respect to the federal programs and statutes EPA implements. _539044b4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.3.1       The classifications protected by federal civil rights laws encompass most of the underserved and overburdened communities that have been exposed to a disproportionate level of harmful environmental, quality of life, and health impacts from pollution sources. Federal laws authorize agencies such as EPA to enact rules, regulations, or orders to achieve the laws’ objectives. EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation prohibits recipients of EPA financial assistance from taking actions in their programs or activities that are intentionally discriminatory and/or have a discriminatory effect. It is EPA’s inherent mission and legal mandate to dismantle discriminatory barriers and systematic injustice with respect to the federal programs and statutes it implements — and the Agency must have a more robust and effective civil rights compliance program to ensure achievement of this mandate.      _2d4ea072-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_52             [To be determined]        Mission & Initiatives Revitalize our external civil rights mission and launch a significant number of critical initiatives that will directly impact overburdened communities. _53904946-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 2.3.2  Overburdened Communities     EPA has begun revitalizing its external civil rights mission and will launch a significant number of critical initiatives that will directly impact overburdened communities. The external civil rights compliance program will strengthen enforcement of civil rights laws by increasing: the number of affirmative compliance reviews targeting critical environmental health and quality of life impacts in overburdened communities; the number of outreach, information sharing, and technical assistance sessions provided to improve implementation; and timeliness and effectiveness of complaint investigations and resolutions.      _2d4eb788-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_53             [To be determined]        Environmental Laws Enforce Environmental Laws and Ensure Compliance _cdfd6a3e-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 3       Improve compliance with the nation’s environmental laws and hold violators accountable. Introduction A robust compliance monitoring and enforcement program is necessary to ensure communities get the environmental and human health benefits intended by environmental statutes and EPA’s regulations. EPA regulates more than 1.2 million facilities adhering to a variety of environmental statutes that protect human health and the environment. Likewise, EPA regulates a wide range of products including automobiles and pesticides. EPA, Tribes, states, and territories work cooperatively to achieve compliance, with delegated or authorized states conducting most enforcement activities across the country. EPA collaborates with Tribes in Indian country, by both directly implementing compliance monitoring and enforcement programs and through oversight of programs implemented by Tribes. ^ EPA will collaborate with Tribes, states, and territories to focus federal enforcement resources on the most serious environmental problems where noncompliance with environmental statutes and regulations is a significant contributing factor and where federal enforcement can have a significant impact on the nation’s air, water, and land. In addition to EPA’s other core work, this will include targeting and screening to prioritize inspections in communities facing substantial burdens from environmental noncompliance. EPA will continue to identify a small number of key areas, called National Compliance Initiatives, where focused EPA attention will be especially value-added. EPA will seek to increase inspections, prioritize enforcement cases, identify remedies with tangible benefits for impacted communities, and increase engagement with communities about enforcement cases. EPA will continue to initiate enforcement actions to protect against children’s health hazards in areas such as exposure to lead paint, the presence of lead and other contaminants in drinking water, and particulate air emissions that aggravate asthma. ^ The Agency will address climate change by directing resources to ensure effective enforcement responses for those sources with noncompliant emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) and develop remedies that are consistent with GHG mitigation and climate resilience. In addition, EPA will enforce against the illegal import, distribution and use within the United States of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which are chemicals with potent global warming potential, and pursue violators of the Renewable Fuel Standard.  Accountability Hold Environmental Violators and Responsible Parties Accountable _cdfd6b6a-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 3.1       Use vigorous and targeted civil and criminal enforcement to ensure accountability for violations and to clean up contamination. ~ Enforcement is essential to ensuring that everyone is protected by the nation’s environmental laws and regulations. EPA strives to not only return violators to compliance but also to obtain the relief needed to address the underlying causes of the violations, to prevent reoccurrence and, in appropriate cases, mitigate the harm to the communities impacted by noncompliance.  LTPG 3.1.1 Open Cases Number _2d4ebf8a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_54      By September 30, 2026, reduce to not more than 93 the number of open civil judicial cases more than 2.5 years old without a complaint filed.  Status Reduced 93  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Enforcement Take Timely Enforcement Action _53904e64-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.1.1       Timely enforcement is effective enforcement. EPA has set a long-term performance goal that reflects the commitment of the enforcement program to address noncompliance as expeditiously as possible. For example, one area of focus has been to reduce the number of Referred No Complaint Filed (RNCF) cases; namely, the number of open civil judicial cases that EPA referred to the Department of Justice (DOJ) more than 2.5 years ago and a complaint has not been filed. ^ Complex cases often take longer to resolve; some of EPA’s enforcement cases involve national companies with multiple facilities across the country. Many cases also involve extremely complex facilities that must comply with multiple federal statutes based on the nature of their operations. Municipal cases often involve multiple neighboring communities with varying economic means who share a failing sewer or drinking water system and who must agree together on injunctive relief that is a very significant expense for the defendants. These types of cases, justifiably, often take a long time to resolve. During the time it takes to achieve case resolutions, EPA will endeavor to provide early injunctive relief and monitoring, where appropriate, and will increase communication to affected communities about the progress of enforcement efforts. ^ Since implementation of the RNCF measure in 2018, EPA has been steadily resolving older referred cases, primarily through settlement. Through timely resolution of environmental violations EPA can address both the public health concerns of overburdened, disproportionately affected communities and the emissions of GHGs or other compounds that contribute to or exacerbate the effects of climate change.     _2d4ed0ec-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_55             [To be determined]        Settlements Using All Appropriate Injunctive Relief Tools in Civil Enforcement Settlements _5390530a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.1.2       EPA is committed to using the full array of policy and legal tools available to ensure that environmental laws and the policies to implement them deliver benefits to all individuals and communities. In determining the most appropriate resolution for a particular matter, EPA will first consider which compliance tools will be effective to promptly ensure the regulated party returns to and remains in compliance. Tools like Advanced Monitoring, Audits and Independent Third-party Verification, Electronic Reporting, and Increased Transparency of Compliance Data can help provide information in a more readily available format to members of the public, who can assist in monitoring compliance. Many tools also benefit the settling party. For example, third party verification helps the facility identify future non-compliance early, allowing for a quick response to remedy the problem; and electronic reporting provides a more transparent demonstration of compliance, which may help the settling party’s relationship with its neighboring community. When appropriate, an Alternative Dispute Resolution process is used to reach a solution that meets the needs of both EPA and the settling party.     _2d4ef0d6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_56             [To be determined]        Environmental Justice Strengthen Environmental Justice Through a Robust Enforcement Program _539057c4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.1.3       EPA will continue to rely on mapping and screening tools, including EJSCREEN, in combination with local knowledge to help identify overburdened communities that may be disproportionally impacted by pollution. EPA will focus on strengthening enforcement and resolving environmental noncompliance through remedies with tangible benefits for the impacted community, including: • Preventing further pollution due to noncompliance, mitigating past impacts from pollution, and securing penalties to recapture economic benefit of noncompliance and deter future violations. • Seeking early and innovative relief (e.g., fenceline monitoring and transparency tools). • Incorporating Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs) in settlements, where appropriate and to the extent permitted by law and policy. • Seeking restitution for victims of environmental crimes. ^ The Agency uses its statutory authorities under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or Superfund) and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) to protect overburdened communities by requiring responsible parties to take early and expedited cleanup actions, developing more robust enforcement instruments, ensuring the oversight of those enforcement instruments, and building trust and capacity through community engagement. Superfund enforcement efforts maximize Potentially Responsible Parties’ (PRP) involvement at Superfund sites, ensuring that viable, liable PRPs clean up sites, rather than taxpayers, and by recovering costs if the EPA expends Superfund-appropriated dollars to clean up sites. ^ In addition, EPA will strengthen tools for the detection of environmental crimes in overburdened communities, improve outreach to the victims of such crimes, and ensure that investigations are structured to provide maximum assistance to DOJ in its exercise of prosecutorial discretion and pursuit of remedies that will guarantee adequate protection for those communities.     _2d4efaea-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_57             [To be determined]        Climate Change Tackle Climate Change Through Enforcement _53905ca6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.1.4       To advance Agency efforts to tackle the climate crisis and mitigate GHG emissions, EPA will target violators of the American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act, the Renewable Fuel Standard, and regulations that apply to oil and gas sources and landfills. EPA will make effective use of civil judicial litigation and, if appropriate, administrative orders to achieve suitable remedies. EPA also will include climate change adaptation measures, flare efficiency and flare gas recovery requirements, and clean renewable energy projects in case resolutions as appropriate. Case teams will assess climate vulnerabilities and ensure that the injunctive relief measures implemented to resolve environmental violations are resilient to the impacts of climate change. EPA will vigorously enforce its regulations to prevent and deter illegal importation of HFCs.     _2d4f0dbe-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_58             [To be determined]        Violations & Compliance Detect Violations and Promote Compliance _cdfd6cb4-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 3.2       Ensure high levels of compliance with federal environmental laws and regulations through effective compliance tools – including inspections, other monitoring activities, and technical assistance supported by evidence and advanced technologies. ~ Effective targeting of compliance monitoring, including inspections in communities with environmental justice concerns, plays a critical role in achieving the goals EPA has set forth for protecting health and the environment. Achieving high rates of compliance with environmental laws and regulations requires the use of a wide range of compliance tools, including compliance monitoring. EPA and Tribal, state, and territorial co-regulators conduct inspections, investigations, and review of self-reported compliance monitoring information to determine if regulated entities are complying with environmental statutes as well as applicable regulations and permit conditions. These activities help identify conditions that may present imminent and substantial endangerment to human health and the environment and thereby warrant immediate response. EPA works with co-regulators to achieve the shared goals of considering environmental justice concerns in its enforcement and compliance work and timely returning violators to compliance with environmental laws. ^ Achieving high rates of compliance with environmental laws and regulations is aided by the use of other compliance tools, including technical assistance to the regulated community (e.g., Enforcement Alerts and Compliance Advisories), and sharing information with affected communities to help them monitor compliance.  LTPG 3.2.1 Timely Inspection Reports Percentage _2d4f2cae-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_59      By September 30, 2026, send 75% of EPA inspection reports to facilities within 70 days of inspection.  Status  75  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 3.2.2 Targeted Inspections Percentage _2d4f3668-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_60      By September 30, 2026, conduct 55% of annual EPA inspections at facilities that affect communities with potential environmental justice concerns.  Status Conducted 55  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Noncompliance Focus on critical areas of noncompliance. _53906246-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.2.1       Through its ongoing process of selecting National Compliance Initiatives in collaboration with Tribes, states, and territories, EPA will focus its work on critical areas of noncompliance. Recent examples include National Compliance Initiatives to address toxic Clean Air Act (CAA) and RCRA air emissions, improve drinking water compliance, reduce the rate of Clean Water Act (CWA) significant noncompliance, and reduce the number of chemical accidents. Notably, EPA is carrying out evidencebuilding activities to address priority questions related to drinking water systems out of compliance, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas. By proactively working with Tribes, states, and territories to identify areas of serious noncompliance and then bringing the right compliance and enforcement tools to bear, EPA will make the most effective use of its resources. ^ EPA’s Compliance Assistance Centers Program (CACP) and Local Government Environmental Assistance Network (LGEAN) also help to improve compliance with environmental laws and regulations, and EPA will continue to fund the CACP and LGEAN grants. ^ EPA will continue to promote innovative enforcement remedies that are based on reliable data or other robust evidence to substantiate their effectiveness, through the development of a compliance Learning Agenda. The Agency will identify the most pressing programmatic questions and create a venue for EPA, Tribes, states, and territories to collaborate in the development of evidence-based enforcement tools and techniques that will ensure the biggest impact on environmental compliance     _2d4f4888-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_61             [To be determined]        Inspection Reports Produce Timely Inspection Reports  _5390671e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.2.2       EPA has set a long-term performance goal to reduce the time from when EPA conducts an on-site inspection to the time that EPA provides the facility with a completed inspection report notifying it of any potential compliance issues. Improving the timeliness of these activities allows the facility to address compliance issues more quickly, which would directly benefit the communities affected by the environmental and human health impacts of the alleged violations. EPA balances the desire for fast action against the fundamental need to ensure quality inspections. Thus, where inspections are extremely complex and multi-faceted, more time for the completion of the inspection report may be needed.      _2d4f5e22-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_62             [To be determined]        Compliance Focus Compliance Assurance Activities on Communities, Especially Those with Environmental Justice Concerns _53906c00-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.2.3  Communities Especially Those with Environmental Justice Concerns    EPA has set a long-term performance goal to increase the percentage of inspections at facilities affecting overburdened communities. Communities that are already burdened with high pollution levels are more vulnerable to the harmful effects of permit violations and are a high priority for inspections and compliance review. These efforts will advance the detection and resolution of noncompliance activities in communities with environmental justice concerns. ^ EPA also will provide greater public access to compliance data to help communities better understand and manage risks. The Agency will increase engagement with communities so that communities and EPA can share resources and work together to improve compliance. EPA is also continuing to expand its Compliance Advisor Program (formerly known as the Circuit Rider Program) to help small drinking water and wastewater systems – many in communities with environmental justice concerns – to return to, and maintain, compliance. EPA has found that many such systems are unable to maintain compliance due to lack of technical, managerial, and financial capacity as well as aging infrastructure, workforce shortages, and declining rate bases. Part trainer and part consultant, compliance advisors troubleshoot issues, develop plans to return systems to compliance, and increase the technical capacity of operators. EPA will continue work to ensure that funded activities increase systems’ capacity, including those in vulnerable communities and Indian country.     _2d4f664c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_63             [To be determined]        Data & Enforcement Improve Compliance Assurance Data Management and Enforcement Targeting Capabilities _53907128-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.2.4       Effective compliance monitoring and enforcement increasingly depends on effective use of data management and data science capabilities. EPA will improve its collection and management of compliance monitoring information through modernization of existing data systems and creation of new tools to streamline the compliance monitoring process. ^ EPA will modernize its key compliance information system, the Integrated Compliance Information System (ICIS), and will support better integration with the Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) website. Improvements to ICIS and ECHO will facilitate better access to compliance data and community information (e.g., from EPA’s EJSCREEN tool) for the Agency, Tribes, states, and the public. This will enhance EPA’s efforts to address compliance concerns in underserved communities and help EPA and authorized Tribes and states ensure better compliance with clean air and clean water requirements. ^ EPA will also continue to expand software solutions for field inspectors to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of compliance inspections conducted by the Agency and authorized states. EPA’s Smart Mobile Tools for Inspectors software streamlines the process of documenting field inspections and preparing reports on their results. This software will allow EPA, Tribes, and states to use their compliance monitoring resources more efficiently, including monitoring for noncompliance, which affects underserved communities, or which may have climate impacts. ICIS Modernization and Smart Mobile Tools for Inspectors are two of the key efforts under the Agency’s E-Enterprise for the Environment program.     _2d4f775e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_64             [To be determined]        Climate Change Tackle Climate Change Through Compliance Assurance _5390763c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 3.2.5       EPA will advance its efforts to address climate change mitigation and adaptation issues through targeting, monitoring, and technical assistance. For example, EPA will direct monitoring and targeting efforts to sources with the most potential for noncompliant emissions of GHGs and other compounds that contribute to or exacerbate climate change, such as oil and gas wells that are a large source of methane emissions. In addition, EPA’s compliance advisors for sustainable water systems will continue to provide technical assistance on climate resilience to wastewater and drinking water facilities. Further, EPA will vigorously enforce its regulations to prevent and deter the illegal importation of HFCs.     _2d4f8c6c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_65             [To be determined]        Air Ensure Clean and Healthy Air for All Communities _cdfd6dea-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 4       All people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income deserve to breathe clean air outdoors and indoors, and it is especially important that the health of vulnerable and sensitive populations, such as children and persons adversely affected by persistent poverty or inequality, be protected. Levels of pollutants linked to health impacts continue to decline as the economy has grown significantly over the long term. Between 1970 and 2020, the combined emissions of six key pollutants dropped by 78 percent, while the U.S. economy remained strong — growing 272 percent over the same time. EPA will continue to build on this progress and work to assure clean air for all Americans, with a particular focus on those in underserved and overburdened communities, who are impacted disproportionately. ^ Numerous scientific studies have linked air pollution and specific pollutants to a variety of health problems and environmental impacts. Long-term exposure to elevated levels of certain air pollutants is associated with increased risk of cancer, premature mortality, and damage to the immune, neurological, reproductive, cardiovascular, and respiratory systems. Over the next four years, EPA will work to ensure clean and healthy air for communities by reducing emissions of ozone-forming pollutants, particulate matter, and air toxics. EPA will also work to address high-risk indoor air quality pollutants in homes, schools, and workplaces. EPA will rely on proven approaches including regulatory tools, innovative market-based techniques, public and private-sector partnerships, community-based approaches, technical assistance programs that promote environmental stewardship, and programs that encourage adoption of cost-effective technologies and practices.  Quality, Pollution & Health Improve Air Quality and Reduce Localized Pollution and Health Impacts _cdfd6f2a-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 4.1       Reduce air pollution on local, regional, and national scales to achieve healthy air quality for people and the environment. ~ The United States is continuing to see strong improvement in air quality on the national level as the combined emissions reductions efforts by EPA and Tribal, state, and local air agencies have proven to be very effective. Between 1970 and 2020, the combined emissions of the six common National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutants (particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10), sulfur dioxide (SO2), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), carbon monoxide (CO), and lead (Pb)) dropped by 78 percent. Also, the number of days each year reaching the “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” level or above on the Air Quality Index has continued to trend downward since 2000. ^ Despite this national record of success, air quality disparities due to disproportionate pollution impacts exist in multiple areas across the country. Approximately 97 million Americans lived in counties with air quality concentrations above the level of one or more NAAQS in 2020. Studies show substantial disparities exist in PM2.5-related risk between groups. Nonwhites, particularly blacks, are at increased risk for PM2.5-related health effects, in part due to disparities in exposure.  One study estimated people of color were exposed to 25 percent higher PM2.5 (as compared to the rest of the population) in 2014 from domestic anthropogenic sources.  Neighborhoods with the highest poverty rates had 14 percent higher PM2.5 levels in 2016 compared with neighborhoods with the lowest poverty rates. Multiple areas are disproportionately impacted by local sources emitting air toxics, and the scientific understanding of health risks related to exposure to air toxics continues to emerge. ^ All people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income deserve to breathe clean air, and it is especially important that the nation’s laws protect the health of vulnerable and sensitive populations, such as children and those with preexisting respiratory conditions. Over the next four years, EPA will work collaboratively with air agencies to maintain and improve the nation’s air quality. EPA will particularly focus on advancing environmental justice by engaging with communities on key activities including technical assistance, regulation development, and financial assistance.  LTPG 4.1.1 Electric Generation NOx Tons _2d4f94dc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_66      By September 30, 2026, reduce ozone season emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from electric power generation sources by 21% from the 2019 baseline of 390,354 tons.  Status Reduced 308376.5  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 390350  2019-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 4.1.2 Air Quality Improvement Percentage _2d4fa7a6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_67      By September 30, 2026, improve measured air quality in counties not meeting the current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) from the 2016 baseline by 10%.  Status Improved 10  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2016-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 4.1.3 Low SES Area Air Quality Compliance  _2d4fbf84-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_68      By September 30, 2026, strive to ensure all people with low socio-economic status (SES) live in areas where the air quality meets the current fine particle pollution (PM2.5) National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  Status All Areas Comply  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 4.1.4 HCFCs Consumption Tons _2d4fc826-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_69      By September 30, 2026, ensure U.S. consumption of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) is less than 76.2 tons per year of ozone depletion potential.  Status  76.2  2026-09-30  Unspecified   Baseline  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   NAAQS Periodically review the NAAQS. _53907b1e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.1       Taking into account the most current research on health effects and changing conditions from a warming climate, EPA will continue to periodically review the NAAQS. The Agency will reconsider the December 2020 decision to retain the PM NAAQS because available scientific evidence and technical information indicate that the current standards may not be adequate to protect public health and welfare, as required by the Clean Air Act.  In reviewing the NAAQS, the Agency will assess whether the current standards provide adequate protection for the people most at-risk, including people with heart or lung disease, children and older adults, and nonwhite populations.      _2d4fdcd0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_70             [To be determined]        Environmental Justice Evaluate environmental justice considerations. _5390806e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.2       The Agency will focus on evaluating environmental justice considerations related to the NAAQS during review and implementation. EPA will continue to work closely with air agencies to ensure that they are working to improve air quality in areas that do not meet the NAAQS, including the 2010 SO2 NAAQS, the 2012 PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS, and the 2008 and 2015 Ozone NAAQS. EPA will also continue to work closely with air agencies on the regional haze program to improve visibility in the larger national parks and wilderness areas.     _2d4ff7b0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_71             [To be determined]        Stationary Sources Develop emission reduction strategies and multipollutant regulations governing air emissions from stationary sources. _5390989c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.3  Electric Utilities      Industrial Boiler Operators     Stationary fuel combustion sources, such as electric utilities and industrial boilers, continue to represent a significant proportion of the nation’s emissions inventory. In meeting statutory and legal requirements to regulate stationary sources, EPA will maximize public health benefits and make environmental justice and community outreach central in these rulemaking efforts. EPA will lead the development of comprehensive and cost-effective emission reduction strategies and multipollutant regulations governing air emissions from stationary sources, including technology and health-based standards and voluntary or non-regulatory initiatives.      _2d50007a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_72             [To be determined]        Programs Operate nationwide and multi-state programs addressing air pollutants from the power sector and other large stationary sources. _5390b4bc-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.4  States      Power Sector     EPA will continue to operate nationwide and multi-state programs, such as the Acid Rain Program and the Cross-State Air Pollution Rules, that address major global, national, and regional air pollutants from the power sector and other large stationary sources. These flexible, cost-effective, and environmentally effective air pollution control programs help reduce air toxics emissions, regional haze, and interstate pollution that interferes with the attainment and maintenance of the NAAQS.      _2d5011f0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_73             [To be determined]        Air Toxics Set and enforce technology-based air toxics emissions standards. _5390cb28-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.5       EPA will also continue to set and enforce technology-based air toxics emissions standards and, where appropriate, amend those standards to address residual risk and technology advancements. This includes revisiting aspects of the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards for power plants, as directed by Executive Order 13990: Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis. These regulations limit toxic air pollution from stationary sources, reducing pollution in communities and providing tools to help communities and other stakeholders meaningfully engage in the process. EPA will consider multipollutant impacts in the development and implementation of Maximum Achievable Control Technology standards and New Source Performance Standards, where appropriate. To address unacceptable risks that may remain after implementing national strategies, EPA works with air agencies to understand the risks at the local level, target problem areas, and tailor reduction strategies and approaches to the unique situations in those areas.     _2d50276c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_74             [To be determined]        Regulatory Process Promote early integration of environmental justice considerations in the regulatory process. _5390dbfe-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.6       EPA will promote early integration of environmental justice considerations in the regulatory process. For example, the Agency will develop new and enhanced applications of environmental justice analytics to inform how power sector rules can mitigate impacts on overburdened communities. This effort will include modeling of power sector emissions down to the county level as well as improved representation of fine particulate matter that includes toxic heavy metals.     _2d503086-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_75             [To be determined]        Data & Tools Make available technical data and tools to support air quality planning and environmental justice analyses. _5390f170-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.7       The Agency will continue to develop and make available the necessary technical data and tools to support air quality planning and environmental justice analyses. This includes critical information on emissions and ambient concentrations of air pollution, and associated data systems, such as AirNow, the Air Quality System, and the National Emissions Inventory. In addition, EPA will work with air agencies and, as appropriate, with other federal agencies to develop improved measurement methods (e.g., for woodsmoke, PM emissions, PFAS, and air toxics, such as ethylene oxide) and emissions data (e.g., for agricultural sources and for air toxics). To support air agencies, promote national consistency, and ensure information is publicly available, EPA will continue to operate, maintain, and upgrade as needed the State Planning Electronic Collaboration System (SPeCS), the Combined Air Emissions Reporting System (CAERS), and the Electronic Permit System (EPS). EPA will also test, evaluate, and refine draft tools for incorporating environmental justice considerations into EPA-issued permits and ensure opportunities for meaningful public involvement in the permit process.      _2d50424c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_76             [To be determined]        Engagement Prioritize engagement with low-income and marginalized communities. _53910796-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.8  Low-Income Communities      Marginalized Communities     EPA will work with air agencies and local communities to prioritize engagement with low-income and marginalized communities that for decades have been overburdened with air pollution and other environmental hazards. EPA will undertake air monitoring and other assessment approaches to address these long-neglected air quality and public health problems. The Agency will work to assess the current state of the nation’s monitoring network and pursue collaborative approaches to modernize the technologies, equipment, and network design used to measure air quality as well as enhance the quality and security of critical data collection, handling, and reporting from the network.      _2d505886-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_77             [To be determined]        Mobile Sources Collect and evaluate mobile source emission data. _53910ff2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.9       EPA will collect and evaluate mobile source emission data to help guide future program priorities related to reducing criteria pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions from light-duty cars and trucks, heavy-duty trucks and buses, nonroad engines and equipment, and from the fuels that power these engines. The Agency will develop the next round of multi-pollutant emission standards for light-duty and highway heavy-duty vehicles, which will improve air quality and reduce pollution near roads and other areas of high truck activity, such as warehouses and ports. EPA will also continue to work to ensure that Clean Air Act requirements are met for new transportation projects with heavy-duty diesel traffic, such that they do not worsen air quality near communities with environmental justice concerns. The Agency will address air quality concerns in these communities through implementing regulations, developing improved air quality models and mitigation measures, and collaborating with a broad range of stakeholders — including state air quality agencies and communities with environmental justice concerns — to develop targeted, sector-based, and place-based strategies for diesel fleets (including school buses, ports, and other goods movement facilities). EPA will support and oversee projects for the replacement of existing school buses with low- or zero-emission school buses funded under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which will be implemented in alignment with Justice40.     _2d5060e2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_78             [To be determined]        Air Toxics Strategy Identify and address existing, emerging, and future air toxics issues. _53911da8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.10       EPA will implement its Air Toxics Strategy to more effectively identify and address existing, emerging, and future air toxics issues in the U.S. Identifying air toxics issues and appropriate approaches for addressing them requires strong communication, coordination, and collaboration between EPA, regulatory partners, and stakeholders as well as sound technical information and analyses to support technical and policy solutions. EPA will assess risks to public health from exposure to air toxics such as ethylene oxide, chloroprene, and benzene from stationary sources. This will be done in support of upcoming regulatory and other program efforts, including for source categories with significant disproportionate impacts such as chemical manufacturing, to ensure that the air toxics rules appropriately protect public health, especially for neighboring communities. EPA will also improve delivery of information to the public on the status of air toxics pollution and potential exposure and risk levels through the Air Toxics Data Update. The Agency is developing an approach to provide annual emissions, air quality, and risk information nationally as well as how to best provide interim risk information to communities as needed.     _2d5071e0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_79             [To be determined]        Ozone Layer Protect and restore the stratospheric ozone layer. _539133ce-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.1.11       EPA is continuing to implement provisions of Title VI of the Clean Air Act Amendments and the Montreal Protocol, to protect and restore the stratospheric ozone layer by reducing the use, emissions, import, and production of ozone-depleting substances in the United States. By 2022, U.S. consumption of hydrochlorofluorocarbons, chemicals that deplete the Earth’s protective ozone layer, will be less than 76.2 tons per year of ozone depletion potential from the 2015-2019 target of 1,520 tons per year. EPA will continue to use regulatory approaches to reduce the production import, use, and production of ozone-depleting substances, including reviewing and listing alternatives that are safer for the ozone layer.     _2d508810-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_80             [To be determined]        Radiation & Indoor Air Reduce Exposure to Radiation and Improve Indoor Air _cdfd7088-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 4.2       Limit unnecessary radiation exposure and achieve healthier indoor air quality, especially for vulnerable populations. ~ To improve indoor air and reduce exposure to radiation, EPA leads programs that educate the public about radiation and indoor air quality concerns, including radon, asthma triggers, and poor ventilation. These programs promote public action to reduce potential risks in homes, schools, and workplaces. Included among the people most exposed to indoor air pollutants are those most susceptible to the effects—the young, the elderly, and the chronically ill. Recognizing the potential hazards of radiation, Congress charged EPA with the primary responsibility for protecting people and the environment from harmful and avoidable exposures. ^ Because Americans spend most of their time indoors, where pollutant levels are often significantly higher than outdoors, poor indoor air is a major health concern. For example, radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer, responsible for 21,000 lung cancer deaths annually. Nationally, one in 15 homes is estimated to have elevated radon levels. In many communities, this ratio is much higher. Low-income families often lack resources to test for and mitigate radon in their homes. As another example, nearly 24 million Americans have asthma. Low-income communities of color suffer disproportionately from asthma and substandard housing and lack of access to care underlie this disparity. Indoor allergens and irritants play a significant role in making asthma worse and triggering asthma attacks. The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted the importance of healthy indoor air quality and ventilation in homes, schools, and other buildings. ^ To address these and other hazardous indoor air pollutants, EPA collaborates with Tribal and state organizations; environmental and public health officials; housing, energy, and building organizations; personnel who manage school environments; and health care providers who treat children prone to or suffering disproportionately from asthma. The focus of these non-regulatory efforts is to create, expand, and leverage policy, systems, and individual action to promote healthy indoor environments and reduce exposure to harmful indoor air pollutants.  LTPG 4.2.1 Lung Cancer Deaths Prevented Number _2d5090f8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_81      By September 30, 2026, prevent 2,250 lung cancer deaths annually through lower radon exposure as compared to the FY 2020 baseline of 1,684 prevented lung cancer deaths.   Status  2250  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 1684  2020-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Indoor Air Address the need for healthier indoor air. _53913bda-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.1       The COVID-19 pandemic, along with increased prevalence of wildfires and other natural disasters that impact indoor air, generated unprecedented awareness and demand for healthier indoor air in homes, schools, and other buildings. EPA will work to restore, leverage, and scale up programs to reduce exposures to radon through home testing and mitigation, promote in-home asthma management, improve air quality in homes and schools, and build capacity for Tribes, states, and communities with environmental justice concerns to comprehensively address indoor air risks.      _2d50a28c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_82             [To be determined]        Radon Eliminate avoidable radon-induced lung cancer in the United States. _53914a08-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.2       EPA estimates that there are 12,000 avoidable lung cancer deaths annually attributable to indoor radon exposure. To reduce this high public health risk, EPA will co-lead the National Radon Action Plan (NRAP), a multisector public-private coalition committed to eliminating avoidable radon-induced lung cancer in the United States and addressing radon as a health equity challenge. It is estimated there are more than seven million homes in the U.S. at or above the EPA radon action level. EPA will continue to provide State Indoor Radon Grant funding, and technical assistance to Tribes and states, with a focus on increasing access to testing and mitigation in underserved communities.      _2d50b9d4-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_83             [To be determined]        Asthma Support state Medicaid programs and private health plans to pay for in-home asthma interventions. _539160d8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.3  Asthma Sufferers      State Medicaid Programs      Private Health Plans      Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)      Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)       Low-Income People      Communities of Color      Public Health Organizations      Public Housing Organizations      Community Health Workers     In-home asthma management is a critical component of asthma care, particularly in low-income populations. EPA, in partnership with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the Federal Asthma Disparities Action Plan, is supporting state Medicaid programs and private health plans to pay for in-home asthma interventions through reimbursement mechanisms. In addition, EPA is working to reduce asthma disparities for low-income people and communities of color by supporting public health and housing organizations to train and deploy community health workers to deliver in-home asthma interventions and care.      _2d50c294-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_84             [To be determined]        Indoor Air Quality Reduce indoor air quality risks in schools _53916948-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.4  Schools      Federal Partners in School Health      Department of Education      CDC     EPA will continue to reduce indoor air quality risks in schools through the Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools program, with a focus on technical assistance, training, assessments, and implementation support for in-need communities. EPA will expand technical assistance to advance best indoor air quality practices through ventilation improvements, operation and preventive maintenance, and appropriate sanitation in school and childcare buildings. EPA will also expand federal coordination and collaboration through the Federal Partners in School Health, a multi-agency collaboration led by the Department of Education, CDC, and EPA.     _2d50d478-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_85             [To be determined]        New Homes Update the Indoor airPLUS new home construction specifications. _5391782a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.5  Homebuilders      Weatherization Programs      Energy Efficiency Programs      Federal Agencies      State Agencies      Local Agencies       Tribes     EPA will update the Indoor airPLUS new home construction specifications and expand the program to address indoor air quality (IAQ) protections during home renovations and upgrades. EPA will work with federal, state, and local weatherization and energy efficiency programs to incorporate IAQ protective practices through the Energy Savings Plus Health suite of guidances and tools. EPA will provide technical assistance and other support to Tribes through the Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center and tools to build local expertise and indoor air quality capacity among Tribal air quality professionals to help reduce exposure to harmful indoor air pollutants, including through radon testing and mitigation technologies.      _2d50ebfc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_86             [To be determined]        Radiation Update the Federal Radiation Protection Guidance. _53918ea0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.6       EPA will review and update the Federal Radiation Protection Guidance, currently based on protecting an adult male, to include protection for all members of the U.S. population, with particular emphasis on the most vulnerable. These updates will address considerations for all ages, genders, and the increased sensitivity of pregnant individuals and children to radiation exposure. EPA will provide clear, accurate, and accessible risk communications products that allow individuals and communities to make informed decisions about reducing radiation exposure.      _2d50f638-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_87             [To be determined]        Capabilities & Equipment Maintain personnel expertise, capabilities, and equipment readiness of the radiological emergency response program. _53919756-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 4.2.7       EPA will maintain personnel expertise, capabilities, and equipment readiness of the radiological emergency response program under the National Response Framework and the National Contingency Plan, including the Agency’s Radiological Emergency Response Team. EPA will provide oversight of the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), including review of the Department of Energy plans for additional waste panels and surplus plutonium disposal, to ensure safe, long-term disposal of radioactive waste and the continued cleanup of nuclear weapons program legacy sites. EPA will also meet its Clean Air Act obligation to control radionuclide emissions by updating and bolstering inspector training programs and guidance to ensure a sustainable level of expertise.     _2d5107b8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_88             [To be determined]        Water Ensure Clean and Safe Water for All Communities _cdfd71fa-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 5       Provide clean and safe water for all communities and protect our nation’s waterbodies ~ Clean and safe water is a vital resource that is essential to the protection of human health. Without clean water, communities and economies cannot thrive. EPA is committed to ensuring clean and safe water for all, especially for vulnerable communities of color, underserved communities, and Tribal communities. EPA has made significant progress in protecting water resources since the enactment of the Clean Water Act (CWA); Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA); and Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act. As a result, most communities enjoy and depend upon reliable sources of clean and safe water. Many formerly impaired waters have been restored and now support recreational and public health uses. Still, the nation faces significant challenges, including water equity and affordability, aging infrastructure, legacy lead pipes, nutrient pollution, per- and polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) contamination, cybersecurity threats, and the climate crisis. ^ Many communities need upgrades in both drinking water and wastewater infrastructure as well as greater capacity to comply with new and existing risks and standards. Tens of thousands of homes, primarily in Tribal communities and underserved communities and territories, lack access to basic sanitation and drinking water. EPA is committed to prioritizing equity, environmental justice, and the lived experience of those most impacted by water pollution in the Agency’s policy and regulatory development. Climate change compounds these problems. For example, warmer temperatures are exacerbating harmful algal blooms in freshwater lakes and storms of increasing intensity are further stressing aging infrastructure. These challenges highlight the need to work with EPA’s partners to evaluate options and implement programs for protecting and improving the resilience of both built and natural infrastructure. ^ Over the next four years, EPA will work to protect and improve the quality of groundwater, surface waters, and drinking water. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law directs significant investments in the health, equity, and resilience of American communities. With unprecedented funding to support upgrades to our aging national infrastructure, and in alignment with Justice40, EPA will improve people’s health and safety, help create good paying jobs, and increase climate resilience throughout the country. ^ EPA is committed to strengthening collaborative problem-solving with federal agencies, Tribal, state, and local governments, communities, and nongovernmental partners; advancing science; completing key rulemakings (e.g., Lead and Copper Rule Revisions, definition of “waters of the United States,” Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification); protecting underground sources of drinking water; providing technical assistance; improving data accessibility and risk communication; facilitating innovative program action; and using its authority to help protect the health of all people and the nation’s waterbodies. EPA will ensure that science is respected, elevated, and prioritized in all decisions and is released to the public in a timely and transparent manner. EPA will also address a critical public health issue by working with states and water utilities to remove lead service lines that contribute to high lead levels in drinking water. EPA will help utilities identify their lead service lines and work with federal and state funding authorities to help utilities remove the lines.  Infrastructure & Drinking Water Ensure Safe Drinking Water and Reliable Water Infrastructure _cdfd738a-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 5.1       Protect public health from the risk of exposure to regulated and emerging contaminants in drinking and source waters by improving the reliability, accessibility, and resilience of the nation’s water infrastructure to reduce the impacts of climate change, structural deterioration, and cyber threats. ~ The United States enjoys one of the world's most reliable and safest supplies of drinking water. More than 93 percent of the population receives safe drinking water from approximately 50,000 community water systems. Similarly, the use of sewage collection systems has provided dramatic improvements in public health. Today, approximately 15,000 municipal wastewater treatment facilities operate nationwide, serving more than 76 percent of the population. ^ Some communities across the country, however, face the challenge of aging or inadequate drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure. Many marginalized, underserved, or Tribal communities lack crucial access to clean and safe water and are the most vulnerable to exposure to contaminants such as lead and PFAS. The COVID-19 pandemic, cyber-attacks, and climate change have compounded these challenges and heightened the urgency to reinvest in water infrastructure (i.e., gray and green infrastructure, or natural systems such as wetlands). EPA is committed to investing in water infrastructure improvements to address these challenges so that all communities have access to clean and safe drinking water.  LTPG 5.1.1 Noncompliant Water Systems Number _2d511fdc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_89      By September 30, 2026, reduce the number of community water systems still in noncompliance with health-based standards since March 31, 2021 from 752 to 500.  Status   2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 752  2021-03-31  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 5.1.2 Noncompliant Indian Water Systems Number _2d5128d8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_90      By September 30, 2026, reduce the number of community water systems in Indian country still in noncompliance with health-based standards since March 31, 2021 from 110 to 70.  Status  70  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 110  2021-03-31  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 5.1.3 Non-Federal Funding for Water Infrastructure Billion Dollars _2d513b5c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_91      By September 30, 2026, leverage an additional $45 billion in non-federal dollars through EPA’s water infrastructure finance programs (CWSRF, DWSRF and WIFIA).  Status Leveraged 45  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 5.1.4 American Indian/Alaska Native Homes with Sanitation Number _2d51529a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_92      By September 30, 2026, in coordination with other federal agencies, provide access to basic sanitation for an additional 36,500 American Indian and Alaska Native homes.  Status Access Provided 36500  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 5.1.5 Communities Assisted with Drinking Water & Wastewater Number _2d515bbe-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_93      By September 30, 2026, provide 2,203 Tribal, small, rural, or underserved communities with technical, managerial, or financial assistance to improve operations of their drinking water or wastewater systems.  Status Assistance Provided 2203  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   APG 5.1.1 Communities Assisted with Water & Hazardous Substances Number _2d516e60-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_94      Clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of overburdened and underserved communities. By September 30, 2023, EPA will provide technical assistance to at least 10 communities to help achieve clean and safe water and reduced exposures to hazardous substances.  Status Assistance Provided 10  2023-09-30  [To be determined]     2023-09-30   Programs Deliver multiple benefits including improving public health and environmental protection while creating jobs, collaborating with community partners, and setting the stage for long-term economic development. _5391a624-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.1       EPA’s water infrastructure programs can deliver multiple benefits including improving public health and environmental protection while creating jobs, collaborating with community partners, and setting the stage for long-term economic development. EPA’s State Revolving Funds (SRFs) are invested in partnership with states.63 This federal investment is designed to be used in concert with other sources of funds to address water quality needs. EPA’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) is designed to assist public water systems in financing the costs of drinking water infrastructure improvements needed to achieve or maintain compliance with SDWA requirements, protect public health, and support state and local efforts to protect and provide drinking water. EPA works in close partnership with states to build on the federal investment to protect public health, safeguard valuable aquatic resources, and meet environmental standards benefiting hundreds of millions of people. Furthermore, the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan program provides low interest loans with flexible repayment options for qualified borrowers. With a small expenditure of federal funds, the WIFIA program creates powerful leverage resulting in significant funding for water infrastructure projects that protect public health and deliver environmental benefits while supporting local economies and creating jobs. Eligible public and private borrowers can finance a wide variety of wastewater, drinking water, water reuse, stormwater, and other water quality improvement capital projects with WIFIA loans. In addition, the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016 (WIIN) and America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 (AWIA) strengthened many existing programs within EPA while creating new programs to tackle significant public health concerns and environmental needs. They range from the creation of grant programs to promoting water workforce development. These programs are vital to protecting public health, growing the American economy, and ensuring that rural and urban communities from coast-to-coast can thrive.      _2d5187e2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_95             [To be determined]        Investments Ensure that infrastructure investments reach communities that need them the most. _5391bc68-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.2  Needy Communities      Low-Income Communities      People of Color      Tribal Communities      Smaller Communities      Rural Communities     Low-income, people of color, Tribal, smaller, and rural communities are disproportionately impacted by water related challenges and face historical hurdles in accessing water infrastructure funding. EPA will ensure that infrastructure investments reach communities that need them the most, which will be supported by work to implement the Justice40 initiative and advance racial equity and environmental justice for communities who too often have been left behind. EPA will support this effort by identifying and addressing barriers to support these communities (including how best to pursue SRF loans or grants for infrastructure funding); assisting and training state programs, Tribal water officials, and technical assistance providers to achieve and maintain compliance at water systems; developing best practices; and strengthening Tribal and state program capacity.     _2d51917e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_96             [To be determined]        Workforce Support water sector efforts to strengthen the workforce. _5391c6e0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.3  Water Sector     EPA also will support water sector efforts to strengthen the workforce by providing assistance to state agencies and external stakeholders and promoting the importance of water operators, who are critical to providing safe drinking water. EPA will ensure that the water sector is aware of threats posed by cyber-attacks and will provide resources and assistance to states and systems so they understand how to prepare for, identify, respond to, and recover from cyber-attacks. Work under this objective will support the FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goal to clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of overburdened and underserved communities. Under this Agency Priority Goal, EPA plans to engage with communities that are overburdened and underserved to provide technical assistance supporting community-identified needs addressing water and clean-up challenges.     _2d51a358-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_97             [To be determined]        Projects Identify and prioritize infrastructure projects supported by the BIL and in alignment with Justice40 to replace lead service lines and address PFAS contamination. _5391d590-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.4       Many water systems and communities are facing challenges with lead and PFAS. Some communities do not know where their lead service lines are located. Many system operators and communities are not familiar with emerging contaminants like PFAS with respect to decisions, for example, about the best treatment solutions or remediation options. EPA will work with states to identify and prioritize infrastructure projects supported by the BIL and in alignment with Justice40 to replace lead service lines and address PFAS contamination, particularly in small and underserved communities.      _2d51be7e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_98             [To be determined]        Lead Reduce drinking water lead exposure in underserved communities. _5391eca6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.5  Underserved Communities     EPA is taking multiple actions to reduce drinking water lead exposure in underserved communities that have been disproportionately impacted by this public health crisis. In 2021, EPA completed the review of the Lead and Copper Rule Revision under Executive Order 13990 and announced the development of a new regulation, Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI), to better protect communities form exposure to lead in drinking water. EPA is working with partners to test for lead in the drinking water of schools and childcare facilities and to provide resources for remediation. EPA is completing guidance documents to assist communities in identifying lead service lines, the most significant sources of lead in drinking water, to prioritize their replacement. EPA will provide training and technical assistance to drinking water service providers to protect children and households in impacted communities and will help providers improve outreach to drinking water consumers to take actions to reduce their lead exposure.      _2d51c78e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_99             [To be determined]        PFAS Contamination Coordinate and accelerate a whole-of-agency response to the PFAS contamination crisis and leverage partnerships with other federal agencies. _5391f5a2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.6       PFAS contamination is another urgent public health and environmental threat facing communities across the United States, with significant potential equity and environmental justice implications. EPA created a cross-agency Council on PFAS, staffed by senior policy and technical experts, to coordinate and accelerate a whole-of-agency response to this crisis and leverage partnerships with other federal agencies. The Council developed the PFAS Strategic Roadmap – laying out a whole-of-agency approach that maximizes the use of existing authorities and scientific capacity to research, restrict, and remediate PFAS. The roadmap sets timelines by which EPA plans to take specific actions and commits to bolder new policies to safeguard public health, protect the environment, and hold polluters accountable. As described in the Roadmap, EPA will publish a proposed PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation. EPA will also begin PFAS monitoring under the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule and conduct occurrence analyses in FY 2023 through 2025. In addition, EPA has determined that effluent limitation guidelines under the CWA should be developed to address PFAS in industrial wastewater discharged by the PFAS manufacturing and the metal finishing industries and is initiating rulemaking to do so. EPA is committed to lifting up the voices of all communities, particularly those who have suffered disproportionately from the impacts of PFAS; supporting those least able to access technical assistance, filtration, and other control and remediation solutions; and working together to address this complex environmental challenge. EPA will confront the issue of PFAS by fully leveraging the Agency’s authorities and working closely with federal, Tribal, state, and local partners.     _2d51d9cc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_100             [To be determined]        Health Risks Understand and communicate the potential health risks of individual and mixtures of contaminants. _5392048e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.7       While advances in science, sensor, and measurement technologies may improve EPA’s ability to identify additional contaminants in drinking and source waters, understanding and communicating the potential health risks of individual and mixtures of contaminants, especially those with little to no toxicity data, remains a challenge. A good example of this challenge is the detection in water of multiple PFAS, for which no toxicity data currently exists.     _2d51f236-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_101             [To be determined]        Health Effects Evaluate health effects information for drinking water contaminants. _53921b86-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.8       Understanding the potential risks of drinking water contaminants to the public remains a key priority for EPA. The Agency will continue to evaluate health effects information for drinking water contaminants to support SDWA activities. Considering those potentially most at risk — including sensitive populations and children at all life stages — is essential when developing health effects assessments for water contaminants. EPA will also update and develop new health advisories and benchmarks that can be used by federal and state partners, drinking water utilities, and others to better characterize the potential health risks associated with drinking water contaminants. To protect source waters such as lakes, reservoirs and rivers, EPA will continue to take an integrated approach to source water protection by leveraging CWA tools, particularly national-scale recommended ambient water quality criteria.      _2d51fce0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_102             [To be determined]        Questions & Evidence Carry out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to drinking water systems out of compliance. _539224a0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.1.9  Drinking Water Systems     In addition, EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to drinking water systems out of compliance, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas. EPA will gather existing reports and analyses on the quality of its drinking water compliance data to address priority questions on federal and state drinking water program policies, identify what additional data are needed, search for other sources of information, and identify ways to fill data gaps. With this data analysis, EPA will identify system characteristics that support compliance and those that cause compliance challenges and use the findings to inform and develop policy instruments that are more effective in increasing drinking water compliance.     _2d521018-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_103             [To be determined]        Waterbodies & Watersheds Protect and Restore Waterbodies and Watersheds _53923378-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 5.2       Address sources of water pollution and ensure water quality standards are protective of the health and needs of all people and ecosystems. ~ Clean and safe water is an essential resource that provides for healthy ecosystems, communities, and economies across the nation. Pollution and degradation of lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands endangers aquatic ecosystems, threatens the safety of drinking water, compromises water quality planning and flood protections, impacts commercial and recreation opportunities (e.g., fishing, hunting, kayaking, swimming), and reduces the natural benefits these resources provide to communities. EPA needs to protect these resources against threats such as climate change, drought, sea level rise, invasive species, plastics, and nutrient pollution. ^ EPA’s water programs will maintain, restore, and improve water quality and availability and ecosystem services. EPA is focused on its core mission to protect the nation’s waters and reiterates the principles of science, equity, environmental justice, and Tribal sovereignty as fundamental standards that should be woven throughout its programs.  LTPG 5.2.1 Additional Standards-Compliant Watersheds Square Miles _2d522990-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_104      By September 30, 2026, increase by 41,000 square miles the area of watersheds with surface water meeting standards that previously did not meet standards.  Status Increased 41000  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Programs Use a suite of programs to protect and improve water quality and ecosystem health in the nation’s watersheds—as well as estuarine, coastal, and ocean waters. _53924d5e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.1  Federal Agencies      Tribes      States      Territories      Local Governments      Non-Governmental Partners     EPA uses a suite of programs to protect and improve water quality and ecosystem health in the nation’s watersheds—as well as estuarine, coastal, and ocean waters. In partnership with other federal agencies, Tribes, states, territories, local governments, and a broad range of non-governmental partners, EPA recognizes the disproportionate impact of pollution and climate stress on communities with environmental justice concerns and Tribal treaty rights and will work collaboratively with public and private sector stakeholders nationally and locally to establish innovative, location-based programs to achieve the Agency’s goals. EPA water programs will:     _2d5233fe-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_105             [To be determined]        Monitoring & Assessments Conduct monitoring and assessments. _53925628-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.1            _2d524632-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_106             [To be determined]        Internet of Water Collect and share data following Internet of Water principles, which will help connect water data to inform policy and community decision making. _539265dc-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.2            _2d525f0a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_107             [To be determined]        Recreational Waters Improve tools for early and rapid detection of harmful algal blooms and pathogens in recreational waters. _53927fe0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.3  Boaters      Anglers      Swimmers          _2d5268e2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_108             [To be determined]        Species & Habitat Ensure the protection of ecosystems, endangered and threatened species, and designated critical habitat by continuing to consult on discretionary federal actions with National Marine Fisheries Service and Fish and Wildlife Service (the Services) under the Endangered Species Act. _53928954-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.4  National Marine Fisheries Service      Fish and Wildlife Service          _2d527df0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_109             [To be determined]        Regulations Review and update regulations. _53929890-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.5       Review and update regulations, such as: * Work with the Department of the Army to revise the definition of “waters of the United States”. This process anticipates completing and implementing two rulemakings: a foundational rule to restore longstanding protections, and an anticipated second rule that builds on that regulatory foundation. * Reconsider and revise the 2020 CWA Section 401 Certification Rule, which provides states and authorized Tribes an important tool to help protect the water quality of federally regulated waters within their borders. * Produce effluent limitation guidelines for chemical manufacturers and metal finishing companies to address PFAS, for steam electric power generators to address toxics and other pollutants, and for meat and poultry products to address nutrient discharges. * Evaluate state-specific rules that arise based on an EPA review of changes to state Water Quality Standards (WQS). * Review rules related to improving CWA protections on Tribal reservations and considering Tribal treaty rights when acting on state WQS that impact those rights.     _2d529510-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_110             [To be determined]        Aquifers Augment water supplies by safe reuse practices and stormwater capture to recharge aquifers. _5392af7e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.6            _2d529efc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_111             [To be determined]        Green Infrastructure Develop climate-related tools and technical assistance and support green infrastructure and nature-based solutions to protect and improve water quality and habitat, while also providing climate mitigation and adaptation benefits. _5392b884-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.7            _2d52b1e4-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_112             [To be determined]        Impaired Waters Identify impaired waters. _5392c7ca-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.8            _2d52ca80-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_113             [To be determined]        Water Quality Plans Develop water quality plans to restore and protect waters and wetlands, including total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) and protection approaches. _5392e00c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.9            _2d52d49e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_114             [To be determined]        WQS Update WQS. _5392e930-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.10            _2d52e916-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_115             [To be determined]        Pollution Reduction Establish pollution reduction targets. _5393073a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.11            _2d5302ac-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_116             [To be determined]        Oceans Issue and enforce discharge and ocean disposal permits. _539319b4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.12            _2d530f86-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_117             [To be determined]        Coasts & Estuaries Implement coastal and estuarine programs to reduce coastal wetland loss, adapt to sea level rise, protect coral reefs, and address other coastal hazards. _53932238-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.13            _2d5328c2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_118             [To be determined]        Nonpoint Pollution Implement programs to prevent or reduce nonpoint source pollution, including nutrients and plastic pollution. _53932dfa-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.14            _2d534b04-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_119             [To be determined]        Geographic Partnerships Use geographic partnership programs to implement consensus-based actions that address critical issues such as climate resiliency and water equity in watersheds and communities. _53933dcc-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Tactic 5.2.1.15            _2d5357c0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_120             [To be determined]        Water Quality & Wetlands Restore water quality and wetlands. _539344e8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.2  Low-Income Communities      Underserved Communities     EPA understands that the benefits of clean, safe water are not shared equally by all communities and ecosystems. Moving forward, EPA will work with its partners to protect and restore water quality and wetlands, especially in low-income and underserved communities. To address water quality challenges, EPA will apply the fundamental building blocks of the CWA, including the development and implementation of TMDLs for CWA Section 303(d) listed impaired waterbodies, development of technology-based and water-quality based standards, and the implementation of permit programs such as the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act programs. Another approach could include taking full advantage of the flexibilities in the CWSRF programs to help achieve broader watershed protection and restoration. Partnership, science, technology, and innovation will be key to EPA’s efforts to reduce and control pollutants that are discharged from industrial, municipal, agricultural, and stormwater sources, as well as to implement programs to prevent and reduce pollution that washes off the land during rain events, including nutrients and plastic pollution.     _2d53705c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_121             [To be determined]        Watershed Tools Improve initiatives to create and protect healthy watershed tools. _539351b8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.3       The Agency will improve the way existing initiatives are used to create and protect healthy watershed tools, explore how innovative tools can be applied, and enhance efforts and cross-media collaboration to protect and prevent water quality impairment in healthy watersheds. The Agency will use data collected, for example, under the National Aquatic Resource Survey, to track the effectiveness of these combined efforts at protecting and improving water quality over time. In addition, EPA will work with government and non-governmental partners to bring appropriate and effective solutions to small, rural, and underserved communities.      _2d539078-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_122             [To be determined]        Water Quality Develop new and revised CWA national recommended water quality criteria. _5393616c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.4       The Agency will continue to develop new and revised CWA national recommended water quality criteria for the protection of human health and aquatic life that Tribes, states, and territories may adopt into water quality standards for their waterbodies. Water quality criteria consider the health protection for susceptible populations and lifestages (e.g., pregnant individuals, children) but can be limited by data availability. EPA also is reviewing the water quality criteria methodology to further advance the health protection of communities and individuals who are disproportionately impacted by high pollution levels or susceptibilities (e.g., Tribes, underserved and overburdened communities, pregnant individuals, children). EPA is developing the necessary tools and obtaining data needed to conduct efficient, standardized human health risk assessments for PFAS and other chemicals found in biosolids. EPA is also fully committed to implementing programs that protect Tribal water resources— EPA will revise WQSs regulations to explicitly and sustainably protect Tribal reserved (e.g., treaty) rights in state waters.     _2d539d66-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_123             [To be determined]        Wastewater & Stormwater Promote multi-benefit wastewater and stormwater solutions. _53936874-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.5       EPA will continue to promote multi-benefit solutions, such as integrated planning for wastewater and stormwater management, to achieve water quality goals while considering community needs and priorities. Robust stakeholder engagement and collaboration across state and local government can lead to effective long-range plans that implement green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and more resilient infrastructure that is less vulnerable to flooding and the effects of the changing climate. To respond and adapt to the current and potential impacts of climate change on aquatic resources, EPA has developed working relationships with partners across the country. Through planning tools, technical resources, and funding programs, EPA will promote adaptive solutions to meet the challenges communities face.     _2d53b666-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_124             [To be determined]        Watersheds Protect and restore ecologically, economically, and intrinsically valuable watersheds. _53937404-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.6  National Estuary Program      Urban Waters Federal Partnership     EPA and its partners will accelerate progress to protect and restore ecologically, economically, and intrinsically valuable watersheds across the nation through its place-based and geographic programs such as the National Estuary Program and the Urban Waters Federal Partnership, by strategically focusing on the biggest threats to their ecosystems and associated human health issues. Using a collaborative watershed approach, these programs incorporate in their environmental protection work the principles of environmental justice and Tribal treaty rights and sovereignty. EPA’s leadership, at the regional and national levels, provides a foundation using technical expertise, science-based support, and funding to develop long-term strategies and actions to improve water quality, restore habitat, and foster sustainable human use. Through place-based and geographic programs, EPA plays an important role as a convener and facilitator with federal, Tribal, state, and local partners to align resources and authorities within regional, watershed, and basin-scaled collaborative networks. More specifically, EPA’s place-based and geographic programs deliver technical and financial assistance to solve problems and support healthy, climate-resilient ecosystems that address water quality, water infrastructure, nutrient pollution, habitat loss, treaty rights, equity, and environmental justice.      _2d53d5ce-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_125             [To be determined]        Partnerships Continue to foster partnerships. _53938480-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 5.2.7  Hypoxia Task Force      U.S. Department of Agriculture      Urban Waters Federal Partnership      Federal Emergency Management Agency      National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration      U.S. Army Corps of Engineers     EPA, in partnership with other federal agencies, has shown time and again that collaboration can deliver multiple benefits to achieve common goals. EPA will continue to foster partnerships, such as with the Hypoxia Task Force and U.S. Department of Agriculture, to protect sources of drinking water and overall water quality. This can be accomplished through watershed management and more effectively managed runoff from agricultural lands using nature-based approaches; participation in the Urban Waters Federal Partnership to promote more efficient and effective use of federal resources and build new partnerships to help local communities achieve their water quality priorities and increase their resilience to climate change; partnering with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and others on both pre-disaster planning and post-disaster recovery; and serving as a Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Trustee in partnership with federal and state co-Trustees, for restoring Gulf resources and services impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.      _2d53e366-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_126             [To be determined]        Communities Safeguard and Revitalize Communities _cdfd76e6-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 6  Communities     Restore land to safe and productive uses to improve communities and protect public health. ~ EPA works directly with, in, and for thousands of communities across the country, protecting their health and the environment by cleaning up contaminated land, managing the safe disposal of solid, industrial, and hazardous waste, and planning for and responding to environmental emergencies. Sixtyone percent of the United States population, including 62 percent of children under the age of five, live near sites where EPA assesses and restores contaminated land. While there is no single way to characterize communities located near contaminated sites, the legacy of pollution disproportionally affects communities of color, low-income, linguistically isolated populations, and those without a high school education. EPA will engage early and collaborate with Tribal, state, local partners, and affected communities to improve the livelihood of all Americans by cleaning up and returning these sites to productive use, especially in underserved and overburdened communities. ^ Uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants impact air, land, and water and threaten healthy ecosystems. Nationally, there are thousands of contaminated sites with challenging and complex environmental problems, including soil, sediment, and groundwater contaminated by chemicals such as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Over the next four years, EPA will prioritize the cleanup of legacy contamination and emerging pollutants and facilitate site redevelopment in collaboration with communities, local governments, businesses, and other stakeholders. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), implemented in alignment with Justice40, advances these efforts by investing in the health, equity, and resilience of American communities. With unprecedented funding to clean up Superfund sites, scale-up community-led brownfields revitalization, and support local waste management infrastructure and recycling programs, EPA will improve people’s health and safety, help create good paying jobs, and increase climate resilience throughout the country. ^ As it addresses existing contamination, EPA also will focus on reducing waste and preventing pollution. EPA and states manage the safe disposal of 2.96 billion tons of solid, industrial, and hazardous waste every year. This includes protective standards for the roughly 60,000 facilities in the United States that annually generate and manage more than 30 to 40 million tons of hazardous waste. EPA, in partnership with Tribes, states, local governments, and other organizations, will work to prevent releases of contaminants, reduce waste by increasing materials recovery and recycling, and support sustainable materials management practices. Through prevention activities, EPA protects groundwater from releases from underground storage tanks (USTs). Through materials recovery and recycling, EPA also provides direct, measurable reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions since natural resource extraction and processing make up more than 50 percent of total GHG emissions. ^ EPA also has mission-essential functions to prepare for and respond to environmental emergencies, which are growing in frequency and risk because of climate change. EPA strives to prevent emergencies through inspections of high-risk facilities and maintains the capabilities to respond to emergencies through planning and preparedness efforts. EPA follows the government-wide National Response Framework (NRF) in responding to large-scale emergencies that involve chemicals, oil, biological agents, radiation, or natural disasters. As part of the framework, EPA supports other federal agencies on significant incidents, and works with Tribes, states, and local planning and response organizations. Due to their proximity to facilities, fenceline communities, often with environmental justice concerns, bear a disproportionate risk of exposure to releases. Over the next four years, EPA will work to find solutions for these disproportionately impacted communities by prioritizing inspection of high-risk facilities.  Land Clean Up and Restore Land for Productive Uses and Healthy Communities _cdfd7844-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 6.1       Clean up and restore contaminated sites to protect human health and the environment and build vibrant communities, especially in underserved and overburdened areas. ~ Contaminated soil, sediment, mine waste, groundwater, and sub-slab vapor intrusion into indoor air space expose communities across the United States to dangerous pollution. Twenty-two percent of the U.S. population lives within three miles of a Superfund site. Similarly, within a half mile of a brownfields site receiving EPA funding, 21 percent of people live below the national poverty level, 17 percent have less than a high school education, 56 percent are people of color, and seven percent are linguistically isolated. Children are disproportionately exposed to health risks and safety hazards, especially from lead in soil. At Superfund residential lead sites, 18 percent of the population live below the national poverty level, 15 percent do not have a high school degree, and 51 percent are people of color. By cleaning up and returning contaminated land to productive use, EPA will improve the health and livelihood and reduce the environmental and health effects of exposure to contamination in communities, especially overburdened communities. This includes lowering the risk of elevated blood lead levels for children living near lead-contaminated sites. ^ Together with federal, Tribal, and state partners, EPA’s cleanup programs will reduce risks to human health and the environment while also returning them to productive reuse and providing economic and additional environmental benefits. Thousands of sites across the country have been transformed— from abandoned, contaminated industrial sites into parks, landfills into solar farms, and former smelters into health clinics. By assessing and cleaning up brownfields properties, EPA will bring direct economic and environmental gains to communities. Through FY 2020, on average, $20.13 was leveraged for each EPA brownfields dollar, and 10.3 jobs were leveraged per $100,000 of EPA brownfields funds expended on assessment, cleanup, and revolving loan fund cooperative agreements.  Several studies have shown that environmental benefits accrue when brownfields sites are used for redevelopment, such as reduction of paved surfaces and vehicle miles traveled.  LTPG 6.1.1 Superfund Sites Number _2d54105c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_127      By September 30, 2026, bring human exposures under control at an additional 60 Superfund sites.  Status Under Control 60  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 6.1.2 Superfund Cleanup Projects Number _2d54329e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_128      By September 30, 2026, complete 225 Superfund cleanup projects that address lead as a contaminant.  Status Completed 225  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 6.1.3 Brownfields Properties Number _2d544004-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_129      By September 30, 2026, clean up an additional 650 brownfields properties.  Status Cleaned Up 650  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 6.1.4 RCRA Corrective Action Cleanups Number _2d54592c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_130      By September 30, 2026, make an additional 425 RCRA corrective action cleanups Ready for Anticipated Use.  Status Ready for Use 425  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 6.1.5 Storage Tank Clean-Ups Number _2d547aec-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_131      By September 30, 2026, conduct an additional 35,000 cleanups at Leaking Underground Storage Tank facilities.  Status Conducted 35000  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Sites Clean-Up Collaborate with its partners to clean up sites and return them to productive use. _53938b92-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.1.1       To return a formerly contaminated site to productive reuse takes strong local and regional economies and supportive federal, state, and local land use, housing, and transportation policies. EPA will collaborate with its partners to clean up sites and return them to productive use, and involve people in decisions that affect their environment or health, especially communities with environmental justice concerns. EPA will engage with and increase involvement of communities to develop their visions for revitalization by identifying economic drivers and connecting community needs to federal investments. In carrying out Superfund removal actions, EPA will partner with communities to ensure that their concerns are identified and accounted for while working with Tribal, state, local, and other stakeholders. Work under this objective will support the FY 2022-2023 Agency Priority Goal to clean up contaminated sites and invest in water infrastructure to enhance the livability and economic vitality of overburdened and underserved communities. Under this Agency Priority Goal, EPA plans to engage with communities that are overburdened and underserved to provide technical assistance supporting community-identified needs addressing water and clean-up challenges.     _2d5489d8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_132             [To be determined]        Substances & Contamination Removing or mitigating exposure to harmful substances and remediate contaminated land for reuse. _5393977c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.1.2  Marginalized Communities      Overburdened Communities     During FY 2019-2020, over 40 percent of Superfund removal completions were in communities with environmental justice concerns. EPA will continue to support marginalized and overburdened communities by removing or mitigating exposure to harmful substances and remediating contaminated land for reuse. EPA has identified nearly 1,200 Superfund National Priority List (NPL) and Superfund Alternative Approach (SAA) sites where lead is a contaminant of concern, potentially exposing children in communities across the country.  EPA will continue a cross-program effort focusing on environmental lead exposure reduction with emphasis on where the burden of lead exposure disproportionately impacts communities with lower socioeconomic status. EPA also will address lead-contaminated soil at Superfund sites by developing site-specific cleanup levels accounting for total lead exposure at a site. EPA also will work with Tribal and state agencies to advance cleanup of abandoned uranium mining impacted lands. In addition, EPA will consider climate change and weather science as part of standard operating practices in Superfund cleanup projects and take steps to reduce the carbon footprint of Superfund remedies.      _2d54a3b4-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_133             [To be determined]        Brownfields Support Tribes, states, local governments, and nonprofit organizations as they assess, cleanup and plan reuse of brownfields properties. _5393aa64-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.1.3  Tribes      States      Local Governments      Nonprofit Organizations     EPA will help build vibrant communities by supporting Tribes, states, local governments, and nonprofit organizations as they assess, cleanup and plan reuse of brownfields properties and by providing job training opportunities, particularly in underserved communities. Additionally, EPA will provide Tribal nations and states with critical financial and technical assistance resources to build their brownfields response programs. EPA will provide direct technical assistance to communities to support community visioning, engagement, market and feasibility studies, and project financing options. In carrying out cleanup and redevelopment efforts, EPA will continue to strengthen community-driven approaches by working with neighborhoods, towns, and regions to help them revitalize in ways that support improved environmental outcomes and disaster resilience and respond to challenges of the 21st century. EPA will leverage federal, state, and local resources to strengthen partnerships across all levels of government and with the private sector, allowing these partners to build on each other’s successes.     _2d54c4f2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_134             [To be determined]        PFAS Pollution Determine the best way to mitigate and reduce PFAS pollution. _5393b1da-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.1.4       EPA is undertaking an Agencywide effort to determine the best way to mitigate and reduce PFAS pollution. EPA, responsible parties, and other federal agencies will assess the nature and extent of PFAS contamination and other contaminants of concern at sites, and EPA will coordinate with responsible parties and lead federal agencies to identify and use effective remediation approaches. As part of its oversight responsibility at federal facility sites, EPA will establish best practices for PFAS investigation and cleanup. EPA will work to keep pace with the surging number of actions for PFAS at Department of Defense and other federal facility sites and oversee cleanup efforts where PFAS releases have been identified as a risk to human health or the environment. EPA also will consider statutory and regulatory authorities to address PFAS contamination. For example, EPA is considering a proposal to designate PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.      _2d54d23a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_135             [To be determined]        LUST & Petroleum Support states in cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) and implement assessments and cleanups of petroleum contamination in Indian country. _5393bde2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.1.5  States      Tribes     EPA will support states in cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks (LUST), and directly implement assessments and cleanups of petroleum contamination in Indian country. EPA will provide technical assistance and training to Tribes and states on how to conduct cleanups and improve the efficiency of state programs. Along with Tribal and state partners, EPA will work to revitalize abandoned facilities by implementing strategies to reduce the number of sites that have not reached cleanup completion and to address new releases as they are confirmed. EPA will create an environmental indicator with UST and LUST data in EJSCREEN, EPA’s Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool. The new indicator will include national information from active UST and LUST sites, including sites in Indian country. EPA will work to integrate environmental justice into cleanups’ prioritization and decision making to ensure that the most vulnerable communities are protected from further environmental harm.     _2d54eb8a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_136             [To be determined]        Waste & Contamination Reduce Waste and Prevent Environmental Contamination _5393cfb2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 6.2       Prevent environmental pollution by preventing releases, reducing waste, increasing materials recovery and recycling, and ensuring sustainable materials management practices. ~ To prevent future environmental contamination and protect the health of the approximately 5.3 million people living within one mile of a hazardous waste facility, EPA and its state partners issue RCRA permits for approximately 6,700 hazardous waste units (such as incinerators and landfills) at 1,300 facilities. EPA will ensure that permit decisions, including decisions to issue, renew, or deny permits, reflect the latest technology and standards, and remain protective under changing conditions, such as climate change. EPA will also ensure that all communities, including those who are marginalized and overburdened, have an equitable opportunity to engage in the permitting process. ^ Through its National Recycling Strategy, EPA is working to develop a stronger, more resilient, and cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling system. Recycling has been a long-standing critical component of EPA’s waste management efforts and is the foundation for Sustainable Materials Management, which aims to reduce the environmental impacts of materials across their lifecycle. Recycling is an important part of a circular economy, which refers to a system of activities that is restorative to the environment, enables resources to maintain their highest values, and designs out waste. A circular economy approach provides direct, measurable reductions in GHG emissions as natural resource extraction and processing make up approximately 50 percent of total global GHG emissions. Reducing waste helps alleviate burdens on populations that bear the brunt of poorly run waste management facilities and transfer stations and underinvestment in waste management infrastructure. When applied to critical minerals, a circular economy approach facilitates end-of-life recycling and the recovery of critical minerals in order to support a secure supply chain. ^ To protect groundwater sources from releases of petroleum from USTs, EPA will continue to work with Tribal and state partners to prevent these releases. This work will help mitigate the negative environmental impacts to communities that are historically underserved, marginalized, and adversely affected by persistent poverty and inequality. As of September 2020, approximately 53 million people live within one-quarter mile of an active UST facility, and they tend to be minority populations and have lower income than the average U.S. wage earner.  LTPG 6.2.1 RCRA Facilities Permits Percentage _2d550d9a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_137      By September 30, 2026, increase the percentage of updated permits at RCRA facilities to 80% from the FY 2021 baseline of 72.7%.   Status Updated 80  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 72.7  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   RCRA Regulations Update the RCRA solid and hazardous waste regulations. _5393d8fe-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.2.1       EPA will update the RCRA solid and hazardous waste regulations, as necessary, to ensure protective standards for managing solid and hazardous waste. From 2016 to 2019, EPA issued and implemented regulatory improvements for hazardous waste generators, recyclers, and for pharmaceutical waste. These revisions affect tens of thousands of manufacturers and businesses that generate, recycle, and otherwise manage solid and hazardous waste. EPA will continue to develop outreach and guidance to help stakeholders implement these protective requirements while encouraging resource conservation.      _2d551ce0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_138             [To be determined]        Coal Residuals Ensure that the concerns of nearby communities are addressed in a protective manner. _5393e592-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.2.2       In implementing regulations for coal combustion residuals, EPA is taking action to ensure that the concerns of nearby communities are addressed in a protective manner. EPA is emphasizing proper monitoring of groundwater, protective closure, and corrective actions to address contamination. Furthermore, as authorized in the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016, EPA will continue to work to approve state permit programs for coal ash disposal as well as a federal coal ash permit program.      _2d5536c6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_139             [To be determined]        Food Waste Recycle and reduce food waste and decrease lifecycle environmental impacts of materials. _5393f762-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.2.3       EPA has set goals through 2030 for recycling and reducing food waste as well as decreasing lifecycle environmental impacts of materials. EPA will collaborate with federal, Tribal, state, and local organizations, and other stakeholders to develop additional strategies for food waste and the built environment. EPA will administer grant programs to improve Tribal, state, and local solid waste management programs and infrastructure and education and outreach on waste prevention. EPA also will address land-based contributions to the mismanagement of post-consumer materials and plastic waste.      _2d55598a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_140             [To be determined]        Minerals Increase the circularity and recycling of products. _539400e0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.2.4       In order to support the Administration’s efforts to secure supply chains for critical minerals, EPA will work with public and private sector partners on strategies to increase the circularity and recycling of products, such as batteries, that contain critical minerals as well as the recovery of critical minerals from mining waste.      _2d556858-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_141             [To be determined]        UST Systems Ensure that UST systems are inspected at least once every three years. _53940dba-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.2.5       To reduce risk posed by USTs located at nearly 200,000 facilities throughout the country, EPA and state partners will work to ensure that every UST system is inspected at least once every three years, as required by statute. EPA is working to ensure biofuels and other emerging fuels are stored in compatible UST systems. In addition, EPA will implement these UST regulations in Indian country in partnership with the Tribes. EPA will focus on supporting all aspects of the Tribal prevention programs, including the development of inspection and compliance assistance capacity. EPA will provide facility-specific compliance assistance for UST facility owners and operators in communities with environmental justice concerns in Indian country. EPA will work to integrate environmental justice into release prevention prioritization and decision making, ensuring the most vulnerable communities are protected from further environmental harm.     _2d55823e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_142             [To be determined]        Environmental Emergencies Prepare for and Respond to Environmental Emergencies _53941fe4-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 6.3       Prevent, prepare, and respond to environmental emergencies and support other agencies on nationally significant incidents, working with Tribes, states, and local planning and response organizations. ~ Environmental emergencies are caused by both natural and anthropogenic effects. Those emergencies caused by natural forces are growing in frequency and in the risks they pose. EPA will strive to prevent such emergencies and be ready to respond when they occur, in coordination with and through the support of partner organizations. EPA’s leadership for national preparedness for emergency responses is designated as a Primary Mission Essential Function. Agency coordination with Tribes, states, local communities, and industry helps to ensure national safety and security during responses. ^ EPA will continue to develop and implement regulations and policies that aim to prevent environmental emergencies and enhance the ability of communities and facilities to prepare for and respond to emergencies. EPA’s highly trained corps of on-scene coordinators and special teams will prepare for the possibility of significant incidents by maintaining and providing guidance and technical assistance to Tribal, state, and local planning and response organizations to strengthen their preparedness.  LTPG 6.3.1 Environmental Justice Exercises Percentage _2d55a39a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_143      By September 30, 2026, ensure that 40% of annual emergency response and removal exercises that EPA conducts or participates in incorporate environmental justice.    40  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Hazardous Releases Ensure safety and security during responses to releases of chemical, oil, radiological, biological, or hazardous substances. _539429a8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.1       During an incident, EPA plays a central role in working to prevent, mitigate, or contain the release of chemical, oil, radiological, biological, or hazardous substances. The Agency will coordinate with Tribes, states, local communities, and industry to help ensure national safety and security during responses.     _2d55af20-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_144             [To be determined]        Prevention & Readiness Strengthen our prevention and readiness framework for responding to environmental emergencies. _53943e20-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.2       To strengthen its prevention and readiness framework for responding to environmental emergencies (including from climate and extreme weather), EPA will develop and update regulations under its statutory authorities, establish policies, and develop supporting capabilities and information. EPA also will coordinate with and provide technical assistance and training to support federal, Tribal, state, and local partner organizations to better prepare for and respond to environmental emergencies and ensure communities have access to chemical safety information. EPA will continue to operate RadNet, the Agency’s national environmental radiation monitoring system, providing officials with access to data and improving their ability to make decisions during and after a radiological incident. The Agency also will maintain a robust physical and information security and preparedness infrastructure, ensuring that its numerous facilities and information systems are secured and protected in line with federal requirements.     _2d55b966-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_145             [To be determined]        Exercises Plan and assess capabilities needed to accomplish EPA’s prevention and readiness objectives and address areas for improvement. _53945aae-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.3       Exercises are a key component of EPA’s preparedness – they provide an opportunity to plan and assess capabilities needed to accomplish EPA’s prevention and readiness objectives and address areas for improvement. Results of these exercises identify strengths and areas for improvement that enhance the Agency’s emergency response capabilities. Unannounced preparedness exercises at facilities subject to EPA’s Facility Response Plan (FRP) requirements are an essential compliance monitoring activity performed by EPA Regions. For example, these field exercises help assess whether a facility is prepared to respond to a discharge of oil. As part of these exercises, EPA recognizes the importance of reflecting the needs and interests of communities with environmental justice concerns.     _2d55c546-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_146             [To be determined]        Assets Deploy assets to support emergency response. _53946558-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.4  Portable High-throughput Integrated Laboratory Identification System (PHILIS) The Portable High-throughput Integrated Laboratory Identification System (PHILIS) mobile laboratory asset provides onsite analysis of chemical warfare agents and environmental samples contaminated with toxic industrial compounds.     Environmental Response Laboratory Network This resource is part of EPA’s Environmental Response Laboratory Network and will be pre-deployed in anticipation of incidents or deployed anywhere in the U.S. after an incident.     Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT) The Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT) is the nation’s only airborne real-time chemical and radiological detection, infrared, and photographic imagery platform.     EPA Partners EPA will use ASPECT to assist local, national, and international agencies with hazardous substance responses, radiological incidents, and situational awareness.     Local Agencies      National Agencies      International Agencies     The Agency will continue to deploy its assets to support emergency response.     _2d55cf6e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_147             [To be determined]        Oii & Chemical Facilities Prioritize inspection activities at high-risk chemical and oil facilities to protect communities. _539473e0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.5       EPA’s chemical safety and oil programs will prioritize inspection activities at high-risk facilities to protect communities, including those with environmental justice concerns. EPA will review the programs to determine if risks posed by climate change warrant modifications to the programs.      _2d55daf4-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_148             [To be determined]        Research Fill scientific and technological gaps in national preparedness and emergency response and recovery as well as to inform disaster response and guidance. _53948614-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 6.3.6       EPA homeland security research fills critical scientific and technological gaps that enhance the Agency’s ability to carry out its national preparedness and emergency response and recovery obligations and inform disaster response and guidance. EPA will develop tools, methods, and data needed to implement environmental statutes effectively and support federal, Tribal, state, and local emergency responders in characterizing chemical, oil, biological, or radiological contamination; assessing exposure and risks to human health and the environment; cleaning up impacted areas; and improving community resilience. EPA also will consider regulatory modifications under Clean Air Act Section 112(r) to help prevent serious industrial chemical accidents, mitigate those that occur, and provide communities with better access to information about industrial chemical hazards.     _2d55e6c0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_149             [To be determined]        Chemicals Ensure Safety of Chemicals for People and the Environment _cdfd798e-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 7       Increase the safety of chemicals and pesticides and prevent pollution at the source. ~ EPA is responsible for ensuring the safety of chemicals and pesticides for people at all life stages and the environment, improving access to information, and preventing pollution at the source before it occurs. The Agency focuses on assessing, preventing, and reducing releases and exposures resulting from the manufacture, processing, use and disposal of chemicals and pesticides, and advancing community right-to-know. Through risk evaluation/assessment and management, encouragement of safer alternatives, and effective data management, EPA strives to ensure protection of communities and the environment from unsafe exposures, especially to children, the elderly, and those with environmental justice concerns (including low income, people of color, and Indigenous peoples) who may already be disproportionately impacted by and at risk from exposure to other stressors. In addition, EPA works to ensure public access to chemical and pesticide data, analytical tools, and other sources of information and expertise; and promotes source reduction, integrated pest management, and other pollution prevention strategies by organizations and businesses.   Safety Ensure Chemical and Pesticide Safety _cdfd7af6-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 7.1       Protect the health of families, communities, and ecosystems from the risks posed by chemicals and pesticides. ~ Chemicals are ubiquitous in the products Americans use daily and are present in the environment and people’s bodies. EPA has significant responsibilities under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) for ensuring the safety of chemicals in or entering commerce and addressing unreasonable risks to human health and the environment. This work will play an important role in enhancing environmental justice and tackling the climate crisis as described in Executive Orders 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government and 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. Also, under TSCA, EPA is responsible for collecting and managing vast amounts of chemical data/information, securely managing Confidential Business Information, and reducing exposure to lead in paint and dust, especially in disproportionately affected communities. ^ The Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, which amended TSCA in 2016, introduced far-reaching improvements to America’s chemical safety scientific, regulatory, and information infrastructure and enhanced EPA’s ability to protect human health and the environment from chemical risks. Under Section 5, EPA assumed responsibility for making safety determinations in its review of hundreds of new chemical submissions annually. Under Section 6, EPA assumed new responsibilities for systematically prioritizing and comprehensively evaluating at least 20 chemicals at a time, assessing additional chemicals at manufacturers’ request, and managing identified unreasonable risks—all under statutory deadlines. ^ Under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA), as amended by the Food Quality Protection Act of 1996 (FQPA), and the Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act of 2018 (PRIA 4), EPA is charged with protecting people and the environment from the risks that pesticide use can pose. EPA reviews and makes determinations on whether to register new pesticides and new uses for existing pesticides and other registration requests in accordance with statutory requirements. EPA also makes sure exposure to subgroups and sensitive life stages, including infants and children, are reflected in the human health risk assessments supporting these regulatory determinations and that pesticides do not pose unreasonable adverse effects to the environment. In addition, under the registration review process the Agency reevaluates pesticides that are already in the market against current scientific standards for human health and the environment. Under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), EPA is charged with ensuring that pesticide registration and registration review decisions do not jeopardize the continued existence of federally-listed threatened and endangered species or adversely modify designated critical habitat.  LTPG 7.1.1 HPS TSCA Risk Evaluations Number _2d55f124-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_150      By September 30, 2026, complete at least eight High Priority Substance (HPS) TSCA risk evaluations annually within statutory timelines compared to the FY 2020 baseline of one.  Status  8 2025-10-01 2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 1 2019-10-01 2020-09-30  [To be determined]    2025-10-01 2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.2 TSCA Risk Management Actions Timeliness Percentage _2d55fcc8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_151      By September 30, 2026, initiate all TSCA risk management actions within 45 days of the completion of a final existing chemical risk evaluation.  Status Initiated 100  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.3 Chemical Substances Decisions Percentage _2d5608ee-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_152      By September 30, 2026, review 90% of past risk mitigation requirements for TSCA new chemical substances decisions compared to the FY 2021 baseline of none.  Status Reviewed 90  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 0  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.4 Lead-Based Paint RRP Firm Certifications Percentage _2d561410-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_153      By September 30, 2026, recertify before the expiration date 36% of lead-based paint Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) firms whose certifications are scheduled to expire compared to the FY 2021 baseline of 32%.  Status  36  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 32  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.5 Pesticide Registration Reviews Number _2d561f00-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_154      By September 30, 2026, complete 78 pesticide registration review cases with statutory due dates that fall after October 1, 2022.  Status Completed 78  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.6 Species Effects Determinations Percentage _2d562dba-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_155      By September 30, 2026, consider the effects determinations or protections of federally threatened and endangered species for new active ingredients in 90% of the risk assessments supporting pesticide registration decisions for new active ingredients compared to the FY 2020 baseline of 50%.  Status Increased 90  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 50  2020-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.7 Species Risk Assessments Percentage _2d563ce2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_156      By September 30, 2026, consider the effects determinations or protections of federally threatened and endangered species in 50% of the risk assessments supporting pesticide registration review decisions compared to the FY 2020 baseline of 27%.  Status Increased 50  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 27  2020-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.1.8 Pesticide Safety Trainees Number _2d565592-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_157      By September 30, 2026, support Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS) pesticide safety training for 20,000 farmworkers annually compared to the FY 2018-2020 annual average baseline of 11,000.  Status Increased 20000 2025-10-01 2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 11000 2017-10-01 2020-09-30  [To be determined]    2025-10-01 2026-09-30   Reviews Meet statutory requirements and mandatory deadlines for out chemical reviews. _539491ea-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.1       Over the next four years, EPA will focus on meeting statutory requirements and mandatory deadlines for ensuring that its chemical reviews are efficient, effective, and transparent to EPA’s stakeholders. EPA will ensure that decisions stemming from chemical reviews are transparent, use methods and tools based on the weight of scientific evidence, are consistent with the best available scientific information, and are reasonable and consistent with the intended use of the information.     _2d567b8a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_158             [To be determined]        Risk Assessments Conduct risk assessments for new chemical notice and exemption submissions. _53949e06-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.2       EPA is responsible for reviewing all new chemical submissions before they enter commerce to determine whether the chemicals may pose unreasonable risks to human health or the environment. EPA will conduct risk assessments for more than 500 new chemical notice and exemption submissions annually and make affirmative determinations on whether unreasonable risks are posed under those chemicals’ conditions of use. This involves managing identified risks, publishing Significant New Use Rules, and requiring development of additional data when information is insufficient to conduct a reasoned evaluation.     _2d568b48-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_159             [To be determined]        Information Ensure the public has access to as much chemical safety information as allowed by law. _5394b102-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.3  The Public     EPA will continue to ensure that the public has access to as much chemical safety information as allowed by law to increase transparency and support stakeholder engagement in the agency’s activities on chemical risks. EPA also will continue to reduce exposures to lead in paint by establishing standards for inspection, risk assessment, and abatement of lead-based paint hazards, along with training and certification programs, among other efforts.     _2d56aa9c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_160             [To be determined]        Pesticides Review and register new pesticides and new uses for existing pesticides. _5394b922-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.4       Consistent with its statutory responsibilities, EPA will continue to review and register new pesticides and new uses for existing pesticides, and other covered applications under PRIA and act on other registration requests in accordance with FIFRA and FFDCA standards. Many of these registration actions will be for reduced-risk conventional pesticides and biopesticides, which, once registered and used by consumers, will increase benefits to society, including infants and children, and reduce ecological impacts. Additionally, EPA will continue to reevaluate existing pesticides in the marketplace every 15 years to ensure the FIFRA standard for registration continues to be met based on current science. Working together with the affected communities, through integrated pest management (IPM) activities, the Agency plans to accelerate the adoption of lower-risk products.     _2d56d062-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_161             [To be determined]        IPM Practices Work with the nation's pesticide-user community to promote IPM practices. _5394c53e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.5  Pesticide-User Community     The Pesticide Environmental Stewardship Program (PESP) is an EPA partnership program that works with the nation's pesticide-user community to promote IPM practices. Resources are focused on funding projects that reduce the impacts of pesticide use in agricultural settings, including reduced use of pesticides. Selected projects could address pesticide use in rural areas or in Indian country, promoting IPM practices that benefit these communities.     _2d56df44-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_162             [To be determined]        Information & Guidance Partner in the development of training, outreach, tools, and informational brochures to promote IPM efforts and provide guidance to schools, farmers, other partners, and stakeholders. _5394d772-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.6  Schools      Farmers     The Agency will partner in the development of training, outreach, tools, and informational brochures to promote IPM efforts and provide guidance to schools, farmers, other partners, and stakeholders. Millions of America’s workers are exposed to pesticides in occupations such as agriculture, lawn care, food preparation, and landscape maintenance. The Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS) and the Certification of Pesticide Applicators (CPA) revised rules (finalized in FY 2015 and FY 2017, respectively) are key elements of EPA’s strategy for reducing occupational exposure to pesticides. EPA will continue to support the implementation of the regulations through education and outreach, guidance development, and grant programs. Efforts to implement the WPS include addressing environmental justice issues in rural communities, especially for farmworkers and their families.     _2d56fa6a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_163             [To be determined]        Habitat & Species Ensure that pesticide regulatory decisions will not destroy or adversely modify designated critical habitat or jeopardize the continued existence of species. _5394dfb0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.1.7  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)      National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)     Under the ESA, EPA is responsible for ensuring that pesticide regulatory decisions will not destroy or adversely modify designated critical habitat or jeopardize the continued existence of species listed as threatened or endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) or the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). EPA will assess in its FIFRA registration and registration review regulatory determinations whether listed endangered or threatened species or their designated critical habitat may be affected. Where risks are identified in a biological evaluation, EPA will work with the Services through a consultation process to ensure these new or existing pesticide registrations also will meet the ESA standard. EPA will also continue to develop processes to protect listed species earlier in the regulatory and consultation processes and pursue other major improvements to its ESA compliance work in coordination with the Services.     _2d571da6-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_164             [To be determined]        Pollution Promote Pollution Prevention _cdfd7c40-e3a0-11ec-9f05-94ea1f83ea00 7.2       Encourage the adoption of pollution prevention and other stewardship practices that conserve natural resources, mitigate climate change, and promote environmental sustainability. ~ EPA’s implementation of pollution prevention (P2) practices under the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 is one of the Agency’s primary tools for advancing environmental stewardship and sustainability by federal, Tribal, and state governments, businesses, communities, and individuals. These practices focus on reducing the amount of any hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant entering a waste stream or released into the environment prior to recycling of discarded material, treatment, or disposal, as well as conserving the use of natural resources. P2 grants contributed to the elimination of 16.9 million metric tons of greenhouse gases (GHGs) between 2011 and 2019. ^ Through these approaches, the Agency helps business, consumers, procurement officials, organizations, and others reduce costs and access market opportunities while achieving significant reductions in hazardous releases to air, water, and land; hazardous materials use; GHG generation; and water use. EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) tracks implementation of pollution prevention activities by reporting releases from facilities and serves as a critical source of public chemical release, management, and P2 information to support community-right-to-know and advance EPA’s chemical safety goals.  LTPG 7.2.1 Carbon Dioxide Equivalent Reduction MMTCO2e _2d572c38-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_165      By September 30, 2026, reduce a total of 6 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MMTCO2e) released attributed to EPA pollution prevention grants.  Status Reduced 6  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 7.2.2 Products Certified Number _2d574632-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_166      By September 30, 2026, EPA’s Safer Choice program will certify a total of 2,300 products compared to the FY 2021 baseline of 1,950 total certified products.  Status Increased 2300  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 1950  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Business Sectors Carry out sector-focused P2 National Emphasis Areas and enable the replication and leveraging of business successes. _5394ebe0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.2.1  Business Sectors     EPA will focus on carrying out sector-focused P2 National Emphasis Areas and enabling the replication and leveraging of business successes. This work will be supported by the annual funding for administering P2 grants provided through 2026 by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, implemented in alignment with Justice40. The Agency will customize, develop, and deliver training to identify and deploy source reduction and engineering solutions to companies, consumers, and communities. EPA also will implement training and outreach for disproportionately affected communities, as well as Tribal, state, and local governments, to help with product and service procurement choices that are environmentally sound and promote human and environmental health.      _2d576a04-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_167             [To be determined]        Ingredients Increase the availability and identification of products containing ingredients that meet stringent health and environmental criteria. _53950350-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.2.2  Safer Choice Program     EPA plans to update and strengthen the standards of the Safer Choice (SC) program, which advances chemical safety by increasing the availability and identification of products containing ingredients that meet stringent health and environmental criteria, through a notice and comment process after consultation with stakeholders. The Agency will conduct outreach with federal, Tribal, state, and local government procurement officials, and institutional and industrial purchasers, to communicate the benefits of SC and other environmentally preferable products, and work to make SC-certified products more widely available to people of color and low-income communities. EPA will offer technical assistance to businesses to help custodial staff and house cleaning companies gain access to protections from occupational exposure-related conditions (e.g., asthma) and to SC-certified products. EPA also will update the Safer Chemical Ingredients List to enhance transparency and facilitate expansion of safer chemical choices and products, including increasing the number and volume of SC-certified products.     _2d57786e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_168             [To be determined]        Products Address product categories with positive climate change impacts. _53950ba2-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.2.3       EPA will work to expand its recommendations for addressing product categories with positive climate change impacts in support of E.O. 14008, which directs federal agencies to align management of federal procurement in support of climate action. EPA will implement the Framework for the Assessment of Environmental Performance Standards and Ecolabels to provide a transparent, fair, and consistent approach to evaluating the environmental sustainability of product standards and ecolabels for federal purchasing. EPA also will contribute to the development of sustainability standards associated with critical minerals.     _2d579628-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_169             [To be determined]        Chemistry & Technologies Facilitate market adoption and penetration of new commercially successful chemistries and technologies. _539517e6-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.2.4  Green Chemistry Challenge Awards     EPA will continue to facilitate market adoption and penetration of new commercially successful chemistries and technologies through the Green Chemistry Challenge Awards, which raise the profile and credibility of innovative green and sustainable chemistry technologies. This initiative has resulted in awards to 123 technologies from more than 1,800 nominations over the last 25 years. Winning technologies are estimated to eliminate 7.8 billion pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents released to air each year, which is equivalent to taking 770,000 cars off the road.      _2d57ba5e-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_170             [To be determined]        Tools Continue research on tools that can quickly and accurately identify vulnerable communities near TRI facilities. _53952d94-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 7.2.5  TRI Program     The TRI program has provided data to support partnerships between community groups and companies that resulted in decreased air emissions.  EPA will continue research on tools that can quickly and accurately identify vulnerable communities near TRI facilities, which would support prioritization of P2. EPA will continue to publish the TRI and use analyses of toxic chemical releases from industrial facilities located near overburdened and disproportionately affected communities to identify and develop sector-specific P2 case studies, best practices, outreach, and training. This will help facilitate adoption of P2 practices in the facilities and in the communities themselves.      _2d57c922-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_171             [To be determined]        Cross-Agency Strategies [To be described] _539537f8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 8         Science & Decision Making Ensure Scientific Integrity and Science-Based Decision Making _5395450e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 8.1       Deliver rigorous scientific research and analyses to inform evidence-based decision making. ~ EPA’s ability to protect human health and the environment depends on the integrity and quality of the information, data, and evidence that provide the scientific foundation for Agency decisions. EPA is committed to restoring the public’s trust in government through scientific integrity and science-based decision making. As both a producer and user of scientific information, data, and evidence, EPA is responsible for delivering scientific research and analyses to inform science-based decision making and for using the best available scientific information, data, and evidence to inform decisions and develop environmental policies, guidance, and regulations. EPA’s cross-agency strategy will strengthen EPA’s culture of scientific integrity, advance the delivery of rigorous and independent scientific evaluation and analyses, and ground EPA’s actions in the best available science. ^ Science touches all parts of EPA, from regional laboratories that analyze scientific data to inform immediate and near-term decisions on environmental conditions, emergency response, compliance and enforcement, to national program scientists and engineers who conduct and use science to inform regulations and national compliance and enforcement initiatives. A major component of EPA’s science enterprise is the research and development program, which focuses on delivering leading-edge research to meet near-term and long-term science needs of the Agency, informing EPA decisions, and supporting the emerging needs of Tribal, state, and community partners. ^^ Over the next four years, EPA will strengthen the policies and procedures surrounding scientific integrity and the use of science and evidence to inform Agency decision making. There are a number of key actions that support the outcomes for this strategy.   LTPG 8.1.1 Research Products Meeting Partner Needs Percentage _2d57e31c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_172      By September 30, 2026, increase the annual percentage of Office of Research and Development (ORD) research products meeting partner needs to 95% from a baseline of 93% in FY 2021.  Status Increaed 95  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 93  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.1.2 Scientific Integrity Objectives Number _2d580856-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_173      By September 30, 2026, implement 126 actions for scientific integrity objectives that are certified by Deputy Scientific Integrity Officials in each EPA program and region.  Status Implemented 126  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Scientific Integrity Ensure Scientific Integrity _539556e8-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.1.1       Scientific integrity results from adherence to professional values and practices when conducting, communicating, supervising, and using science. It ensures objectivity, clarity, reproducibility, and utility, and it provides insulation from bias, fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, outside interference, censorship, and inadequate procedural and information security. At a fundamental level, scientific integrity safeguards the science that informs EPA’s mission-driven work. EPA will advance and strengthen a culture of scientific integrity across the Agency by ensuring adherence to the scientific and ethical standards outlined in EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy. EPA will make sure that every EPA employee, contractor, grantee, and collaborator understands their personal responsibility to use and communicate science with honesty, integrity, and transparency, both within and outside the Agency. Agency officials also have the responsibility to recognize the distinction between scientific information and the decisions that are informed by such information and, in so doing, not suppress or alter scientific findings or impede the timely release of scientific findings or conclusions. ^ To improve and strengthen the Agency’s culture of scientific integrity, EPA’s national program offices and regional offices will reaffirm their commitment to fostering open, objective, and honest investigation and discussion of scientific activities, data, and conclusions. This includes supporting robust discussion of different scientific points of view, which helps to guard against inadequate science and flawed analyses, and proactively taking action to enhance implementation of EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy throughout the Agency. EPA will also continue to provide employees and officials with access to a network of deputy scientific integrity officials to whom they can turn for advice to prevent lapses in scientific integrity or to report allegations of a loss of scientific integrity.     _2d581602-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_174             [To be determined]        Research & Analyses Deliver Rigorous Scientific Research and Analyses _53955f58-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.1.2       EPA will develop and deliver rigorous scientific research, assessments, and analyses to meet near-term and long-term science needs of the Agency, inform EPA decisions, and support the emerging needs of Tribes, states, territories, and communities. The Agency carries out this effort through a network of scientists, engineers, and laboratories that span EPA’s regional offices, national program offices, and research and development program. EPA will evaluate the quality, usability, and timeliness of select Agency scientific products to ensure that Agency science is relevant, timely, and of sufficient quality to inform evidence-based decision making and work to increase the percent of scientific products that meet decision makers’ needs. ^ As part of its overall portfolio of scientific work, the EPA will renew and refocus efforts to develop the science and quality data needed to tackle climate change, advance environmental justice, and protect children’s environmental health. To do this, EPA will restore the role of science and evidence in addressing the climate change crisis and advance a rigorous exploratory and applied climate adaptation science program. EPA will conduct climate-related research in its laboratories and centers, support research through its grants program, conduct policy-relevant assessments, communicate research and assessment results, and deliver innovative and sustainable solutions. EPA will conduct scientific research on cumulative impacts to better inform decisions aimed at advancing environmental justice. For example, EPA will conduct scientific research to improve understanding of disproportionate impacts that can arise from unequal environmental conditions and exposure to multiple chemical and non-chemical stressors, as well as how to evaluate interventions that would mitigate or eliminate such disproportionate impacts. EPA will also provide tools, training, and technical support to advance community-led projects that develop scientific information, data, and evidence that inform local decisions. Finally, where feasible based on availability of data and methods, EPA will explicitly and consistently assess risks to childhood lifestages and other vulnerable populations as part of the Agency’s approach for developing risk assessments and in its research agenda. ^ Underlying the Agency’s scientific activities is a commitment to rigorous quality assurance, appropriate peer review, and the timely release of scientific information. EPA’s quality program provides the framework for planning, implementing, documenting, and assessing work performed by EPA, contractors, and grantees and for carrying out required quality assurance and quality control activities. EPA’s quality program also includes the Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity of Information Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency, which contain EPA’s policy and procedural guidance for ensuring and maximizing the quality of information the Agency disseminates. Independent peer review is integral to ensuring the rigor of Agency analyses, methodologies, and scientific and technical products. EPA’s Peer Review Handbook provides a roadmap to ensure the Agency’s peer review policy is implemented effectively and that the integrity of its peer review activities can be demonstrated transparently to the public. EPA’s Public Access Plan details the Agency’s commitment to the timely release of scientific information to the public. EPA’s Best Practices for Clearance of Scientific Products at EPA promotes the development of clearance procedures that are transparent, clear, timely, predictable, and consistent. ^ Under the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018, EPA is developing and will fully implement an Agencywide policy for evaluations and other evidence-building activities to ensure that evaluations and evidence that inform policies and decisions are relevant, rigorous, independent and objective, transparent, equitable, and ethical.      _2d583042-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_175             [To be determined]        Decision Making Use Science in Decision Making _53956c82-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.1.3       To restore public trust in EPA’s decision making, the Agency is committed to reinforcing science as foundational to decision making. This means that EPA will strive to use and communicate science with honesty, integrity, and transparency and to make this information accessible to the public, including to overburdened and underserved communities. EPA is committed to ensuring that scientific integrity is upheld when conducting scientific, technical, or risk assessments and analyses and in the decisions that are informed by such assessments and analyses. Scientific assessments and analyses are of particular importance for informing the development of many decisions and include, but are not limited to, health or environmental effects, exposure, and impact or risk assessments; cost-benefit analyses; and other technical support documents. These assessments and analyses use, evaluate, and integrate existing and emerging information and data from diverse scientific disciplines to form scientific conclusions. Because of their importance to evidence-based decision making, EPA is committed to following well established, scientifically rigorous protocols and guidelines for conducting scientific, technical, or risk assessments or analyses, which help to guard against political interference and bias and promote consistency in scientific assessments and analyses. EPA will continue to use its cross-agency Science and Technology Policy Council, and the Risk Assessment Forum that it oversees, to develop high-quality, scientifically rigorous guidelines for conducting risk assessments that incorporate new advancements in science. ^ Restoring public trust and confidence in EPA’s actions also means being transparent about how EPA makes decisions, including being transparent about the use of science in Agency actions. EPA will strive to clearly articulate the role of science in every major action the Agency undertakes. This includes identifying the science EPA considered and clearly describing how EPA evaluated and used the science and the confidence the Agency has in the resulting scientific conclusions. It also includes allowing for public review and comment on EPA’s use of science in regulatory decisions (with appropriate protections for privacy). In addition, EPA’s programs will review existing internal procedures and, if needed, modify them to explicitly document the integrity and quality of the relevant scientific information, data, and evidence and how that information, data, and evidence were considered in the decision-making process. This includes any discussion of differing scientific opinions or other scientific integrity issues raised during the process.      _2d585392-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_176             [To be determined]        Health Consider the Health of Children at All Life Stages and Other Vulnerable Populations _5395835c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 8.2  Vulnerable Populations      Children     Focus on protecting and improving the health of children at all life stages and other vulnerable populations in implementing our programs. ~ By being able to live, learn, and play free from environmental exposures that contribute to harmful health effects, children and vulnerable populations are given the best opportunity to thrive throughout their lives. Protecting children against toxic exposures is essential to human health protection and therefore, must be included in all relevant EPA decisions and programs, both regulatory and voluntary. Throughout its programs, EPA strives to apply and promote the use of science, policy, partnerships, communications, and action to protect children at all life stages and vulnerable populations from adverse health effects resulting from harmful environmental exposures. EPA also will take actions to protect children and vulnerable populations in underserved communities who suffer disproportionately from the effects of exposures enhanced by socio-economic determinants of health, and to address any impacts that are exacerbated by climate change. ^ Children's environmental health refers to the effect of the environment on an individual’s growth, wellness, development, and risk of disease at all life stages. EPA actions will be informed by two important considerations: (1) the scientific understanding of childhood as a sequence of life stages, from conception through infancy and adolescence to early adulthood (age 21); and (2) the recognition that protecting children’s health at all life stages is necessary to achieve the Agency’s mission. Children may be at greater risk to environmental contaminants than adults if exposure occurs during windows of enhanced toxicological susceptibility. Children may also experience greater exposure than adults as they eat more, drink more, and breathe more in proportion to their body size and due to their unique behaviors, such as breast feeding, crawling, and hand-to-mouth activity. Children can be exposed to environmental contaminants that their caregivers may inadvertently bring home from their workplace, while adolescent workers may be directly exposed to harmful chemicals in the workplace. Finally, the effects of early life exposures may become apparent during childhood and/or may not arise until adulthood or in later generations.  LTPG 8.2.1 Health Information & Data  _2d5861e8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_177      By September 30, 2026, assess and consider environmental health information and data for children at all life stages for all completed EPA actions that concern human health.   Status Assessed & Considered  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Children Use Science and Policy to Strengthen Protections for Children at All Life Stages and Vulnerable Populations _53959662-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.2.1  Vulnerable Populations      Children     To best protect children’s environmental health at all life stages and vulnerable populations, EPA will identify, evaluate, develop, and promote the use of science to support its policies, decisions, and actions, including regulations and voluntary programs. EPA will ensure that Agency toxicity, exposure, and risk assessments consider all relevant and available science to address the unique vulnerabilities of children and vulnerable populations, including disproportionate impacts related to racial, ethnic, income, or other social determinants of health. These assessments will inform the evaluation and selection of the levels of exposure for regulatory action that are protective of children and vulnerable populations, including the extent to which cumulative or concurrent exposures to chemical and social stressors can modify exposure or hazard considerations. ^ EPA will support the development of new science to address uncertainties related to the environmental health of children and vulnerable populations, including through intramural and extramural research. EPA will update existing and develop new environmental health indicator data, including factors related to social determinants of health, to track progress, communicate trends, and identify areas that warrant additional attention. EPA will develop additional measures of benefits arising from protecting the environmental health of children and vulnerable populations and take them into account in decision making. EPA will promote training of environmental and health professionals to respond to children’s health issues related to climate change, such as natural disasters.     _2d587bd8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_178             [To be determined]        Leadership & Partnerships Strengthen and Expand Partnerships and Provide Leadership _5395a512-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.2.2       EPA will provide national leadership by working with governmental and non-governmental environmental and health organizations and provide a forum to support understanding and application of evidence-based information to children’s environmental health exposure and effects. EPA will develop and support internal and external partnerships and implement programs to support the protection of children particularly at home, in dependent child-care settings, and in school and childcare settings. The Agency will leverage the capabilities of diverse groups by engaging partners and stakeholders, providing forums to develop and share evidence-based information, and distributing information through training, tool sharing, conferences, and publicly available media. EPA will support healthcare professionals, including those who provide pediatric and obstetric expertise, to better address risks from childhood exposures. ^ EPA will co-chair the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to Children with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). In this role, the Agency will make recommendations to the President on federal strategies to advance children’s health nationwide by exchanging information, planning targeted research, establishing concerted planning and program implementation, and enhancing public outreach to support reduction in exposure and risks to children’s environmental health throughout the country. EPA will also consult with the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee to seek input and advice on how the Agency can improve the effectiveness of its work aimed at protecting children’s environmental health.      _2d58a0e0-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_179             [To be determined]        Disparities Address Disparities _5395b64c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.2.3  Vulnerable Populations who live in disproportionately impacted communities     Children who live in disproportionately impacted communities    EPA will protect children and vulnerable populations who live in disproportionately impacted communities. EPA will consider how social determinants of health affect children and vulnerable populations, especially as these challenges may reduce resiliency or ability to recover from exposure to environmental hazards. As the climate changes, it is especially critical that the Agency collaboratively develops solutions and implements strategies to protect children and sensitive populations from disproportionate impacts.      _2d58afb8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_180             [To be determined]        Excellence & Equity Advance EPA’s Organizational Excellence and Workforce Equity _5395c9c0-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 8.3       Foster a diverse, equitable, and inclusive workforce within an effective and mission-driven workplace. ~ To support its mission to protect human health and the environment, EPA will advance organizational excellence and equity through a workforce that reflects the diversity of the American public and maintains and promotes a culture of inclusion and accessibility. The Agency will remove barriers that may prevent small and underserved businesses from doing business with EPA and focus on developing a workforce and workplace of the future that will meet the demands of the 21st century. ^ In support of Executive Order 14035: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in the Federal Workforce, the Agency will strengthen workforce planning of mission-critical positions and continue to prioritize equity and diversity across all aspects of work life at EPA including recruitment, hiring, development, and succession management for the next generation of workers. Additionally, the Agency will work to implement the Agency’s Gender Equity and Equality Action Plan to create a more gender equitable workforce. ^ In support of the President’s Management Agenda, EPA will modernize information technology systems, improve Agency permitting efficiencies by developing and implementing automation solutions, enhance the physical workplace for a hybrid workforce, support employee-friendly work policies, and transition to a paperless work environment. EPA will implement efficient and effective processes across the Agency. The use of proven techniques and training will equip staff to solve problems, make improvements, and enhance EPA’s ability to accomplish its mission. Additionally, EPA will continue to safeguard against cybersecurity risks to protect Agency assets and infrastructure from potentially malicious attacks. Further, EPA will be a leader in the Federal Government in advancing the sustainability of facilities and operations while developing resiliency to respond to the risks of climate change.  LTPG 8.3.1 Cybersecurity Directives  _2d58ca16-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_181      By September 30, 2026, EPA will be in full compliance with the five high-priority directives in Executive Order 14028: Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity.  Status Fully Compliant  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.2 HUBZones Contract Spending Percentage _2d58edde-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_182      By September 30, 2026, award 4% of EPA contract spending to small businesses located in Historically Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZones) compared to the FY 2018-2020 average annual baseline of 2.2%.  Status Increased 4 2025-10-01 2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 2.2 2017-10-01 2020-09-30  [To be determined]    2025-10-01 2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.3 Climate Resiliency Projects Percentage _2d58fcca-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_183      By September 30, 2026, initiate all priority climate resiliency projects for EPA-owned facilities within 24 months of a completed facility climate assessment and project prioritization.  Status Initiated 100  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.4 DEIA Maturity Level Rating _2d5917d2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_184      By September 30, 2026, EPA will achieve the highest Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility (DEIA) Maturity Level of “Leading and Sustaining” as defined by the November 2021 Governmentwide Strategic Plan to Advance DEIA in the Federal Workforce and achieve all EPA goals identified in the Agency’s Gender Equity and Equality Action Plan.  Status Highest  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.5 Administrative Processes  _2d593d0c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_185      By September 30, 2026, automate all priority internal administrative processes.  Status Automated  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.6 Permitting Programs  _2d594c34-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_186      By September 30, 2026, automate the major EPA permitting programs.  Status Automated  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.3.7 Operational Processes Number _2d596746-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_187      By September 30, 2026, improve 1,000 operational processes.  Status Improved 1000  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   DEIA Foster Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in EPA’s Workforce _5395d758-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 8.3.1            _2d598b90-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_188             [To be determined]        Recruitment & Retention Recruit and Maintain a Workforce Representative of the American Public _5395e59a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.1.1       EPA strives to be a model employer for diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility in the Federal Government. EPA will strengthen its ability to recruit, hire, develop, promote, and retain a workforce that reflects the diversity of the American people. EPA will expand and further promote diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility principles and will identify and eliminate barriers that hinder such efforts. The Agency will promote diversity among EPA leadership by providing opportunities in management positions, including the Senior Executive Service. EPA will increase outreach to underrepresented and underserved communities, including minority-serving institutions, improve accessibility to Agency systems and applications, and better leverage special hiring authorities, such as Federal internship programs, to provide entry-level career development opportunities to students and recent graduates and Schedule A Hiring Authority for persons with disabilities. ^ In implementing Executive Order 14035 and in support of the Government-Wide Strategic Plan to Advance Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in the Federal Workforce, EPA will develop an EPA Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) Plan. EPA’s DEIA Plan will set goals for cultivating a balanced work-life-wellness environment for employees and establish measures for tracking progress. EPA will engage staff to shape Agency decisions, improve processes, and strengthen flexible work practices. EPA will strengthen its partnership with labor unions and advance equity, civil rights, racial justice, and equal opportunity across the Agency. EPA will champion fair and inclusive employee-friendly policies and opportunities for continuous learning. EPA also will develop collaboration tools to improve communication, cross-program integration, access to information, and transparency. EPA will use a maturity model to assess implementation across three levels of compliance as established in the Government-Wide Strategic Plan To Advance Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, And Accessibility In The Federal Workforce. The maturity model methodology will support EPA in effectively building an infrastructure for supporting DEIA according to EPA’s specific structure and needs.     _2d599ac2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_189             [To be determined]        Workforce Implement Workforce Planning/Succession Management _5395f828-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.1.2       EPA’s mission to protect human health and the environment requires a highly skilled and dedicated workforce. More than 25 percent and growing of EPA’s workforce is or will be eligible for retirement in three years, which will impact every region and program. Along with changing workforce demographics, this presents a unique opportunity for EPA to transform its human capital processes, including workforce planning, knowledge transfer, and succession management. EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to workforce planning, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas. The Agency will use the results to inform and develop policies and approaches that equip employees with the needed competencies, knowledge, and most up-to-date tools to advance EPA’s mission.      _2d59b5e8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_190             [To be determined]        Workplace Promote an Effective and Mission-Driven Workplace _53960124-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 8.3.2            _2d59dc6c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_191             [To be determined]        Future Workplace Create the EPA Workplace for the Future _53960f0c-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.2.1       EPA will work to modernize and enhance governance of information technology (IT), information management (IM) systems, and the associated infrastructure as well as enterprise software development and architecture capabilities. EPA will build capacity to conduct meaningful customer and stakeholder engagement and incorporate Customer Experience (CX) design practices into IT/IM systems. EPA will provide IM expertise and solutions that support programmatic planning, capacity building, and decision making. This includes geospatial capabilities, web support, access to IM solutions, and data collection, analytics, and visualization. ^ EPA will implement the Federal Data Strategy to leverage federal data in carrying out the Agency’s work.  EPA also will continue to operate and maintain existing financial and administrative federal shared service IT solutions, and where appropriate, adopt additional federal shared services. EPA will incorporate remaining smaller legacy financial systems into the Agency’s core financial system, leverage business process automation to improve efficiency, and increase transparency of financial data for internal Agency decision making while implementing appropriate security controls and data governance. ^ EPA will adopt new workforce and workplace innovations to support the future of work. The re-envisioned physical workspace will require adapting space to support the seamless collaboration and engagement of a hybrid workforce. It will allow the Agency to optimize its real estate portfolio, thus reducing the Agency’s environmental footprint and facility costs in the long term through lease, utility, and security savings. EPA will adopt new IT tools to better manage shared space, reduce paper-based processes, and bridge the technology gaps in the workplace that exist when operating in a hybrid work environment. EPA also will evaluate workforce flexibilities to support the hybrid workforce transition. These actions will reimagine EPA as a model federal employer and strengthen the ability to attract, recruit, retain, and empower top talent while advancing diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. ^ As EPA envisions the future of work with a hybrid workforce, it is imperative that EPA rethinks paper and low-tech forms and processes to move toward a paperless work environment based on electronic workflows for administrative and programmatic functions. For example, as Information Collection Requests are renewed, the Chief Data Officer of the Agency will work to transition new requests to electronic submission to modernize how EPA receives data from outside parties. ^ EPA will advance the paperless transformation through the automation of permit application, review, and issuance processes for EPA’s permitting programs.  Automation of the permit application process will reduce processing time on issuing permits, decrease the time between receiving monitoring data and engaging in enforcement actions, and foster transparency by allowing communities to search, track, and access permitting actions easily. Further, permit automation will enable the integration of climate change and environmental justice considerations into permit processes and ensure that they are addressed within the terms and conditions of the permit. ^ EPA will continue to digitize legacy paper records and information through the operations of EPA National Digitization Centers. The Agency will work to enhance the EPA content management system, which will leverage artificial intelligence and machine learning for content tagging in the records digitization process to improve the quality and overall availability of digitized permanent records. This will enable access to permanent records regardless of physical work location and the ability to access environmental health and safety information across organizational boundaries or environmental media.      _2d59eb76-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_192             [To be determined]        Cybersecurity Enhance Cybersecurity _5396238e-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.2.2       EPA, in line with Executive Order 14028: Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity, will modernize its cybersecurity defenses to protect EPA networks and IT assets and strengthen EPA’s ability to respond to incidents as they occur. EPA will ensure Agency IT systems support multifactor authentication and encryption, address cybersecurity protection gaps through the continuous diagnostics and mitigation program, and quickly identify and respond to federal-wide cybersecurity threats and incidents. The Agency will implement a Zero Trust Architecture, which includes comprehensive security monitoring; granular risk-based access controls; and system security automation coordinated throughout all aspects of the infrastructure to focus on protecting data in real-time within a dynamic threat environment.     _2d5a069c-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_193             [To be determined]        Acquisitions & Grants Advance Justice and Equity in EPA Acquisition and Grants _53962d52-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.2.3       Working with EPA’s Equity Team and Agency partners, EPA will focus on removing barriers that may prevent small and underserved businesses from conducting business with EPA. The Agency will increase spending significantly on small and underserved businesses and specifically target businesses located in Historically Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZones).  EPA will accomplish this by eliminating barriers to its procurement processes through greater diversification of the Agency’s vendor base, increasing engagement and technical assistance, and enhancing the Agency’s contracts with new vendors. For assistance agreements, EPA will develop requirements for tracking and reporting on grant place of performance, which is the location where grant dollars are spent and/or benefits are received, and incorporate equity and environmental justice considerations into the grant decision-making process to the maximum extent practicable. EPA also will partner with organizations that assist underserved communities to use EPA’s acquisition and grant processes to benefit underserved communities through providing technical assistance and outreach to support grantees in meeting federal requirements for sound financial management and lowering the barriers to federal funding opportunities.      _2d5a2bc2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_194             [To be determined]        Climate Support Administration Climate Sustainability and Resiliency Priorities _53963b44-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.3.2.3       EPA will implement all Administration Executive Orders on climate and will refocus its internal operations on the carbon pollution-free energy use and net-zero emissions in line with federal sustainability goals. Specifically, EPA will work to implement the goals established in Executive Order 14057: Catalyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs Through Federal Sustainability. To accomplish this, EPA will invest in energy infrastructure retrofits to mechanical systems for existing facilities, incorporating climate sustainability and resiliency into new facility commissioning, and transition its vehicle fleet to zero-emission electric vehicles, including charging infrastructure for EPA facilities. EPA will prioritize sustainable workplace choices that Agency employees can easily practice, such as recycling and composting initiatives and eliminating single-use containers to divert and reduce solid waste from landfills. The Agency will prioritize the acquisition of sustainable products that it can reuse, refurbish, or recycle in line with statutory purchasing requirements. ^ EPA is committed to the safety of its personnel, the integrity of its buildings, the efficiency of its operations, and the sustainability of the communities in which its facilities are located. However, the impacts of climate change, including more frequent and intense storms, wildfires, water shortages, and sea level rise, pose challenges to meeting these objectives. Adaptation planning to protect EPA’s workforce, operations, underlying infrastructure, and supply chains is crucial. EPA will implement activities that protect the Agency’s workforce, facilities, critical infrastructure, supply chains, and procurement processes from the risks posed by climate change. Further, EPA will leverage procurement practices to increase the energy and water efficiency of its buildings where it is feasible to do so, and ensure they are climate ready.     _2d5a3b08-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_195             [To be determined]        Engagement & Partnerships Strengthen Tribal, State, and Local Partnerships and Enhance Engagement _53964d64-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Strategy 8.4  Tribal Partners      State Partners      Local Partners     Collaborate and engage effectively with Tribal nations in keeping with the Federal Government’s trust responsibilities, state and local governments, regulated entities, and the public to protect human health and the environment. ~ Protecting human health and the environment is a shared responsibility of EPA and its Tribal, state, and local government partners. State and local governments provide the majority of on-the-ground environmental protection in this country, implementing federal environmental laws as well as their own. In Indian country EPA directly implements the majority of federal programs. Many innovative and effective public health and environmental programs are initiated at the Tribal, state, and local levels. Environmental outcomes are best achieved through collaborative and effective partnerships across all levels of government, successful oversight of federally delegated programs, and robust engagement with non-governmental organizations, national and community groups, industry, and the public, built on a foundation of public trust and transparency, including through timely responses to information requests. Through a renewed focus on intergovernmental relationships, improving on-the-ground community engagement, enhancing collaboration with the business community, delivering high-impact environmental education programs, and increasing public trust and transparency, EPA will forge stronger partnerships. As a result, EPA will advance durable policies to its most pressing challenges and ensure the equitable protection of all communities, including those who have historically been underserved and overburdened.  LTPG 8.4.1 Tribal Treaty Rights  _2d5a55fc-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_196      By September 30, 2026, consider Tribal treaty rights as part of all EPA Tribal consultations that may affect Tribal treaty rights.  Status Considered  2026-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   LTPG 8.4.2 FOIA Backlog Number _2d5a79e2-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_197      By September 30, 2026, eliminate the backlog of overdue Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) responses, compared to the FY 2021 baseline of 1,056.  Status Eliminated 0  2026-09-30  [To be determined]   Baseline 1056  2021-09-30  [To be determined]     2026-09-30   Tribal Partners Strengthen the Nation-to-Nation Relationship with Sovereign Tribal Partners _5396575a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.1  Tribal Partners     In accordance with Executive Order 13175: Memorandum on Tribal Consultation and Strengthening Nation-to-Nation Relationships, and in light of the disproportionate impact of environmental pollution on Native Americans, EPA is committed to strengthening its nation-to-nation relationship with American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Nations. In keeping with the Federal Trust Responsibility, the Agency will endeavor to protect the environmental interests of Indian Tribes when carrying out its responsibilities that may affect Indian country. ^ Consistent with the trust responsibility, EPA will continue its existing consultation activities under the EPA Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Tribes.  EPA will also renew focus on integrating consideration of Tribal treaty and reserved rights early into decision making and regulatory processes. EPA will continue to improve the Agency’s web-based Tribal Consultation Opportunities Tracking System, a publicly accessible database used to communicate upcoming and current EPA consultation opportunities to Tribal governments. ^ In addition, EPA will focus on building Tribal capacity to increase the number of Tribal co-regulators and Tribes’ ability to meaningfully participate and engage in environmental protection activities that inform, support, or enhance EPA direct implementation under federal environmental statutes. EPA will continue capacity-building activities under the Indian General Assistance Program, the development of mutual environmental goals on a government-to-government basis through EPA-Tribal Environmental Agreements, and active use of the flexibilities under the Tribal Performance Partnership Grants rule. The Agency will work through the EPA National Tribal Operations Committee and support EPA Tribal partnership groups, including regional Tribal operations committees. Through these groups and other Tribal meetings, EPA will strive to address pressing environmental issues such as climate change and environmental justice.     _2d5a8950-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_198             [To be determined]        Partnerships Foster Tribal, State, and Local Partnerships _539665ba-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.2  Tribal Partners      State Partners      Local Partners     Environmental and human health protection is a shared responsibility of Tribes, states, and the Federal Government. More than 50 years after the creation of EPA, states and local governments serve as primary implementers of many of the nation’s environmental laws. Due to these unique relationships, the early, meaningful, and substantial involvement of EPA’s co-regulator partners is critical to the development, implementation, and enforcement of the nation’s environmental programs. With a renewed focus on climate, environmental justice, and children’s health, EPA will emphasize frequent and early communication as a keystone of its partnership with Tribal and state co-regulators, whose concerns and existing regulatory programs must be thoughtfully considered to develop effective and lasting policies for our most pressing environmental challenges. ^ Through E-Enterprise for the Environment, EPA, Tribal, and state leaders will prioritize shared concerns, collectively address challenges, and build efficient and effective solutions. By relying on three key principles to improve environmental program implementation — early and meaningful dialogue with partners who make decisions together, streamlined and simplified processes, and sharing of technology — EPA, Tribes, and states can make the best use of new tools and technologies to improve environmental results. EPA will work with Tribal and state partners to better understand the use of community-led data generation in environmental management, develop a compliance Learning Agenda, and advance environmental monitoring technologies. Furthermore, Tribes and states are encouraged to use E-Enterprise Workload Tradeoffs to adjust grant workplans to focus on collaborative efforts related to work modernization. ^ Collaboration under the Exchange Network (EN), a standards-based, secure approach for EPA and its Tribal, state, territorial, and industry partners, will further enhance data management and electronic reporting. EPA will continue to administer the EN Grant Program to support integration and development of tools leveraging EN technology, data standards, open-source software, shared services, and reusable components. Under Executive Order 1398: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government, EPA will foster increased Tribal participation in the EN, build data management and technical capacity, and enable the EN Grant Program to measure the effectiveness of these approaches in underserved communities. In addition, the Agency plans to continue to support the implementation of the National Environmental Performance Partnership System and the Multipurpose Grant Program, which are the key funding programs that support Tribal and state implementation of environmental programs. ^ EPA’s oversight role is critical to supporting effective implementation of federally delegated environmental programs by Tribes, states, and local entities, ensuring protection of civil rights, and protecting communities that have historically been underserved and overburdened. The Agency will improve and strengthen oversight of state-delegated programs and collaborate with Tribes, states, territories, and local governments to identify opportunities for additional oversight improvements. EPA will ensure protections afforded by the Civil Rights Act are being implemented at all levels of government, which is vital to advancing equity and environmental justice. Robust oversight of compliance with civil rights laws will address historical and systemic barriers on the basis of race, color, and national origin that contribute to environmental injustice and the disproportionate burden of pollution in particular communities.     _2d5aa4a8-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_199             [To be determined]        Community Engagement Improve On-the-Ground Community Engagement _5396782a-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.3  Communities     Meeting communities where they are, to better understand the lived reality of people and the health and environmental challenges they face, is fundamental to developing effective programs and policies. EPA will meet regularly with stakeholder groups to seek perspectives on Administration priorities and engage early with relevant stakeholder groups on upcoming regulatory actions. EPA also will focus on opportunities like site visits, forums, and convenings to cultivate relationships and stay attuned to the needs and concerns of diverse groups, private sector partners, and others impacted by the Agency. ^ When needed, EPA will provide facilitation, mediation, and related services to support EPA’s engagement with members of the public. When conflict is present or expected, EPA will provide collaboration and conflict resolution support, including an impartial intervener to help ensure the public’s concerns are heard and fully considered in Agency decision making. EPA’s public engagement efforts will establish coordination and communication systems that ensure public participation in rulemaking and Agency regulatory policy is inclusive, diverse, and accessible. EPA will develop and maintain an extensive, up-to-date database of stakeholders’ interests and concerns to support engagement and inform policy.     _2d5ac924-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_200             [To be determined]        Private Sector Engagement Enhance Private Sector Engagement _53968266-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.4  Private Sector     Solving the climate crisis and working toward an equitable and sustainable future will require commitment and action from every sector of the economy. EPA is committed to working with the business community to advance environmental progress through both its regulatory programs and its wide array of voluntary programs and non-regulatory initiatives. EPA will continue its commitment to give appropriate consideration to small business needs, interests, and impacts during policy and rule development. By engaging with business groups and individual companies, EPA will encourage and support private sector environmental action, including environmental justice initiatives and the pursuit of meaningful corporate and sector-wide climate and sustainability goals. The Agency will also continue its commitment to use and participate in Voluntary Consensus Standards (VCS) as directed by the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NTTAA). Use of VCS in regulation, voluntary programs, research, and other activities helps the Agency achieve robust engagement with industry, academia, NGOs, and others, harnessing partnerships that enhance public trust and lead to durable policies that enjoy broad consensus and buy-in.     _2d5adb8a-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_201             [To be determined]        Environmental Education Promote Environmental Education _53968f72-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.5       Improving environmental literacy is a critical strategy to empowering Tribal and local communities with the capacity and resources to accelerate stewardship, environmental justice, and community-level understanding of climate impacts. EPA implements the National Environmental Education Act (NEEA) and is charged with achieving the environmental education objectives and supporting public understanding of the Agency. EPA will ensure that environmental education tools, trainings, curricula, resources, and grants align with strategic priorities to address climate change, advance environmental justice, support fenceline communities, promote science, and protect public health. EPA will build strategic partnerships to include underserved communities and Minority Serving Institutions and increase the conversation around using environmental education as a tool to achieve environmental justice, climate equity, and economic prosperity. EPA will ask the National Environmental Education Advisory Council (NEEAC) to provide a set of national recommendations on how frontline and underserved communities can use environmental education to build capacity to become resilient to the effects of climate change. EPA will create public and private partnerships through the National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) to develop programs and initiatives that can empower frontline communities to address environmental threats, advance equity, and increase economic prosperity for all.     _2d5af728-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_202             [To be determined]        Trust & Transparency Increase Public Trust and Transparency _5396a278-e482-11ec-bc42-08630483ea00 Action 8.4.6  The Public     Transparency in government and the ability to show tangible results are critical to bolstering public trust and confidence in the nation’s environmental programs. EPA is carrying out evidence-building activities to address priority questions related to grants, one of EPA’s Learning Agenda priority areas, to better communicate environmental outcomes stemming from EPA’s grant programs. The Agency also will enhance its efforts to meet statutory deadlines for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests and eliminate the backlog of overdue responses. Through enhanced transparency, the public and local communities can participate more meaningfully and partner with EPA in protecting human health and the environment. ^ To increase transparency and improve EPA decision making for Tribal program implementation, the Agency will increase data availability and data quality for regulated facilities and entities in EJSCREEN, EPA’s Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool.     _2d5b1b54-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00  PLACEHOLDER_203             [To be determined]        _2d5b2afe-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00 2022-03-28 2026-09-30 2022-06-06 https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-03/fy-2022-2026-epa-strategic-plan.pdf  _2d5b4606-e54d-11ec-aa3d-8c952683ea00 Owen Ambur  Owen.Ambur@verizon.net

